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March 2022 

Parish News 
EAGLESHAM PARISH CHURCH 

From the Manse 

It really is hard to believe that Easter is fast approaching! As soon as Christmas is over the shops 
are already stocking up on Easter eggs and it can all feel a bit early. But as the days become milder, 
the nights become lighter, and as the daffodils begin to bloom, change is upon us as we enter into 
the season of Spring, with Easter just around the corner. 

Spring is my favourite time of year. Whilst I enjoy bundling up in the winter months and getting cosy 
in the house, come March it feels so promising to be entering into a new season that allows new 
possibilities such as lovely walks around the village, picnics, and if you are anything like us Ableitners 
it’ll be constant BBQ’s for supper! And Spring is a special time of year for us as a family as it’s a 
time when Eric and I got married and also when our son Fred was born. And so, as Spring comes 
around again it leaves me reminiscing of all these fond memories I have of special times. 

We have all had to experience a great deal of change in our lives these past two years. And as 
restrictions begin to now ease, we are having to adapt to change again. As a Church and community 
we have had to journey through this unknown time and adapt to reaching out to people in new and 
different ways from what has been done before. We have installed live-streaming and recording 
facilities in the church, enabling our fantastic tech team to record worship services, funerals, and 
weddings - allowing those unable to attend to still feel part of these services. 

But over the last 6 months there has been more change in your new appointment of your Minister, 
me, and then Youth Worker, Murdo, beginning with us full-time in January of this year. Murdo and I 
have been working together to engage with the children in our Church and in the BBs, Brownies, 
and Guides, and with our local schools and community. Murdo has re-started our Youth Group EPYC 
and we are super excited about our involvement in this year’s fair… stay tuned for more details!                                                                                                         
continued on page 3 

Decorating Kids Corner in the church 
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Fabric Convenor 
Jim Alexander 
284 Glasgow Road, Waterfoot  
Eaglesham G76 0EW 
tel 0141 644 3837 
 
Halls Convenor 
Ann Robertson 
57 Craighlaw Avenue, Waterfoot  
Eaglesham G76 0EX 
0141 644 3704 
  
 
Magazine Editor 
Duncan MacIntyre 
74 Montgomery St  
Eaglesham G76 0AU 
tel 01355302884 
 macintyre74@btinternet.com 

  

 
 
Session Clerk  
Sheila Lamont 
22 Bonnyton Dr 
Eaglesham G76 0LU 
tel 01355 302368 
  
Gift Aid Convenor 
Ronnie MacIntyre 
64 Brackenrig Cresc, Waterfoot  
Eaglesham G76 0HF 
tel 0141 644 3255 
 
Freewill Offering Convenor 
Bill Condie 
01355231387 
Condie@btinternet.com 

  

 
 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator  
Douglas Maclachlan 
13 Polnoon St 
Eaglesham G76 0BH  
tel 01355 302635 

 
Health and Safety Administrator 
Wendy Armstrong 
6 Lynn Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0JJ 
tel 01355302346 
 
Eaglesham Church Office  
Carswell Hall, Montgomery 
Street Eaglesham G76 0AS 
tel/fax 01355 302087 
office@eagleshamparishchurch. 
co.uk  

 

Team Convenors 

Outreach - Giles Blair 

Admin - Hugh Green 

Pastoral Care - Scott Whiteford 

Youth Strategy - Debbie Blair 

Faith Development - Gillian Norval 

Parish news is published by Eaglesham Parish Church 

Scottish Charity Number SC006377 

Comments, articles, suggestions for future issues to macintyre74@btinternet.com 

Keep in touch with church activities 

• Website…..www.eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk 

• Facebook…..Eaglesham Parish Church 
@Heartofvillage 

• Qr code - below - leads to church website 

Notices 

Baptisms 

Dec 5th Lewis Sneddon 

Feb 14th Joshua Lamond 

Deaths 

Dec 30. Malcolm McKernzie, 20 Brackenrig Cresc 

Jan 5. Jean Greig, Mearns House Care Home 

Jan 8. Aileen Munro, 17 Glasgow Rd 

Jan 9. Alec Cumming, 24 Craigbank Cresc 

                       

There is a phone line where members without internet access can hear 

a recent sermon. 01355681661 

mailto:macintyre74@btinternet.com
mailto:macintyre74@btinternet.com
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From the Manse continued 

At our Lent Bible Study group at the Wishing Well we have been focusing on the theme of being 
surprised by God’s generosity. And in a time when we have all experienced such change I am sure, 
like me, you are still able to look back and think about all those blessings along the way. I am so 
honoured to hear those I visit tell me of the amazing support they have received  from their church 
family, in a time when they are either dealing with illness or going through a particularly difficult 
time. So many of you have gone out your way whether it be delivering hot meals, dropping off 
cards, telephone calls, or front-door-stop visits, all to show you care. It is so wonderful to witness 
how God moves through others and how he generously provides what we need and more…. 

In the Gospel of Luke, when Jesus asked Fisherman Simon to throw his net into the sea, they 
caught so many fish that they filled two boats worth. Did Jesus over-provide? Surely there would 
be a lot of wastage? Jesus knew that when he asked the fishermen to follow him they would be 
leaving their families behind, and so, in this generous catch, he was providing for their families need 
in the men’s absence. This helps us to remember that we worship a living God, who sent his son, 
Jesus Christ, so that He could experience life with us, understanding our practical needs and 
providing for them. And I think we will always be surprised by God’s generosity because he provides 
what we don’t even know we need at times. 

So no matter how this Parish News finds you, know that the God who created you holds you in the 
palm of his hands, and no matter what you face you do not do it alone. We are the body of Christ, 
a church family, able to do God’s work and make a change for the better. As our brothers and 
sisters in Ukraine experience devasting change and turmoil, let us pray that they would know the 
peace of Christ and let us reach out in loving our neighbour, near and far. 

With God’s blessings,    Jade Ableitner 

News from Bt Bridget’s 
 
We are pleased to report a steady increase in 
numbers coming back to our weekly 6pm vigil 
Mass. Our Parish Pastoral Council is planning 
for the year ahead as we continue to emerge 
from COVID. During Lent Deacon Paul will 
host a prayerful Holy Hour on the three 
Wednesdays before Easter at 7pm in St. 
Bridget's. Easter Services will be confirmed 
soon on our parish facebook page.  
We encourage people to contribute the Lenten 
Wee Box appeal https://www.sciaf.org.uk/ 
Our  P4 aged children will make 
their  sacrament of First Holy Communion on 
Saturday the 23rd of April in the parish, and our 
P7's will make their sacrament of Confirmation 
on May 4th at St Joseph's Church in Clarkston. 
We in St Bridget's, who  are led by Bishop John 
Keenan of the Diocese of Paisley,  wish to 
congratulate our neighbours in the 
ArchDiocese of Glasgow on the recent 
appointment of Bishop William Nolan. 
 
Danny McKendry   07454 007302 

 

From the Organ Loft 
 
Kelvingrove Art Galleries  Daily Organ Recitals 
restarted on Friday 11th March  
Monday to Saturday recitals are at 1 to1.30pm; 
on Sundays 3 to 3.45pm 
Our own organist returns to the organ bench 
to  play at Kelvingrove on Monday 16th May at 
1pm. 
Choir practices have now resumed on a 
Thursday night in the Carswell Hall at 7.30pm - 
until 9.15. Our choir is small but enthusiastic. W 
e are particularly looking for men to join Stuart 
and Richard. The ability to read music is not 
required. Please consider this invitation and 
come and join us.You will have a ball. 
 

A wildlife appeal 
Human life depends enormously on a healthy 
natural world.  Wildlife of many species, 
especially pollinators, is in serious decline.  So if 
you do any sort of gardening and have an 
interest in keeping nature and humanity alive 
and thriving include as many native plants ( 
trees, shrubs, flowers) as possible to help 
essential wildlife. 

https://www.sciaf.org.uk/


 

  4 

Session Notes 
Welcome to spring! As we move through Lent 
and look forward to Easter there is much to 
hope for. Warmer weather, lighter nights, the 
new birth of plants and flowers and most of all 
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus. There has 
been a long period of darkness with the 
coronavirus pandemic and all its restrictions 
with the pain of separation. More recently 
there has also been the darkness of the 
invasion of Ukraine and the terrible loss of life 
that has caused. We pray that peace will be 
restored and for God’s love and hope to be 
experienced by all those displaced or 
suffering harm and loss. 
 
It has been wonderful experiencing Jade 
leading our worship and introducing her 
enthusiasm and energy into our church, 
encouraging us with our mission and worship. 
We are also blest with the appointment of 
Murdo McTear, our new Youth Ministry 
Worker. Not only has Murdo thrown himself 
enthusiastically into youth work, he has also 
led worship when needed both at Kairos and 
in the church. Welcome Murdo and thank you 
for all you are doing and for your energy and 
enthusiasm! 
Another exciting piece of news recently is that 
Jade, Eric and Fred are expecting a new 
addition to their family. The new baby is due 
in August and we look forward to this new 
addition to our church family. 
 
There have been changes to our teams 
managing church affairs with Maureen 
Hunter retiring as Admin convener after a 
number of years faithfully carrying out this 
role. David Reid has also decided that it is 
time for him to step back from his finance and 
admin roles, again after many years of faithful 
service. We thank both for all their hard work 
and dedication. Hugh Green has agreed to 
take on the essential role of Admin Convener 
and we thank him for this.Our treasurer, 
Elspeth Napier, is retiring and looks forward 
to travelling more and enjoying life! She will 
no longer be able to carry out the role of 
treasurer for us. If you or anyone you know of 
might be able to take over as treasurer please 
contact me. 
 
Our Climate Change team which was set up 
recently, is managing the changing of the 
heating system in the manse to a lower 

carbon, heat pump system. This is possible 
due to the amazingly generous gift of the 
funding by a member who believes 
passionately that the church should set an 
example in controlling carbon emissions to 
protect God’s planet. So much so that they 
have personally funded this project. We are 
very blessed by such faith. If you would like 
to know more about the work of this team 
please contact Ronald McLean, convener. 
 
Along with this edition of Parish News you will 
receive a letter outlining our current position 
financially as a church and that we need to 
find answers to our challenges. There are so 
many wonderful things happening in our 
church that I know it is a place of hope and 
excitement for the future and I trust and 
believe that God will be with us as we find the 
answers we need. Please read the letter 
carefully and prayerfully.  
 
Rather than a Stated Annual Meeting, this 
year the Kirk Session have agreed to a more 
forward looking event in the form of a 
congregational conference. Details will be 
announced soon but I wanted to let you know 
in advance. I think this will be an exciting and 
informative event and I hope many of you will 
become involved in it.  
 
With hope for what is to come I wish you a 
very Happy Easter.  God Bless. 
Sheila Lamont 
 

Children and Youth Ministry Update 

It is just over two months since I had the 
privilege of joining this amazing community 
as your new children and youth worker. The 
past two months have been a crazy time of 
new beginnings and finding my feet in a new 
environment. I want to extend a huge thank 
you to everyone for making me feel so 
welcome and providing so much support. 

In such a short time there has been much that 
we have seen that I am excited to tell you 
about. One of the first major things that has 
happened is being able to go back into 
schools for assemblies and groups! In 
February I had the joy of going into Mearns 
Castle High School to lead the assemblies 
with their chaplain Scott for S1-4. I am also 
as I write this set to go back to the high school 
for another week of assemblies to talk about 
Easter. We are also now able to go into 
Eaglesham Primary School which is such a 
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talk about Easter. We are also now able to go 
into Eaglesham Primary School which is such a 
huge blessing.  

You may have noticed are the changes to the 
Kids Corner in the church. We had an amazing 
craft day where the children who came had the 
opportunity to paint the pew, make decorations, 
and generally put their stamp on the kid’s corner. 
A huge thank you to Eric Ableitner for taking the 
time to sand down the pew for us ready to be 
painted! We will be having another day of 
crafting and fun in the near future so that the rest 
of the pew can be painted and other decorations 
can be put up. 

I have also been able to see the Church Builders 
and look forward each time to finding out what 
they have been learning and what craft they get 
up to! We also have seen the return of our Youth 
Group EPYC and have expanded it to be for 
young people in P6-S6. We hope to see this 
group grow and develop in the near future. And 
last but certainly not least, the opportunity to join 
in with Messy Church. I can’t wait for more 
opportunities to see young people getting the 
chance to have fun while learning about the 
Gospel message. 

Thank you again for all your support and for 
welcoming me so warmly to the community. 

                                                    Murdo McTear 

A Favourite Verse 
 
Duncan invited me to submit a piece for the 
Parish News, which should reflect on a 
favourite verse or passage of mine from the 
Bible. If he had only asked for a recipe or to 
help at an Outreach catering event that would 
have been welcomed, but putting my 
thoughts on paper is not a task which comes 
naturally to me. As you now know I agreed to 
try, I hope my efforts reflect what this 
passage means to me. 
 
A dear member of our fabric team, some 
years ago, always referred to me as Mrs. 
Hygiene so perhaps some of you will be able 
to guess the passage. It comes from Luke 10 
verses 38-42, the story of Jesus at the home 
of Martha and Mary. I have always thought of 
myself as the Martha figure, happiest when I 
am looking after people at home or in my 
second kitchen organising food for Church 
functions. 
 
We read in Verse 39 that Mary sat at the 
Lord’s feet listening to his every word; 
meanwhile in verse 40 Martha was distracted 
from listening, stressing over the 
preparations to make their visitors feel 
welcome. So these words always make me 
wonder if I have my priorities in order, as I 
would have been Martha in such a situation.  
Do I put devotion to Christ and his word first, 
or am I more concerned about doing good 
deeds? We may be inclined at times to let our 
busy lives of service distract us from 
spending time with Jesus and focusing on his 
word. However it is important to note that in 
verse 41 Jesus gently speaks to Martha 
advising not to stress or worry, that it is 
important to devote time to him. He hasn’t 
criticised her efforts, rather the time spend 
fussing instead of spending it with him. 
 
Whenever I think of this passage I believe 
Jesus is gently speaking to me, reminding me 
not to become anxious about spending all my 
time on practical matters but should prioritise 
listening to Jesus through bible study, prayer 
and fellowship. 
                                           Margaret Pitcairn 
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Presbytery Planning 
 
Work on the new Presbytery Mission Plan (PMP) is advancing into its next stage. A special group set up to 
establish principles under which the plan would be created reported to Presbytery in December and a second 
PMP Creation Group has now started work, meeting weekly to attempt to have a Plan in place for Presbytery 
by September/October so that, if approved, it can be presented to the Faith Nurture Forum in Edinburgh for 
their approval by the end of the year as instructed by the 2021 General Assembly – a very tall order! 
 
The outline of the Assembly’s decision was in my last report including the Glasgow Presbytery allocation of 
84 posts for distribution. Presbytery approved in December that some specialist posts be retained and in 
March it was agreed that a total of 7 posts would be set aside for specialist purposes in the PMP. In addition, 
12 posts require to be placed in Priority Area parishes alongside whatever resources they receive through the 
general allocation; this leaves 65 for general distribution and by the time you read this, we shall know how 
these are to be divide up amongst five geographical areas of Presbytery which were also agreed in March. 
 
It is hoped that groups of congregations can meet together in the late spring to plan out locally how best to 
make use of these posts (which can be either ministers in the traditional sense or specialist support workers) 
to further mission whilst continuing to bring the Word to congregations. The work of the PMP includes a 
rationalisation of buildings and every congregation has had to complete a survey form prepared by the General 
Trustee; the form is designed to allow an impartial comparison amongst our buildings so that only the “best” 
will be retained thus releasing more money formerly spent on maintenance to be used elsewhere. 
 
With a total of around 140 congregations and only 65 posts available, significant rationalisation is inevitable 
and whilst some congregations may continue under a ministry shared with their neighbours, others will have 
to unite into a smaller number of worshipping communities. There are too many churches currently hosting 
services attended by 50 or less every week and whilst numbers are not everything, the cost of maintaining 
that pattern is unsustainable. Nor are the “more affluent” areas immune and we too will have to justify how 
best we can survive and move into the future. Eaglesham parish is comparatively small and it is extremely 
unlikely that we can justify a full post to ourselves. How that can be managed will be a challenge but one to 
which, through prayer, we can rise. More lay participation will be inevitable and we now have a number of 
people who have completed a course in conducting worship and we are benefitting from their expertise. 
 
It is intended that the PMP will be fully implemented over the next 5 years ( a considerable number of ministers 
will be retiring over that period including some locally) and changes will be initiated as vacancies arise. Some 
congregations may opt to work towards the PMP for their areas in advance but that will be up to them. 
 
The PMP Creation Group is asking for prayer as they attempt this difficult task so do please pray for Rev Roy 
Henderson and his colleagues as they continue their work. 
                                                                                                              
Stuart W MacGill, Presbytery Elder 

 

Five Marks of Mission. 
The concept of Mission is central to the activity of the Church, locally and on a national scale. Church 
of Scotland Presbyteries are currently drawing up ‘Mission plans’. But what does it mean? In the 
1980s and 90s discussions in the Anglican community led to the adoption of five Marks of Mission. 
Since then they have become more widely accepted, including recently within the Church of 
Scotland. They are 
• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
• To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 
• To respond to human need by loving service 
• To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace 

and reconciliation 
• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth. 
Discussion within the CofS Theological forum suggested that they should be seen as an overall vision 
statement rather than a check list for deciding on particular areas of activity. However, Life and Work 
is featuring each in turn for discussion over the first half of 2022. 
Life and Work is available for initial subscription on the basis of 12 copies for the price of 10. Contact 
lifeandwork.org or speak to Alan Macbrair 

http://lifeandwork.org/
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The Guild 
 

We were fortunate that the 
belated 90th birthday 
celebrations of the Guild on 
Dec 8th were able to go ahead 
as the very next day new 
Covid restrictions were 
announced! This was a very 
special evening attended by 
convenors past and present 
(as seen in the photo). We 
were entertained by our own 
church choir with Alan McKay 
as guest speaker. Betty 
Primrose, our longest serving 
member, cut the celebration 
cake.  
Restrictions delayed the 
second half of our session until 
February but we have since enjoyed many happy evenings of fellowship including travel 
evenings, transported to places far and wide, something we have all missed. A speaker 
from eating disorder charity BEAT explained how they help to secure early treatment for 
sufferers and possible support for families - the second of our Guild projects. At the 
beginning of March we held the World Day of Prayer service. Our own faith and 
Development convenor, Gillian Norval, led us in an inspiring reflection on the theme of the 
service - ‘I know the plans I have for you’. As always it was a happy and uplifting event. 
We were delighted  friends from Age Concern could join us. Our AGM on March 16th was 
combined with a very successful Bring 2 Buy sale with proceeds donated to the Ukranian 
relief fund. The Session concludes on March 23rd when we are looking forward to a musical 
evening with the new Eaglesham and Waterfoot Community Choir. 
 
The convenors and committee have been encouraged and uplifted this session by the 
faithful attendance of our loyal members and have been delighted to welcome new 
members and visitors. Our thanks go to them for their continued support during what has 
been a difficult two years.  
At the time of writing we are starting to plan our syllabus for 2022-3. In the meantime, as 
in the last few years, we plan to hold a ‘Tea and chat’ afternoon once a month in the 
Carswell Hub on Wednesdays from 2 to 4pm. These afternoons are open to everyone in 
the village and we look forward to welcoming both old and new faces. The proposed dates 
are May 4th; June 8th; July 6th; Aug 3rd; Sept 14th. Come and join us - you can be 
sure of a good welcome 
                                                                                                                   Guild Committee 
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Fair Week 

The Church Outreach team has plans for 2022 Eaglesham Fair - postponed from last year.  
• To get the week off to a good start, a Songs of Praise service at 11am on Sunday, May 

29th in the Parish Church to include favourite hymns picked by villagers. 
• On Fair Saturday, June 4th, the church will be open for folk to look around and at 2pm 

hear the fully-restored Willis Organ played in all its glory. 
• The Carswell Centre will also be open with a history society display, and the Eaglesham 

statues and Eaglesham quilt also proudly on show. Plus the kids might be entertained 
by a craft activity. 

• A Church of Scotland double-decker Message Bus will be at the fair from 2-4pm with a 
range of entertainment and information. 

• To close the fair, a gig by renowned musician Alistair Tweedie and friends performing a 
variety of 60s/70s blues jazz numbers. Carswell Centre at 7pm on Sunday, June 5th. 
Donations to Tearfund. 

Volunteers will be needed to help with these events. If you able to help please 
contact Giles Blair at 07778 829715 or gilesblair@btinternet.com. 

mailto:gilesblair@btinternet.com
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BB Reports 

Anchor Boys 

We are going strong as we come into Spring at Anchor Boys with 25+ boys attending regularly on a 
Tuesday night.  Since the winter break they have enjoyed a large range of activities.  Covid denied 
the boys their annual Christmas movie night so we pushed it back to February and enjoyed popcorn 
and juice as we watched Robin Hood on a projector in the Laird Halls.  The boys also learned about 
the BB badge and what the Anchor, cross and motto means and where it all originates from. They 
had a shot of making the badge in various different ways before making a giant badge themselves 
in the hall (pictured).  On Shrove Tuesday (always a highlight for the boys) we discussed Shrove 
Tuesday, Ash Wednesday and Lent and what we might give up and why.  Suggestions ranged from 
crisps, to cheese to homework and we finished off with some pancakes topped with butter and 
jam.  As the nights get longer we hope to go out into the Orry to play more games and do more 
activities. We hope to have a date for our annual display soon. 

Junior Section 

Another excellent session in the Junior Section, where the boys continue to work hard in 
their preparations for the end of session display on May 26th. We have continued to expand 
throughout the whole year’s sessions, and have 26 boys who attend on a Thursday, 
supported by 5 staff members. We continue to work in helping the boys achieve their badges. 
We had a great night out at the Laserquest in Glasgow, followed by going out for pizza. It 
was well enjoyed by all. In a few weeks, we are away for our annual residential at Carronvale 
House. This year, we have the pleasure of opening this up to all boys as a well-deserved 
pick me up after what has been a difficult couple of years. We have just run our final 
sponsorship of the session, where, with lots of hard work from the boys, we raised an 
amazing £520. This is an absolute amazing achievement, and was a group effort. A very big 
thank you to all family and friends who helped. 

                                                                             Niall Barclay/Adam Nealis, OIC Junior Section 

Company Section 
The Company Section of the 205th Glasgow (Eaglesham) BB continues to go from strength to 
strength despite the coronavirus pandemic which seems now likely to be here to stay. I continue to 
be very grateful for the support that we receive from parents and carers in encouraging the boys to 
attend. Our numbers are strong right now and long may it continue. Our programme continues to be 
varied with a mixture of learning and physical activity. We were also delighted to have had a couple 
of visits from Murdo, our new youth worker, who is keen to come up and bring some Christian Faith 
to the boys on a regular basis. Although I could not make it myself, we had an almost 100% 
attendance rate for our Company weekend away at Carronvale House. Boys, seniors and staff 
enjoyed a packed weekend of sports, games, quizzing and fellowship at one of the BB s national 
residential centres. It s the first time we have taken so many boys away (other than camp) and it was 
a fantastic success. There was little rest in between for 5 of our senior boys who then went on to the 
Queens badge residential weekend away the next weekend. The 205 has consistently produced 
Queensmen and we re proud that we continue to do so. The countdown is now on to the Display 
(Sat 21st May 2022) and Camp (Fri 15th to Fri 22nd July for boys; and to Sun 24th for seniors). Camp 
is not to be missed. Any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 

BB Seniors. Once you reach the age of 16 you are no longer a ‘boy’ but a ‘senior’ in the Boys Brigade. 

This is where we have to become creative with them in order to keep them interested and coming back every 
Friday evening as at this age their worlds will be opening new doors for them.  We have 12 fantastic seniors 
showing up week after week thanks to the classes we give them. This consists of  baking, plenty of competitive 
sports and trips to football astro pitches and trampoline parks. Their enthusiasm for wanting to learn how to 
bake, referee sporting games and working towards their Queens badge is very rewarding and we hope that 
every single one of these fantastic young men  continue their journey in the 205th Boys Brigade as leading 
officers.  
                                                                                                                          Greg Cunningham 
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BB Activities. Shrove Tuesday, A Human BB Badge, Laserquest, and Company section at Carronvale 

Music and Worship Team Notes from Wendy Armstrong 
 

Since my last update for Parish News, our Tech Team have continued to develop their expertise. 
One issue we have struggled with on a few occasions is the WiFi signal in the church which 
appears a bit wayward in relation to live streaming. Unfortunately on some Sundays we have 
been unable to live stream. Our apologies to those who have been disappointed when this 
happens. We are working on it! Be assured that when it does happen we always also make a 
recording of the service and this will be on our you tube channel usually later on the Sunday. Kay 
Brown, Fiona McCrae and Elaine and Ken Paterson are our main tech gurus and we thank them 
all for their work. 
 
Ken and Fiona have also looked in some detail at the AV system in the Carswell, and have made 
a number of adjustments to this. It is now much more reliable for groups using the Centre. Ken 
will be running a training session for those who wish to attend on the use of the AV equipment in 
the Carswell - including use of the Whiteboard in the Hub. We’ll let all our hall user groups know 
of this, and will put notices on our facebook page and the website so keep your eyes peeled! 
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. Pastoral Care 
Over the Festive period, the Pastoral Care Committee (PCC) purchased and distributed over 40 
Christmas poinsettia to deserving members of the Parish, in particular those who are no longer able 
to attend church.  We are told that some remain in bloom to this day! 
The distribution of the church flowers after the Sunday service continues on a weekly basis to those 
in need of some comfort and support or indeed to celebrate a happy event. 
 

Carswell Foodbank. Collections continue at the Carswell Centre on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
11 - 12 with a group of around 11 volunteers taking it in turns to supervise the donations. We continue 
to support the East Renfrewshire food bank at Barrhead, the Castlemilk Pantry and the Castlemilk 
Community Church.  The list of items ‘most wanted ’is on the door at the Carswell Centre and on the 
Eaglesham Parish Church website. 
The East Renfrewshire foodbank at Barrhead has seen an increase to around 40 users per week on 
average.  Castlemilk Pantry see around 70 -80 persons per week on average.  The 
Castlemilk Community Church is supporting at present 40 new asylum seekers and refugees who 
are currently living in Home Office accommodation.  This is as well as supporting and 
befriending those who are more established in the local area.  There is a concern that the number of 
refugees may rise shortly as a result of the war in Ukraine.  The Community Church doesn't have a 
foodbank as such, so those in need are given food parcels from our donations.  Recently, all 22 
participants in the weekly English class received a parcel. 
In 2021 over 1200 parcels were donated to the Carswell Centre. Thank you for your loyal and 
continuing support.  For further information, please contact Mary MacGill or Jim French through the 
Church office. 
 

Crossreach is the name given to the Church of Scotland Social Care Services that provide essential 
care for a wide range of people that need support.  This includes the following; support for drug and 
alcohol abuse, mental health counselling, care for the elderly, including dementia support, support 
for vulnerable children, including residential care, support to prisoners and their families.  I have 
recently been appointed the EPC Crossreach Coordinator.  The proceeds from the June Communion 
offering will go to Crossreach.  The Church has invited the charity to provide a speaker to talk in 
more detail about their services on Sunday 29th May before the June Communion the following week. 
                                                                                                                                                      Scott Whiteford 
 

Health and Safety 
 
As we know, at the moment about 1 of 18 of us have COVID, so on a normal Sunday in church and when we 
are attending meetings in our buildings, we will be highly likely to be mixing with others who have COVID, and 
we may well have this ourselves although not be aware of it. I write this not to alarm people unnecessarily, 
but simply to point out that the mitigations we have in place are there for a reason! Please continue to use 
hand sanitisers, to wear face coverings, and at the moment to maintain 1M distance from those in other 
households. Wearing of face coverings in church will continue to be mandatory (and legally required) until at 
least 4th April. Please continue to take a Lateral Flow Test before coming to church buildings. I know we all 
want to wave a cheery goodbye to these restrictions, but we also want to keep this virus as far away from us 
as possible! 
 
The Church of Scotland has clear guidelines on what we are required to do if we have positive COVID cases 
in our buildings. This involves enhanced cleaning, if required, and the provision of information to hall users to 
alert them to the presence of positive cases, so that people can decide if they want to go for further testing 
etc. From my contact with people who have tested positive, I am heartened by the care and concern that they 
have for others. It is clear to me that they want to do all they can to keep others safe. Thank you! 
 
Some good news is that Jade has been working hard to plan our Easter Services, and it looks like we will be 
able to return to something more approaching normality at Easter time. In terms of our primary school, Jade 
is now able to carry out in-person assemblies which is a great step forward. And we have tentative plans for 
an end of term service in the church in June.  
                                                                                                Wendy Armstrong, Health and Safety Admin 
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Admin Report 

It’s all change on the Admin Committee. Maureen Hunter has stepped down as convener and has 
been replaced by Hugh Green. Maureen served as convener for over 10 years and we all owe her 
our grateful thanks for the efficient way she has run our committee. Luckily for Hugh, she is not 
retiring from the committee and will be able to ensure a smooth handover and a guiding hand going 
forward. We are also losing our Finance Convener, David Reid who has decided to retire after many 
years serving on the admin team. He will be sorely missed. 

We are also looking for a new Church Treasurer, to replace Elspeth Napier who is also retiring from 
the admin team later this year. If you know of anyone willing to take on the role of treasurer, please 
let Rev. Jade, the session Clerk or me know. 

You will have received a letter with this edition of Parish News, outlining how our church is looking 
positively to the future, but also pointing out that progress doesn’t come without cost. In the year to 
end December 2021, we had a deficit in our accounts of £5378 and we are unfortunately showing 
a budgeted deficit in 2022 of more than £20,000. It has been some time since we have approached 
the congregation to look at their giving, so please take this opportunity to think about helping us to 
eliminate our deficit, either by making a one-off payment, however small, and/or increasing your 
weekly offering to the church. Details of how you can do this are included with the letter. I am sure 
you will rise to the challenge. 

Hugh Green, Admin Convenor  hugh@polbae.com     07932 553995 

Gift Aid 

We are most fortunate that Eaglesham Parish Church is a registered charity, and as such has the 
ability to recover from HMRC 25 pence in every pound donated by those members paying tax, at 
least equivalent to the amount claimed on their behalf each year. This applies when those 
contributing have signed a gift aid declaration form, held on file by the church.  

During 2021, £18661.00 was recovered in respect of normal weekly, monthly, or annual giving, by 
banker s orders, freewill offering envelopes, and annual cheques. This substantial figure is a 
valuable contribution toward Eaglesham Church achieving its annual budget. The figure does not 
include the very important donations made toward funding the salary for our youth ministry, on 
which we have also recovered gift aid. We are most grateful to all who have continued to support 
the church financially, each in their own way, during a difficult year for many of us.  

The Kirk Session has agreed the budget for 2022, and as noted above we are facing a budgeted 
shortfall of £20703. This deficit arises following the pandemic, as the church nationally and locally 
returns to meeting its responsibilities both here in Eaglesham, and for the wider work of the church. 
We have however budgeted income of £20000 of gift aid in this year, and with your continuing 
support we are sure that this will be achieved.  

Perhaps this is an opportunity for us to consider how we can help as individuals, for example making 
sure that a gift aid form is in place if we are tax payers, but also whether we might review our own 
level of giving which maybe we have not done for some considerable time. Although money and 
finance can be sensitive subjects to talk about, we know  that for many, 2022 will be a difficult year. 
However we all have a responsibility to continue that support as best as we can.  

Individual circumstances can change over time, and some contributors may no longer have a 
requirement to pay tax. If you know that you are no longer paying tax and believe that the church 
may still be making a gift aid claim on your behalf, please let me know, so that I can cancel the gift 
aid declaration.  And let me know if I can be of any help regarding gift aid or bankers orders.  

               Ronnie McIntyre 07836 705540 rnmci60@aol.com  

mailto:hugh@polbae.com
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Easter Egg Appeal for Lodging House Mission. Eaglesham Parish Church would like to support 
the Lodging House Mission (LHM) Easter Egg Appeal.  The LHM are seeking donations of Easter 
Eggs for Lent.  They have recently opened their doors again to provide food and respite for 
homeless people and wish to advertise this with gifts of Easter Eggs.  If you are able to donate to 
this worthy cause can you please bring the Easter Eggs to the Carswell Foodbank on Tuesdays or 
Thursdays between 11.00 - 12.00 up to Tuesday 12th April.  Alternatively you can deliver them to 
the Church vestibule on any Sunday up to and including 10th April.  

Easter week services 
Thursday 14th April. 7 - 7.30pm Communion Service. 

Friday 15th April - 12-3pm Church open for reflective Prayer 
Sunday 17th April- 11am family service in the church. 

(there will be no Kairos service on Easter Day)  

Baptism of Joshua Lamond with parents Rebecca and David 

 

Guides at their Thinking Day service on Feb 20th 


