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December 2021

Parish News 
EAGLESHAM PARISH CHURCH

From the Manse 
Hello Friends, it hardly seems like anytime at all since our last Parish News, and I am now thinking 
back on all that has happened in that time since. 

In such a short time I have been made to feel welcomed into our church family and into the 
community. I am thankful for all the opportunities so far to get to know you all better. Some 
highlights during that time are leading the prayer course, where we explored creative ways of 
coming closer to God in our daily lives. And I have really relished the meetings of our new book 
club ‘Sensible shoes’ where, as a group of 15 women, we have been able to share our stories with 
one another, reflecting on God’s guiding hand in them, and anticipating the journey forward with 
Him and with one another. 

And in that time since our last Parish News there have been two baptisms in the church, my own 
Son Fred, and Jamie, who will be playing the part of Jesus in our nativity walk on Christmas Eve! 
During baptism we are reminded that God walks with us in the here and now, and that we have 
each other as a church family to love and support on this journey of faith.  

It really has been such a delight to welcome children into our family, and we are looking forward to 
Lewis’s baptism next month. Lewis has been enjoying the new children’s corner during our 
services, and whilst in the corner is even able to wave to me when I am up in the pulpit and… wait 
for it….show me his (awesome) dance moves! If you see me giggling up there, you now know why! 
continued page 3 
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Notices 

Baptisms 

Oct 24. Frederick Douglas Ableitner 

Nov 21. James Scott Grant 

Deaths 

Oct 15. Bill Livingston, 61 Montgomery St 

Nov 12 Robert Steven, Lowhill Farm 

                       

December Services 
note various timings 

Dec 5. 3pm. Bereavement service. Carswell Upper Room 
Dec 12. 11am service taken by Alan McKay  
Dec19. 9.30 service taken by Sheila Lamont.  
            11am Kairos and gift service in Carswell  
            7pm Nine Lessons and Carols in Church  
Dec 24. 5pm Walking Nativity followed by social in 
Carswell.  
             11.15pm Watchnight service in the church 
Dec 25. 10.30am  Christmas Day service in Carswell 
Dec 26. 10.30am Sunday service in Church

There is a phone line where members without internet access can hear 
a recent sermon. 01355681661

mailto:macintyre74@btinternet.com
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from the manse continued… 

Another highlight of these last couple of months was our Act of Remembrance service with St 
Bridget’s. It was such a pleasure to lead the service alongside Deacon Paul Graham, and I found 
it so moving to come together from different walks of faith and none, to remember those who gave 
their today for our tomorrow. These moments of togetherness as a community really are so 
uplifting. 

As a Minister, I have that honour of being invited into people’s lives in those vulnerable times too. 
And I can’t help but reflect on the words of the late Robert Steven, who said how much he felt it a 
privilege to be invited into peoples homes as an Elder of our church for 44 years. I too believe this 
to be true, though I must say how much a privilege it also is to witness faithful servants like Robert 
who dedicate their time and efforts for the good of others. There are too many people to even 
mention here who give of themselves for the work of the church, who enable this Good News of 
the hope found in Christ to be shared in our community and beyond. I am thankful to God for His 
light that shines through all of you. Thank you. 

During this season of Advent my prayer is that we would all ‘make way…for the King of Kings… 
make way…let his Kingdom in’ as written in CH4 279. Advent is a time when we anticipate the 
coming of God to earth through Jesus Christ, when we remember all that God has done in the 
name of loving each of us unconditionally. And so, let us listen to the words of the Prophet Isaiah 
who tells us to ‘prepare the way for the Lord’ (Isaiah 40:3). Now is the time to prepare our hearts 
to accept the gift of Christ into our lives, whether for the first time or not. 

I hope that in the hustle and bustle 
of Christmas that you will make 
room in your hearts for Jesus. I 
wish you not a ‘Happy Holiday’ but 
a ‘Merry Christmas’ because we 
have so much joy in remembering 
the reason for this season. 

With God’s blessing to you and your 
family, 

Rev Jade Ableitner 

Rev Jade Ableitner and Deacon Paul 
Graham leading the Remembrance 
service

Church of Scotland Advent calendar 

This annual on-line celebration of Advent 
runs from December 1st until Christmas 
Eve. This year's theme is ‘Light in the 
Darkness’ inspired by John 1:5 ‘The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.’ Each day during 
Advent, a new window will be available to 
open with a themed prayer, video, or 
story. Sign up by visiting the Church of 
Scotland website.

Eaglesham Community Club 

The club is starting again on Tuesday, 11th 
January in the Carswell hub at 2pm.  Our first 
meeting will be a ‘Tea and Chat’ to catch up with 
what’s been happening in the (almost) 2 years 
since our last meeting.  We will also be looking 
for ideas on Speakers/activities folk want for 
future meetings (cost £1.50 as usual).  Our 
February meeting will see ex Provost Allan 
Steele speak on ‘Picture Houses and Dance 
Halls of Glasgow’ – certain to bring back 
memories! Everyone will be very welcome. 

Maureen Hunter.  
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Session Notes 

As we look forward during advent towards 
Christmas I hope you are able to enjoy meeting 
more people but are staying safe. It has been 
great being able to sing in church once again 
(even if we do need to keep masks on!) and 
experience worship in a more familiar way. One 
significant change is that we now have our 
‘Childrens’ corner’. This is a lovely happy space 
filled with colourful toys and activities and it is 
so good to see children back in church and 
enjoying themselves. Many thanks to all  who 
contributed financially to providing these toys. 

It is wonderful that we now have a number of 
individuals in our congregation being accredited 
as worship leaders. Alan McKay and Alistair 
Anderson have both been leading worship for 
many years however they have agreed to 
undertake formal accreditation for authorisation 
by presbytery. Fiona McCrae and Sheila 
Lamont have both been undertaking the Trinity 
College Worship Leaders course and will go 
forward for accreditation and authorisation 
through that training. This means we have 
additional support for Jade and, when needed, 
will be less reliant on locum ministers. Alan has  
supported us loyally whenever needed and we 
greatly appreciate his dedication. 

We have a full set of Christmas services 
planned. These are listed on page 2. Please 
note the variable timing. If you are aware of 
anyone who would appreciate being invited to 
the Bereavement Service then please pass their 
name to Anne in the church office. 

With COP26 we have all been challenged to 
think more about climate change and what we 
can do personally and collectively to prevent or 
at least reduce this. Session now have a new 
team with this as their focus.  The Climate 
Change team is led by Ronald MacLean. If you 
would like to join this team and share ideas 
about what we as a church can do or 
encourage then please contact Ronald directly. 

There have been wonderful new opportunities 
to build skills and faith with Jade leading 
development in prayer and the ‘Sensible Shoes’ 
classes for ladies wanting to explore their faith 
journey. The mid-week service has also 
recommenced but is now on a Thursday at 
11.00 as ‘Thought for Thursday”. No need to 

book. Come along for worship and fellowship. 

For some time we have been without a Youth 
Ministry Worker. However now that we have a 
minister in place we are eagerly seeking 
someone new to take on this role. If you are 
aware of anyone who could support us in this 
area please encourage them to apply – the 
advert and job description are on our website. 

If you are doing your shopping on line you 
might also want to think of linking “Just Giving” 
to this. This is an easy and cost free way of 
contributing to our Youth Ministry fund. The 
supplier makes a donation to our fund at no 
cost to you. If you need advice on this please 
contact Debbie Blair, our Youth Strategy Team 
convener, who will be happy to advise. 

I wish you all a very peaceful and happy 
Christmas and look forward to seeing you at 
our Christmas services. 
God Bless 
                                                Sheila 

Calling all Church organisation treasurers 
Accounts for all organisations should be made 
up to the 31st December 2021 and submitted 
for auditing. For many organisations, owing to 
the enforced year of inactivity last year, these 
accounts should cover a two year period. 
Please deliver your completed accounts and 
any relevant paperwork to the Church Office in 
January or to Margaret Milligan during the first 
week of February. 

Mary’s Meals have announced their Double 
the Love campaign. From 1st November 2021 to 
31st January 2022, all donations up to a total of 
£1.6 million will be matched by a generous 
group of private donors. Every little act of love 
for the hungry children who eat Mary’s Meals 
will be doubled during this period, so please 
consider supporting this campaign and praying 
for its success. There are many ways to donate 
– find out more at marysmeals.org.uk 

https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/doublethelove
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/doublethelove
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Presbytery Planning 
Since my previous article, available for viewing on the EPC website in the magazine archive (May ’21), the 
decisions of the 2021 General Assembly have become known and their results on the ground are beginning to 
emerge. In summary, the following were decided: 

• All existing Presbytery Plans were to be suspended in June. 
• New Presbytery Mission Plans are to be prepared for approval by the Faith Nurture Forum (FNF) by the 

end of 2022 at the latest. 
• Each Presbytery was given a number of posts which they could use for either Ministers of Word and 

Sacrament (what we would understand as traditional Ministers) or Ministry Development Staff 
(supporting staff such as Youth Workers) as they felt appropriate. 

• The new Mission Plans must be accompanied by a rationalisation of buildings to a sustainable level. 
• A 5 year timescale is envisaged within which time the new Plans should be fully implemented. They 

have to be reviewed annually by Presbyteries. 
• No Charge now falling vacant would be granted the right to Call a new Minister although Presbyteries 

could present a case for specific Calls to be permitted under “exceptional circumstances” to the FNF. If 
accepted, such Calls would be granted on a 5 or 7 year basis only. 

• Charges with an approved right of Call were given till the end of 2021 to find a MWS and if they were 
unsuccessful, their Right to Call would then be withdrawn. 

Presbyteries were encouraged to be imaginative in their use of posts, despite (perhaps because of) a 
significant reduction in numbers coupled with the continued requirement to minister to the entire population 
on a comprehensive parish-based system. At the point of suspension, Glasgow’s Plan had 144 posts (a 
correction from my May article) with a new allocation of 84. To plan how to fit that number into our current 
parish structure is clearly a challenge and the key driver for allocating posts had to be Mission. 

The first stage was seen as information-gathering and consultation. Any successful Plan has to be 
developed with congregations, not presented to them as a fait accompli but timescales limit how much 
consultation can be done. A specialist in planning methodology has been employed and detailed 
questionnaires issued to every congregation to gather information about them. Whilst these were being 
analysed, a series of local consultations took place in October/November to seek views on how to structure 
the new Plan and what local initiatives around sharing and cooperation between existing congregations 
could be encouraged and built upon. Congregational participation was high with some 96% engaging in 
either or both the questionnaire and the meetings. The result of all this will be a report, due by the end of 
2021, setting out the guidelines for fairly assessing congregations and these will be used by another newly 
appointed Group tasked with preparing the new Mission Plan; their work will occupy most of 2022. 

Built into all this will be Presbytery’s commitment to promote Pioneering and Planting work to encourage 
new forms of church life throughout the city. Glasgow’s model will be substantially lay-led with training being 
provided where necessary; information on how Eaglesham can get involved in that has been emerging with 
a 5-centre Mapping Conference held in October where geographical groups of churches were asked to 
indicate where they saw the potential for new work in their part of Presbytery. A short introductory course in 
Pioneering & Planting has just finished and will be repeated twice more in the Spring with half-day 
workshops held after each at which ideas for projects can be discussed. More in depth training will be 
provided in the Autumn of 2022 and it is hoped that a number of live Pioneering & Planting initiatives will be 
up and running by the end of the Year or early in 2023.  

These 84 posts apply only to Ministers and centrally paid MDS employees so that local arrangements such 
as Eaglesham’s Youth Worker are not included and their work may continue so long as we finance the post.  

There is no doubt that all this is immensely challenging and one of the outcomes will be a greater need for 
us, the congregations, to become involved with the Church’s work and to support our Ministers who will, in 
many cases, be working across a number of parishes. In all this we need to remain focussed on our core 
task of spreading the Gospel to our communities and seeking God’s guidance as we move into the future, 
confident that He remains in control and that He will provide what we need, even in such challenging times. 
   

Stuart W MacGill, Presbytery Elder 

If you would like to keep in touch with what is happening or planned in the church around Scotland and 
read a range of articles with interviews,  individual stories and regular columns why not take out  
subscription to Life and Work. Contact Alan MacBrair - alanmacbrair@gmail.com - to add your name 
to the regular Eaglesham delivery. 

mailto:alanmacbrair@gmail.com
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THE GUILD 

We are now at the end of the first half of our 
sess ion. Desp i te ongo ing Cov id19 
restrictions we are delighted to report 
excellent numbers attending. Our loyal 
members have returned and we have been 
pleased to welcome new members and 
visitors.  

We spent an uplifting evening with those in 
the village who helped us all through the 
darkest days of lockdown, and it was lovely 
to have an opportunity to show them our 
thanks.A speaker from the Vine Trust told us 
all about the first of the two projects we are 
supporting this year,  the Kazunzu Village of 
Hope in Tanzania which aims to develop a 
community where orphaned children will be 
cared for in friendly homes. The Ian Walker 
Band made a very welcome return, treating 
us to a wonderful evening of gospel songs. 

At the time of writing we are looking forward 
to December 8th, when we wi l l be 
celebrating (belatedly) the 90th birthday of 
our Guild, an event originally planned for 
March 2020. This will be a very special night 
for us and our own Church Choir will be 
joining us to help us celebrate. 

This year we are sadly unable to hold our 
annual fundraising Christmas Fair. However, 
we are extremely grateful to our 205th 
Company BB who gave us the opportunity 
to have a stall at their Christmas Market. 
That was a chance for us to raise funds for 
our two chosen Guild projects and we thank 
all those who supported us. 

Looking ahead to 2022 and the second half 
of our session we have many more 
interesting evenings planned, including our 
second project, BEAT, a charity dedicated to 
helping those suffering from eating 
disorders. Our Guild session ends on March 
the 23rd when we will be entertained by the 
new Eaglesham and Waterfoot Community 
Choir. 

Please come and join us any Wednesday 
evening at 7.30pm in the Carswell Centre. 
You can be assured of a warm welcome. 

The Guild Committee

Music and Worship Team  

Since my last update for Parish News, our Tech 
Team for recording and streaming worship in the 
church has really taken shape. We have been 
identifying some of the ‘tweaking’ that needs done 
and are working on this. We now have a well 
established rota and feel a lot more confident. New 
members are always welcome however - please 
contact me! You would be joining a supportive and 
enthusiastic team. 

The Team have also been looking at the tech 
requirements for the Carswell as  there have been 
issues there which have affected groups who use 
the Upper Hall, not least of which is Kairos. We are 
working with the Fabric Team to tease these out 
and find solutions. 

Christmas Services are so important in the church, 
and there has been a great deal of work taking 
place behind the scenes in ensuring, as far as is 
possible, that all our much loved services and 
events can take place. This has involved a very 
detailed look at timings of services, locations, and 
COVID cleaning requirements. We started doing 
this in October with Plan A, and we’re more or less 
there now with Plan R! Jade tells me that she has 
been asked by Life and Work to say a few words on 
how preparing for Christmas Services as a new 
Minister has been. I think she could probably take 
up at least two issues on this! 
                                                Wendy Armstrong 

EAGLESHAM CHOIR 

The Choir has been immensely heartened by all the 
positive comments received from the congregation 
since we resumed singing in Church. We have also 
been encouraged by Jade’s support since 
September and look forward to contributing to 
worship in the coming years. All this depends on 
growing the choir. Our numbers have been slowly 
declining, despite one recent new recruit, for a 
number of years and none of us are getting any 
younger! We should dearly like some fresh voices 
to join us to ensure the future of the choir. As Alan 
always says, there is no need to be able to READ 
music – it is easy for most to learn to FOLLOW 
music and that is all you need. Do join us on 
Thursdays at 7.30pm in the Carswell Centre main 
hall. A warm welcome is guaranteed along with an 
opportunity to contribute to praising God with our 
voices whilst enjoying ourselves at the same time. 
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Get crafty with knitting and crochet.

Many will have been aware of the wonderful 
displays of poppies around the village. These 
are knitted and crocheted by the group that 
meets in the Carswell every Thursday. Some 
may have also seen the post-box toppers or 
the angels last year. There are over 20 people 
who meet to knit and chat. As well as 
community projects they do their own work. 
New people are always welcome from 
beginners who can learn to the more 
experienced. 
Come along on a Thursday morning at 10am 
and get creative!

Appeal for Afghanistan 

The October issue of Life and Work featured a call from Church of Scotland and Christian 
charities for urgent humanitarian action in Afghanistan and for safe routes to resettlement for 
Afghans seeking refuge. The Moderator, Lord Wallace, said ‘the General Assembly has taken a 
keen interest in developments in Afghanistan since 2002 and it is with great sadness and horror 
that we are watching this humanitarian crisis unfold.’ Both Christian Aid, though its hunger 
emergency appeal, and Tearfund with an Afghanistan emergency appeal are working to provide 
assistance within Afghanistan

Scotland’s hidden treasures 
Life and Work recently asked contributors to suggest Scottish ‘hidden treasures’ as possible 
places of pilgrimage. There were ten separate contributions - three  featured here. This perhaps 
suggests an idea for Parish News contributions. Can you suggest a ‘hidden treasure’ somewhere 
in Scotland, whether or not of religious relevance? Contributions to PN editor please.

Ruthwell Cross is a stone 
Anglo-Saxon cross probably 
dating from the 8th century.] It 
was smashed in 1642 but 
restored in 1823 and is 
erected now inside Ruthwell 
church, Dumfriesshire.

St Fergus Well is a natural spring  
situated in a small river valley in the 
grounds of Glamis Castle, Tayside. 
The site was said to have been where 
St Fergus conducted open air religious 
services in the 8th century before the 
first church of Glamis was built.

St Blane’s Church, Bute has its roots 
in a monastery founded here in the 
AD 500s. This was the home of St 
Blane who may have been buried 
here on his death. The structures on 
the site belong to two eras - the early 
Christian monastery, abandoned 
during Viking raids around AD 790, 
and a later parish church.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon_cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dumfriesshire
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Food Bank Update 

Food Bank donations continue at the Carswell Centre between 11.00am & 12.00noon on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Since April 2020, in excess of 2,000 items plus monetary donations have been received and 
passed on. Between June 2020 and June 2021 the demand at the East Renfrewshire Food Bank 
at Barrhead had reduced and our donations were not required. Over this period, donations were 
taken to Castlemilk Parish Church where a need was identified and a Food Bank had just 
recently opened (unknown to us!). The Castlemilk food bank subsequently morphed into 
the “Castlemilk Pantry” based at the local community centre. This was set up in 
conjunction between Paul Cathcart (Deacon at CPC) and others, including the local Housing 
Association. Paul is at present on secondment at Ruchhill Kelvinside Parish Church and was 
recently guest speaker at the Guild where he spoke on the theme “Beyond Food Banks”. From 
his experiences, Paul believes that, with advice, guidance and support, many people might be 
able to make lifestyle changes thereby reducing their reliance on food banks. The Pantry system 
would allow for more engagement with those using the service. It works through members paying 
a £1 annual subscription and then a payment of £2.50 per weekly visit gives them access to 
approximately £15 worth of products which they can select. Members feel they are supporting 
each other and the arrangement helps them build up their own self-esteem. “Pantry Plus” is a 
scheme whereby those who find £2.50 difficult to spare can receive a £2.50 voucher to use. 
Advice on Benefits, Finance, Legal matters etc can also be obtained when visiting the Pantry. 

Because of restricted storage, the Pantry is unable to take children’s clothing (as CPC had done) 
and so these are now being taken to Castlemilk Community Church (Baptist) along with some 
items of food. They do not operate a food bank as such but support refugees and those seeking 
asylum as well as others in need. They pass on food items to them. 

Since July 2021, we have recommenced food donations to the ER Food Bank at Barrhead 
following discussions with the manager. They are still reasonably well stocked but do have a 
need for a number of specific items; these are listed on the EPC website and copies of the list 
can be obtained at the Carswell Centre. 

It is now time for us all to review the process. The Community Church do receive some external 
funding; they have a Glasgow-wide furniture distribution service, provide a weekly English Class, 
lay on weekly International meals and other activities. Likewise, the Panty also receives funding. 
They obtain produce through “Fair Share” (a food redistribution system) but there are some gaps 
such as cereal so most/all of our cereal donations go there. We are told that the faces of both 
volunteers and service users light up when they see cereal (“Bless!”). We also support Freya at 
the Eaglesham Community Larder from time to time and Freya returns the favour. This year, a 
portion of our donations at harvest time supported the Lodging House Mission. 

As always, we are indebted to those of you who have so loyally and with such concern donated 
to the Carswell Collection as well as to the monthly Community Pick-up with the BB Minbus 
(complete with drivers!). Grateful thanks to the BB and parents. 

We recently met with Jade and Sheila to consider the best way forward. One outcome is that the 
Carswell Collections are now under the umbrella of the Pastoral Care Team (a welcome 
additional support). For the moment, we shall continue to support the organisations listed above. 

Mary & Jim
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News from the Guides 

1st Eaglesham Guides 
We have 17 enthusiastic girls who have all enjoyed taking part in East Renfrewshire’s County 
Connections Challenge.  This involved getting to know East Renfrewshire a little bit better and 
re-connecting with our members.  They visited the War memorial and local park, got to know 
Eastwood Theatre and Maxwell Mearns Castle and made their own coat of arms. They visited 
Greenbank Gardens and Renewable Energy at the Windfarm.  Carving pumpkins was a great 
hit, together with their halloween party.  The girls are continuing to work on their theme this 
session of Skills for My Future.  They all brought their dads/grandpas to help them build bird 
boxes. This was a great bonding night and lovely to see.  We have a Body Shop fundraiser on 6 
December and then finish with some Christmas Pottery Painting.  Lovely to be back. 
                                                                                                                       Louise Lightbody 

2nd Eaglesham Rainbows and 3rd Eaglesham Brownies 
We have been busy doing our County Connections Challenge badge and on 5th October we 
made cats eyes and ghost plants for our halloween craft, followed by our joint halloween party.  
On 22 November the girls and leaders all made and renewed their promise.  We are singing 
carols at Montgomery Court and on 5th December we are joining other guiding members across 
the UK with a trip to the cinema and finishing with the Eaglesham Pantomime and a joint 
Christmas party.  Lots of fun to be had. 
                                                                                                                       Lynne McCarron 

1st Eaglesham Rainbows  
We have been very fortunate to be meeting back in the Carswell Hall after some wet and cold 
outdoor meetings before the summer! The girls have been working towards their Know Myself 
Badge discovering new talents, making new friends, and learning how to be brave! 12 Rainbows 
also made their Rainbow Promise during their Halloween party – we are so proud of you all! We 
have welcomed 6 new Rainbows over the last few months and look forward to another few 
joining us after Christmas too! We did however have to say farewell to some of our older girls as 
they progressed onto Brownies. We wish all the girls all the best of luck in their new adventures! 
The Rainbows have been lucky to have new volunteer Olivia joining us. She has been a 
fantastic support for us leaders! If there are any other young volunteers wishing to join our fun 
and exciting group of Rainbows, please get in touch at 1eagleshamrainbows@gmail.com

Hallowe’en pumpkins and a happy Rainbow team

mailto:1eagleshamrainbows@gmail.com
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Marlies and I were fortunate to have John Kydd 
from Seattle staying with us over the COP 26 
event. He was a very positive person and a most 
considerate guest whose company we enjoyed.  

John was able to hire an almost new mountain 
bike from the Newmilns cycle co-operative that 
operated at Whitelee before Covid and initially he 
cycled in and out of town. Later in the week he 
used the train a couple of times. He was able to 
take a philosophical view of the final result which 
was not ideal, but a definite move forward. John’s 
particular concern was to try to work with the 
indigenous Americans and those of all faiths 
worldwide to fight climate change.  He found the 
Carswell Centre interesting and opted to join us in 
the Parish Church for the Tearfund service.  

COP26 has now been and gone. Clearly more 
needs to be done to move away from burning 
fossil fuels. There must be a moral imperative for 
Churches to lead the way and Eaglesham should 
be aiming to be a truly Eco Congregation in the 
very near future. All our buildings will benefit from 
increased insulation and replacement of gas 
boilers by heat pumps. This will not be cheap but 
doing nothing is not an option. 

Those who can, should give serious thought to 
upgrading their homes too.  Improved house 
insulation, insulated curtain linings, and less car 
travel will all contribute. Every little helps.  Without 
major changes worldwide, rising sea level will 
displace millions, and present refugee problems 
will seem trivial. We do not have enough time to 
dither. Rich countries like ours have caused this 
problem and will need to give real assistance to 
those who still depend on fossil fuel. 

Ronald MacLean

A COP Visitor

Moving the dial on temperature rise
We came into COP26 on a trajectory towards a 
devastating 2.7°C of warming, and calling for 
world leaders to get on track for the safer level of 
1.5°C. Official country climate plans have now 
shifted the dial slightly and put us on a trajectory 
for 2.4°C. And if all the promises made during 
COP26 were to be kept, including pledges to 
end deforestation and reduce methane 
emissions, warming could be kept to below 2°C.  

But right now these are just words. And while 
remaining within 2°C of warming would limit the 
worst effects of the climate crisis, every fraction 
of a degree matters to people on the frontline. 
For millions of vulnerable people, it could mean 
the difference between life and death. Nations 
have been asked to return next year with 
stronger plans. We must do everything we can to 
hold the leaders of high-emitting nations to 
account for delivering these plans for rapid, deep 
and sustained emissions cuts in line with 1.5°C.  

Falling short on financial responsibilities 
Climate-vulnerable countries have been clear in 
their calls for richer nations to provide the 
finance they need to meet their own climate 
targets and adjust to the impacts of climate 
change – as well as to pay for the suffering 
caused (known as ‘loss and damage’).  

Perhaps most disappointing of all, on this issue 
wealthy nations have fallen far short. They failed 
to commit to anywhere near the level of new 
financial support that’s needed. And they failed 
to agree concrete action on how they will meet 
long-overdue commitments, such as the $100 
billion per year promised back in 2009. In the 
months ahead, wealthy countries must be held 
to account to step up to their responsibilities.

And from Tearfund
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I am sure that we are all hoping and praying for a  
more ‘normal’ Christmas in 2021! And a not so 
fond farewell to 2021, with hopes for a better 
2022. The Church of Scotland has provided 
regular H and S updates in relation to COVID. 
Two recently have concerned hospitality in our 
Halls, and Church Services for Schools. 

The Hospitality update has been to do with home 
baking (a subject close to my heart, as a non-
baker but an avid consumer!). Groups can now 
provide home baking if providers are deemed to 
have undergone ‘training’. After looking at the 
guidance, I circulated church groups who provide 
hospitality with a brief leaflet concerning Food 
Hygiene which, I think, ticks the ‘training’ box. 
There is also an offer from the Church of 
Scotland of a free online course run by the 
Environmental Health Institute. Some people in 
our church have already completed this. All of 
our church groups have been considering how 
best to implement this guidance. After risk 
assessment, some will provide home baking at 
the moment; others will review as things 
progress. However, I think I can reassure you 
that no one will starve at an EPC event! 

As you will know, we have a good relationship 
with our local primary school, and Jade has 
already  been heavily involved in communication 
with the school leaders and in virtual assemblies. 
We had hoped to offer a limited School Nativity 
and Christmas Concert in the church and had 
plans in place for this. However new guidance 
makes it clear that whatever we do must align 
with the fairly strict COVID rules that the 
Government sets for schools. So our plans have 
had to change. But our facility to record and 
stream in the church has come to the rescue, 
and at the moment we are fairly confident that we 
will be able to work with the school so that they 
will be able to share a Nativity and a School 
Concert online with parents. 
        Wendy Armstrong, Health and Safety Admin 

Health and Safety Update Pastoral Care Team 

The Pastoral Care Committee (PCC) would 
like to thank everyone involved for the 
generous donations of food, flowers and 
money at the annual Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service.  Over 35 flower baskets were 
distributed to deserving members of the 
Parish.  The food was taken to help stock the 
Lodging House Mission for homeless people 
in the East End of Glasgow, supplemented 
by a financial contribution of £500.  Financial 
donations were also received to buy toys for 
the ‘Kids Corner’ to entertain children during 
church services.   Thanks must also go to the 
many volunteers who assisted with the 
decoration of the church and distribution of 
gifts after the service. 

Support continues to be provided to the 
Carswell Food Bank - report on page 8. The 
PCC continues to organise the distribution of 
the church flowers after the Sunday service 
to those in need of some comfort and support 
or indeed to celebrate a happy event.  
Anyone interested in some exercise and 
companionship should note that the Walking 
Group are back in action and get together 
every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month, 
meeting at 10.00am at the Mid Road. 

Volunteers Wanted as Kirk Carers 
As we emerge from pandemic restrictions, it 
is intended to reinstate the offer of pastoral 
care to the congregation through Kirk Carers.  
This will include visits to members who are 
isolated or lonely and would benefit from 
some additional company to help with their 
mental and emotional state.  The visits may 
also allow essential respite for full time 
carers.  This support would be tailored to suit 
needs but typically would involve visits every 
2 to 3 weeks.  The PCC is therefore seeking 
to recruit a number of volunteer ‘Kirk Carers’ 
from within the congregation willing to visit 
people and provide friendship and company 
to them on a regular basis.  No special 
talents are required, other than the ability to 
talk and listen compassionately.  For further 
information on volunteering please contact 
Scott Whiteford (jswhiteford@aol.com) or 
Kay Brown (kay.mearns.brown@gmail.com).

mailto:jswhiteford@aol.com
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On 30th October the Faith Development Team offered a morning for reflection and prayer 
for the challenges of Covid, the needs of our Community, and for Climate Change at the 
start of Cop 26.

Frederick Douglas Ableitner on Sunday Oct 24th 
with parents Jade and Eric

James Scott Grant on Sunday21st November, with 
parents Alastair and Gillian, Godmother Alison, and 
Godfather David.


	Pastoral Care Team

