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Two very different recent features of local life - Eaglesham remembers and the Panto 
being enjoyed by BB Anchor Boys
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Keep in touch with church activities 
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• Facebook…..Eaglesham Parish Church 
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Notices 

Baptisms 

Nov 4. James Hale 
            Leila McLachlan 

Nov 25. Kyle Strain 

Death 

November.  Anne MacKenzie, 57 Holehouse Rd 
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From the Manse 
Dear Friends  
The season of Christmas gives us the 
opportunity to wish Peace and Goodwill 
to others in ways we might seldom think 
to do at any other time of year.  We also 
have the opportunity give gifts to others 
in celebration of God’s gift of Jesus Christ 
coming into the world - bringing us the 
Good News that we may know God and 
look forward to life in his Kingdom.   If we 
are fortunate, we may also receive gifts 
from others. And in response we should 
thank them for their kindness and 
generosity.  
 In our Community and Church there are 
many people who freely offer their gifts 
for the benefit of others There are too 
many people for me to thank personally 
which is testimony to the numbers 
involved.  Their collective work makes a 
difference to our entire community. This 
year TREE Eaglesham, The Fair 
Commi t tee and the Lad ies who 
decorated the church and the village with 
poppies at Remembrance time merit a 
special mention.   A big thank you to 
everyone that makes our Church and the 
wider Community work.  
At Christmas we celebrate the coming of 
Jesus into the world, foretold by the 
prophets of old and announced by 
angels.  The bible tells us that Jesus 
came so that people could have set aside 
all the things that separate them from 
God. The birth of Jesus was God’s offer 
to humanity of a new beginning – a time 
when the people of the world could 
refocus on what it means to belong to 
God.   
Amongst the main characters in the 
Christmas story are Angels.  The Angels 
we encounter in the bible are heavenly 
beings, sent by God to bring comfort, 
peace and good news to struggling and 
often frightened people.  In our 
community it is probably unlikely that any 
of us will encounter an Angel in the 
Biblical sense of a heavenly apparition; 
however, within our community we have 
people who are angelic in every other 
way as they bring comfort, peace and a 

listening ear along with help and 
hospitality to those who are struggling. . 
In my time of illness this year both Shirley 
and I have been listened to and 
encouraged by many “angels “in the 
village, within our church family and the 
wider village, sometimes in the most 
unexpected place.     We know they are 
angelic because we have been struck by 
their love, warmth, kindness, self-giving 
nature and understanding.   The amazing 
bit is that they don’t recognise they are 
angels to others because their Love for 
others has become to them second 
nature. I encourage you to look for the 
“angels” as you go about your daily life 
and take the time to thank them for the 
difference they make in peoples lives  
Then learn from them and go and do like.   
May you all know Peace and love this 
Christmas, and may you f ind an 
opportunity to be an angel to someone  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  
Rev Andrew Robertson.  

Session Clerk 
This is my first Parish News in my new role 
as Session Clerk and in that role I would like 
to say hello to you all.  Following in the 
footsteps of Wendy and before her Craig 
means I have a lot to live up to! I have a lot to 
learn in this role and I would ask all of you for 
your patience and understanding as I learn it. 
My details are available in this Parish News 
and on the Church website if you ever need 
to contact me. I am always happy to talk. 
Our minister Andrew is now on a phased 
return to work with the aim of being back full 
time by January and it is wonderful to see 
him back and returning to health. Both Scott 
Kirkland as Interim Moderator and John 
Martindale who provided pulpit supply have 
been a wonderful support and I’m sure we 
are all most grateful for their assistance. 
However it is good to have our own minister 
back.  
As we start this season of Advent we have a 
number of events happening as you will see 
from this Parish News and I look forward to 
all the blessings that these bring. 
I wish you all a very happy Christmas. May it 
bring you peace and joy. 
Sheila Lamont 
sessionclerk@eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk

mailto:sessionclerk@eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk
mailto:sessionclerk@eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk
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When Wendy assumed the role of Session 
Clerk, taking over from me six years ago 
during a spell of ill health, she did so in such 
a seamless manner and so effectively one 
would be forgiven for assuming she'd been 
doing the job for decades. 
A natural candidate for the position, Wendy 
had been independently earmarked  
beforehand in anticipation of my retirement, 
by both Lynn McChlery and myself, when a 
small matter of the heart rendered me hors 
de combat and accelerated Wendy's 
assumption of the role. We had a couple of 
long chats about  the Session Clerk's 
function, I handed over minute book, 
attendance register plus one or two other 
bits and pieces, a briefcase to hold the stuff 
together and Wendy's new career was 
launched. 
Wendy took to the role working with Lynn 
McChlery like a duck to water. They made a 
formidable team. Neither of them a 
respecter of hidebound, outdated formalities 
or antiquated ritual, Wendy acted as the 
perfect foil for Lynn as they brought a 
refreshing informality and insouciance to 
Kirk Session meetings, introducing a 
lightness of touch and their rapier-sharp wit 
to proceedings which might otherwise have 
been dreary and wearisome. When Lynn 
dropped the bombshell of her impending 
departure, Wendy's consummate ability as 
an administrator sensitively superintended 
Lynn's final few weeks in Eaglesham. Her 
subsequent management of the ensuing 
vacancy, and eventual calling of Andrew 
Robertson, set the paradigm for how the 
process should evolve.

Paraphrasing the lyrics of the equally 
incomparable Joni Mitchell, "don't it always 
seem to go that you don't know what you've 
got 'til it's gone" is to encapsulate how many 
will feel about Wendy's decision to relinquish 
her Session Clerk's position. The job brings 
its own pressures and stressful moments and 
Wendy has had her full share, dealing with 
them professionally and with her unique 
aplomb. She has been an outstanding 
Session Clerk, combining the wisdom of a 
latter day Solomon and the patience of Job 
with the grit of a reincarnated Paul of Tarsus. 
An outs tand ing Sess ion Clerk w i th 
outstanding qualities. 
Wendy intends to remain on the Kirk Session 
and direct her good-natured wisdom from the 
back benches. I, for one, am pleased and 
relieved that she'll be there but deeply regret 
that we've lost someone of her calibre as the 
congregation's senior office-bearer.  
Sheila Lamont has agreed to take over the 
role of Session Clerk and both Wendy and I, 
together with our fellow elders, offer Sheila 
our best wishes and full support as she 
settles into her new responsibilities. Sheila is 
an able and competent administrator having 
fulf i l led the role of Church Builders 
Superintendent for several years and will be 
a capable and versatile Session Clerk. We 
wish her well. 
Craig Wishart 

Christmas Services 

Dec 16 at 11am. Children’s nativity service 
Dec  23 at 11am. Family worship 
Dec 23 at 6.30pm. Service of nine lessons 
and carols with retiring collectuon for Lodging 
House Mission. 
Dec 24 at 5.30pm. Walking Nativity Play. 
Meet at the village Christmas tree and follow 
the story to finish in Carswell Centre with 
mulled wine and mince pies. 
Dec 24 at 11.30pm. Watchnight service. 
Carol singing from 11.15 
Dec 25 at 10.30am. Family Christmas 
celebration.  
Dec 30 at 11am. Family worship 

Wendy Armstrong
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New Plans from Faith Development

The Faith Development Team are proud to 
announce some exciting new ventures 
coming up in the New Year.   
Many believing Christians feel that they 
would like to understand more about the 
Bible. To meet this need, we plan to run “The 
Bible Course”.  Recently produced by the 
Bible Society, this gives an insight into how 
the Bible came into being, the authors and 
their different styles of writing. It also looks at 
the bigger picture - why it continues to be an 
integral part of every day life for so many. 
There are up-to-date videos and books which 
accompany the series, and opportunities for 
discussion.  Times and dates will follow.  
Look out for details in the church bulletin. 
Also, on 2nd February, there will be a 
Women’s Retreat Day.  This will be a day for 
women of all ages to get to know each other 
better and to have time to listen and reflect 
on faith in every day life.  Coffee, cake and 
lunch are provided.  The cost will be £10, but 
can be subsidised.  The day will be led by 
Jenny Walley, who works for Church 
Resource Ministries. 
We look forward to welcoming you at these 
events! 
Gillian Norval, Faith Development Team 

Tearfund Big Quiz 2018 
Along with nearly 500 churches in the UK, 
Eaglesham church took part in Tearfund’s Big 
Quiz 2018.  The total number of quizzers was 
22197 and Eaglesham contributed to this 
with a full hall.  A fun night was had by all 
with a challenging quiz and food and drink.  
We managed to raise £291 which will go 
towards the work of Tearfund.  ‘Densa’ was 
our winning team so if you want to challenge 
them, the 2019 quiz is already being 
planned!  Thanks to everyone who helped 
make it a successful evening.

Data Protection 
From May 2018, the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR), came into force. This new 
regulation means that as a congregation we have 
a responsibil i ty to protect the personal 
information that we hold about you.  
Personal data is held by different people within 
the congregation, from the Roll keeper to 
individual church organisations such as the Guild, 
badminton club etc. To identify what is held and 
by whom we will shortly be carrying out a data 
audit of those in any church organisation or in 
administration who keep lists of members etc. 
Following the audit we will  issue guidelines on 
the keeping of these records, what can be done 
with them and what permissions are required 
from individuals for their use, particularly for 
newsletters, bulletins or websites. 
We will be producing a privacy notice and a data 
retention policy which will be freely available on 
church noticeboards, the church website and in 
the church office. This will outline what 
information we hold about you, what we do with 
it, who we share it with, how long we keep it, your 
rights in relation to data held and why we are 
allowed to collect it.  
Until this exercise is carried out, if you have any 
questions or concerns about how we use the 
data we have collected, please email me on 
hugh@polbae.com or phone me on 01355 
302971 
Hugh Green 
Data Co-ordinator 

Seasons greetings from everyone at 
Cambodia Hope Organisation.  
Thank you so much for your unfailing love and 
support this year, our work has gone from 
strength the strength and having you with us for 
the journey has been such a blessing. 
As Christmas approaches we think back over the 
past year and remember all the good work that 
has been done. Stories like Boran’s keep us 
going when things get tough. At Christmas we 
remember God coming to earth in vulnerable 
human form to bring light and hope, and we here 
at CHO it is a reminder to carry them throughout 
out work. 
We wish you the happiest of Christmases. 
To read Boran’s story, visit tearfund.org and click 
on connected churches. 
• Please pray for CHO and their staff, pray that 

God will protect them over the coming year as 
they bring hope to communities in Cambodia. 

• Pray that God would provide for all their 
needs. 

• Pray that God will continue to bless the 
communities CHO are working in.

1 Selkirk. 2 Mungo Park [died exploring the Niger]. 3 
Franklin Roosevelt [ clue that he was the only 
president to serve more than two terms] 
I found that a bit obscure! ed
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BB News  
"The first half of session 2018/19 has been fast paced and action packed for the Company 
Section. In September we held our first lightweight camp of the season down at our 
campsite at Kingscross, Arran. The weather held for most of the time to allow us to get our 
tents up, some food on the go and to tour the island. The highlight may well have been the 
standing stones at Machrie (pictured). In October, a group of BB boys enjoyed the EPYC 
weekend away in the Scottish Borders and were tasked with putting their bushcraft skills to 
the test (pictured). November saw a full company section trip to cheer on the Glasgow Clan 
at ice hockey at Braehead Arena. A trip enjoyed by all and one definitely to be repeated. As 
for our Friday night programme, this has been more varied than ever with drill, cooking, tent 
erection, band, model making, knot tying, games, vaulting, agilities and more! In fact , our 
seniors even learned how to change the wheel on a car! So, as you can see, the BB in 
Eaglesham continues to offer boys much more to do than an X-box ever could. I'd like to 
thank all parents for their support at this year's annual parade. The turnout was great. I'd 
also like to thank the Parents & Friends Group and all that attended our Christmas Fayre 
helping to raise a total exceeding £1200. This shows the support that the community gives 
our company. On an international note, myself and Junior Section Former O/C, Ronan 
Cunningham, took part in the inaugural Eaglesham-Singapore BB summit (pictured). A 
representative from Singapore Battalion was presented with a 205th pendant. On a more 
serious note, while we remain strong, I would love to see an increase in our numbers. If 
there is anyone who knows a boy in the church or community aged P7 - S6, please 
encourage them to come and try out BB. He will certainly enjoy it and it's not too late to 
join. Contact me on greg.cunningham@live.co.uk for further info.  
G. Cunningham O/C."

mailto:greg.cunningham@live.co.uk
mailto:greg.cunningham@live.co.uk
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My Favourite Bible Verse…..John 6: 29 
There are so many verses I love. My circumstances will influence which verse I bring to mind, 
whether I need encouragement, hope, comfort, and so on. Hence, I don’t have one particular 
favourite verse. 
However, I would like to share a verse which I have often focused on as a Minister of the 
Word, Pastor and Evangelist. That verse is John 6:29. I normally cite this in the context of the 
passage it sits in, so I would be thinking of John 6: 25-40, which is my “go to” passage for 
funerals, especially Parish ones where there was no prior involvement with the Church. 
In that passage John, an eyewitness to the things he writes, tells us that people seek out 
Jesus and ask questions of Him. Jesus responds and makes huge claims which demand 
attention. The Gospel leaves us in no doubt as to the enormity of the subject. As I usually say, 
eternal issues are at stake in what we conclude and the choice we make. 
The crowd following Jesus after the miraculous feeding find Him and ask an inane question, 
“Rabbi when did You get here?” Jesus challenges their earthly thinking and brings the eternal 
to the front. He tells them they have missed the sign (that points to Him as God’s Messiah) 
because they are focussed on the temporal. He says we are not to labour for things that don’t 
last. 
Then comes a very Jewish question from the crowd . “What must we do to do the works God 
requires?” The Jews wanted to obey the law, keep the commandments and precepts of God 
because they understood that was how to please Him. Even today, many people think they 
can satisfy God by doing things, usually good works. They have the mistaken notion that at 
the end of life, on the day of judgement, they will be able to stand before God and plead all 
the good things they have done to outweigh their faults. Somehow God will weigh the balance 
and the scale will tip in their favour. And that’s partly why this is my favourite verse. It blows 
that foolish thinking right out of the water. 
John 6, verse 29 tells us that Jesus says, “The work of God is this……” What?  Become a 
celebrity? No! Do good to everyone? No! Give to the poor? No! Become a Nobel laureate for 
peace? No! Have cosmetic surgery and become the most beautiful person ever? No! Become 
a leader? No! Why none of these? Because these are temporal things. In themselves they 
may not be wrong aims to have. But the crux of this matter is what do we need to do to satisfy 
God? 
Read the verse carefully. It’s staggering in its simplicity, and that’s why it is one of my 
favourite verses. “The work of God is this: to believe in the one He has sent.” Isn’t that 
wonderful? You don’t have to rich, famous, successful or whatever. What matters is that we 
believe in Jesus (who is the one God has sent)! This verse tells me that it matters not who I 
am, where I come from, what I’ve done or what folk think of me. What matters is that I believe 
in Jesus. 
Now that is just part of the reason for my liking this verse. The exciting part is what results 
from my believing in Christ. Read on in Chapter 6 and you see Jesus describing what belief in 
Him gives us. It gives us belonging, acceptance, security and an eternal future!! All this by the 
grace of God who loves us. 
The next time you are worried about whether God will accept you or whether you think you’ve 
done enough to earn God’s favour, remind yourself of these words of Jesus, “The work of 
God is this: to believe in the one He has sent.” And, of course, that’s the whole point of 
Christmas, isn’t it? 

                                                                              John Martindale 
If you have a favourite passage or verse you would like to share with others please get in touch…Ed
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The Guild 

It is hard t o believe we are nearing the end 
of the first half of our Guild session and 
looking forward to our Christmas night on 
Dec 12th. We have enjoyed many 
evenings of friendship and fellowship with 
a variety of informative and inspirational 
s p e a k e r s , a s w e l l a s m u s i c a l 
entertainment. We have been delighted to 
welcome new members and have also had 
more men joining us on a regular basis. 
On Saturday 24th November our annual 
Christmas Cracker fundraiser was a huge 
success, raising a marvellous £1150 for the 
work of the Church and for the two Guild 
projects we are supporting this year. The 
first of these is the Boys’ Brigade. We are 
blessed in Eaglesham to have a well 
attended and staffed 205th BB company 
but not all young folk are so fortunate. The 
aim of the project is to expand BB work 
across Scotland, enriching the lives of 
more children and young people by 
allowing them to share in fun activities and 
experiences while growing in Christian 
faith. The second Seema Project illustrates 
that the Guild never shies away from 
difficult subjects. In Pune, India many 
women are trafficked and forced to work as 
prostitutes. Their children are thrown out 
on to the streets where they are at risk of 
exploitation. The aim of the project is to 
build a home for these children and a 
rescue centre for victims of the sex 
industry. These are both excellent projects 
and a big thank you must go to those who 
helped and supported us on 24th 
November, al lowing us to make a 
difference to these people’s lives. 
On February 16th we hold our annual 
charity coffee morning. The two charities 
we are supporting this year are Playlist for 
Life - started by Sally Magnusson for those 
suffering from Alzheimer’s - and Guide 
Dogs for the Blind - very appropriate this 
year when our Guild theme is ‘Seeking the 
Way’. Please put this date in your diary. 
Following the success of our ‘Smalls for All’ 
collection last year to provide underwear 
for women in Africa, this session we are 

collecting packs of socks to be distributed 
to the homeless on the streets of our city. 
Thank you to all those who have already 
donated. 
From us all at the Guild we wish you 
peace, joy and love this Christmas 
Fiona Hamilton, Guild secretary 

The Guild, Christian Aid and Solar 
Ovens 

In 2015 one of the Guild’s supported 
projects was ‘Caring for Mother Earth’ in 
Bolivia with Christian Aid. Solar ovens had 
been developed for use in the sunny high 
Altiplano area. The project involved trial 
with communities in the Amazon rain 
forest. It has been immensely successful. 
An initial pilot with a few families saw an 
immediate 35% reduction in wood and gas 
consumption and halving of the time spent 
cooking. Now 260 ovens have been 
installed, much less time is spent by 
women collecting firewood and cooking 
over open fires and a recipe book based 
on solar oven cooking has been produced. 
After a conversation during a Christian Aid 
visit to Malawi plans are underway for a 
similar project there.  

Church of Scotland Advent Calendar 
Introduced by Moderator Rt Rev Susan 
Brown…….. 
“The Christmas story is about the 
wonderful and shocking arrival of the Son 
of God into the midst of the lives of very 
ordinary human beings.  
That coming talks of God's love for us 
being a love that rolls up its sleeves, ready 
to get involved in the mucky complexities 
of human life. 
And that's what makes it Good News.” 
The calendar is a daily reflection sent to 
your e-mail address. To sign up go to 
thechurchofscotland.adventcalendar.com

http://thechurchofscotland.adventcalendar.com
http://thechurchofscotland.adventcalendar.com
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Eastwood Ecumenical Peace and Justice Forum 
This group has members from the range of churches in Eastwood. It was established in 
response to Christ’s call for justice and peace for all. This issue of Parish News reports on two 
autumn meetings - on ethical investment, and with Ross Greer on climate change. During the 
last year issues discussed have also included people trafficking, Fairtrade, universal credit 
and plastic use and disposal. The group is in regular correspondence when appropriate with 
our MP and MSP. For further information on the group contact Duncan MacIntyre.

Ethical Investment 

Victoria Hoskins of Rathbone Ethical Investment 
gave us an understanding of the meaning of 
ethical, social and environmental considerations 
in creating a financial portfolio. Essential to this is 
the recognition of both negative and positive 
factors. The former dominated when these 
concepts first entered the market - e.g. tobacco, 
arms trade, nuclear weapons and power. 
However positive aspects can be equally 
important - socially responsible and sustainable 
investment, care of the environment, supply 
chains which adequately reward primary 
producers and workers, good employee 
relationships. All these factors are incorporated 
into a grading of investment possibilities which 
ranges from profit only considerations at one end 
to pure philanthropy or charitable giving at the 
other. Ethical investment sits in the middle of this 
range. 
For an individual specific issues may be 
paramount and lead for example to divestment 
from companies with any link to fossil fuel 
extraction. In creating an investment portfolio 
issues will often be less clearcut. Traditional 
exclusions such as tobacco and weapons remain 
but an ESG assessment - environment, social, 
governance - may raise both positive and 
negative issues. Investment then raises the 
options of continued funding to influence 
company policy or divestment if this is 
unsuccessful. Such discussion is a large part of 
the work of ethical investors. 
Does it work? As a return on investment, 
Rathbone Ethical has been one of the most 
successful portfolios over the last 10 years. That 
period of time has seen the concept of ethical 
investment move from being a fringe concern to 
becoming central to much investment activity. 
This reflects both the environmental interest of 
investors and the negative publicity arising when 
poor company practice is exposed - the Rana 
Plaza clothing factory disaster in Bangladesh a 
highly publicised example of that. Most 
importantly ethical investment looks for a return 
measured in benefits to society as well as simple 
finance. Its origin was largely within Christian and 
church groups and it remains part of our 
response to Gospel teaching.

Climate Justice…Ross Greer, MSP 

Ross emphasised that his concern over Climate 
Chaos - not simply climate change - arose not 
just from the scientific evidence but also from his 
Christian faith. We are stewards of God’s earth - 
an understanding shared by other faiths. This 
gives a responsibility and opportunity to lead on 
the issue. 
The challenge is acute. Restricting warming to an 
acceptable 1.5degrees is now impossible; 
dangerous 2 degrees looking unlikely; disastrous 
4 degrees leading to huge uninhabitable areas 
and major species extinction a possibility. The 
results are with us now. Current major weather 
events are a portent and for the the first time at 
Lampadusa he had met refugees moving 
specifically because of climate change effects. 
Individual lifestyle changes, while encouraged, 
are not enough. High level and international 
policy is needed - targeting and working with the 
100 companies which are responsible for 70% of 
emissions; a major shift to possibly fare-free 
public transport; an end to fossil fuel extraction; 
continued development of renewable options and 
energy storage devices. He drew parallels with 
the focus of effort and policy during wartime and 
with the scope of the post-war Marshall plan for 
Europe. The lead for example in divestment from 
fossil fuels is being taken by the funds of the 
Catholic church and New York and London 
authorities.  
In Scotland the picture is mixed. There is a 
government aim to reduce net carbon emissions 
by 90% by 2050 - effectively a slow down on the 
current rate of progress. However, policy still 
envisages continued dependence on oil and gas 
extraction and exploration. Recent road building 
budgets have been three times that for housing. 
The Church of Scotland, challenged to divest 
from fossil fuels, decided to ‘talk about it a little 
more’
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Presbytery Twinning Prayer Request 
The Presbytery of Glasgow has received an update from Bishop John Kaleem, representing our 
partners in the Diocese of Hyderabad in Pakistan. The Bishop’s letter reflects on the current 
situation, following the decision of the Supreme Court of Pakistan to overturn the conviction of 
Asia Bibi, a Christian woman who had been convicted of blasphemy. 
Bishop John writes: ‘Overall the  Diocese of Hyderabad and the entire Christian Community of 
Pakistan was so happy and encouraged about this historical decision, but at the same time, we 
were so concerned about our security.’ The Bishop continues by describing the violent reactions 
of religious extremists, who threatened to attack churches in an effort to force the Supreme 
Court to overturn its position. The Bishop writes: ‘The Government has dealt with these mobs 
very wisely through signing a peace agreement with them in order to calm them for the time 
being but straight after that agreement, clearing the blocked roads and restoring peace in the 
country. It is very encouraging to see that the state has been fully supporting and implementing 
the Supreme Court's decision.’ 
Updating us on Asia Bibi herself, the Bishop states that ‘she has been released from the prison 
and she and her family are living in a secure place and being provided sufficient security.’ 
Bishop John has requested that we pray for the peaceful departure of Asia Bibi and her family 
from Pakistan, since their lives are still under threat. 
Congregations in Glasgow Presbytery are encouraged to remember our partners in prayer. 
Please pray for the whole Christian community there, and for the authorities in their efforts to 
maintain peace. 

Chris Ide returns to an old haunt 
I enjoy travelling to new places. However, like a moth to a flame, I’m attracted to return to places 
which are redolent of happy memories. So for my holiday this year, I gave in temptation, and returned 
to Celle, a small town in northern Germany which was roughly in the centre of an area where, 
between 1975 and 1981, I served as regimental Medical Officer and worked at the British Military 
Hospital in Rinteln. 
Now alone, on Sunday, 26th August I took a deep breath, and entered Celle’s Stadtkirche St Marien. 
After exchanging pleasantries in my pidgin German with the Door team, I took my Order of Service 
and copy of Evangelische Gesangbuch. The congregation was much the same demographic as 
Eaglesham, with a small group of children scribbling away at colouring books in one of the transepts. 
Female ministers seem to figure prominently in the Protestant churches in Germany, so Pastorin 
Schwenke entered and took her seat. The Pastorin issued the call to worship, the organ bellowed, 
and………….we remained seated for the singing of the opening hymn, and for the recital of Psalm 112, 
and for chanting Gloria, Kyrie, and a further Gloria.  
The congregation then stood for the lesson, taken from 1 Moses - the story of Cain and Abel which 
formed the basis of the sermon. In German Bibles, the first five books of the Old Testament are 
labelled Moses 1 – 5, presumably reflecting the period of time that the Children of Israel spent in 
Egypt and being led out to the promised land. 
The parish notices included an account of the amounts collected in the previous week, and how it was 
disbursed. This week’s collection was destined for Church Youth Services within the County, and the 
retiring offering would support work within the Parish. 
A further hymn marked preparation for Communion when we stood in a large circle to receive the 
elements, then exchanged handshakes for the Peace, before returning to our seats for prayer and the 
concluding Blessing. 
While thumbing through my copy of Evangelische Gesangbuch, it struck me how some hymns 
transcend language boundaries. The best known German hymns here may be “We plough the fields 
and scatter”, and “Silent night”. Hymns by WH Lyte and Charles Wesley have moved in the other 
direction. At the back of the book was a series of potted biographies of the hymn writers – Alan 
Mackay would be in his element! 
I joined the congregation for coffee and refreshment, where I presented greetings from Eaglesham 
Parish Church of Scotland - warmly received, and reciprocated. When we next pray for the worldwide 
church, I will be able to populate this prayer with my warm memories of a real congregation.
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The geographical teaser
This small town has associations with a number of eminent men, commemorated on 
plaques and statues. Some of them gained fame far from here. The first plaque is totally 
unexpected. A former Governor of Hungary was invited to lecture to an audience of 
townspeople in 1856. One wonders how many would turn out for a lecture on Hungarian 
politics today. 
Much less of a surprise is a statue, across the street, of a man who did sterling service for 
30 years as Sheriff of the county. He is more famous for his other talent. Where did he find 
the time to write so much? There is a reference on one of his writings, about a wedding, to 
a tea-bread associated with the town. 'Never such making of cakes and sweet scones....' 
A few hundred yards along the street is a statue of a man, brought up on a nearby farm, 
who spent much of his time exploring far from home. His book 'Travels in the Interior 
Districts of Africa' was a best seller, but he met an untimely end, drowned during a 
confrontation with the local tribes. 
Finally,I head for the graveyard. The maternal ancestors of a long-lasting President of the 
United States are buried here. The family came originally from Moravia, passing through 
Scotland en route to the USA. 
1 Name the town.    2 Who was the explorer?    3 Who was the President? 

East Renfrewshire Food Bank

Eaglesham Parish Church and 
community have been supporting this 
vital resource since May 2014. Since 
then, the church has donated 
approximately 2.4 tonnes of food and 
other necessary items. This year to 
date (up to 20th November), the total 
weight is approximately 639kg. 

Over the last few weeks, there has been a noticeable increase in the numbers using this 
service. This includes people in the low income bracket as well as those without work. 
With the pending introduction of Universal Credit, these numbers are anticipated to rise 
further.  
TESCO’s 10th annual food collection takes place across the UK from 29th November – 1st 
December; TESCO top up customer donations by at least 20% - a wonderful support to 
food banks. A busy but happy time for volunteers. 
The donation basket is in the Carswell Centre foyer where there is a sample list of items 
contained in the food parcels. Contact numbers for further information can be obtained 
from the Church Office (office@eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk.). 
Useful information: info@eastrenfrewshirefoodbank.org.uk. 
Date for your diary: Ag Law (from the Food Bank management team) will be guest 
speaker at the Eaglesham Guild on Wednesday 13th March 2019. 
Thank you for your continuing heart-warming support. Some happy alternate Tuesday 
volunteers are pictured. 
Mary MacGill & Pat Wishart
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Happy Baptism photos of James Hale with parents Amy and Gordon [top left]; Kyle Strain with parents 
Elona and Chris; and Lila McLachlan. And celebration cake at the Tearfund Big Quiz.


