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Kairos - 11am on the third Sunday of each month in Carswell Centre 

Come along on March 19, April 16, May 21 

see page 4
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Team Convenors 

Music and worship - Wendy Armstrong 
Outreach - Giles Blair 
Admin - Maureen Hunter 
Pastoral Care - Sandy Robertson 
Youth Strategy - Tom Mann 
Faith Development - Gillian Norval

Parish news is published by Eaglesham Parish Church

Scottish Charity Number SC006377

Comments, articles, suggestions for future issues to macintyre74@btinternet.com

Notices 

Funerals 

Dec 7. Alna McLachlan, 35 Strathaven Rd
Dec 14. George Mundell, 5 Bonnyton Dr
Dec 20. Jean Laird, 35 Montgomery St
Dec 31. Cath Casey, 53 Strathaven Rd
Jan 6. Donald McEwan, 94 Bonnyton Dr
Jan 8. Jean Hume, 10 Gilmour Cresc
Jan 8. Jim Peberdy, 35 Craighlaw Ave
Jan 28. Elizabeth Baird, Woodlea, Floors Rd

Keep in touch with church activities 

• Website…..www.eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk 
• Facebook…..Eaglesham Parish Church @Heartofvillage 
• Qr code - below - leads to church website

mailto:macintyre74@btinternet.com
mailto:macintyre74@btinternet.com
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From the Manse 
Dear Friends  

Recently, I watched a television program 
giving advice to a family on how to save 
money -  there were the obvious ones 
such as cut back on designer shoes – 
two pre-five children do not need £1,200 
worth of shoes, nor do any adults for that 
matter.  Examine the use made of 
satellite subscription TV and explore the 
alternatives -  and cut back on the cost of 
the moisturiser for the lady of the house -
which alone saved a staggering £49.00 a 
jar.   When one of the sons was sent to 
go round the house and switch off every 
appliance  that was either on standby or 
idling there were a remarkable 60 plus 
items for the family of 8.  Did you know 
that the power used to keep electrical 
appliances in the UK on stand by for just 
one day would be enough to provide 
energy for a small town. It’s a sobering 
thought - all that power going to waste 
and achieving nothing?   

Perhaps equally sobering is the thought 
that we as individuals, and together as 
the Church, might be guilty of wasting a 
different sort of power – the power of 
God.   Jesus said “You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes to you.” What 
he envisaged was the power of the Spirit 
so flowing through us that we should 
make a difference to the world we live in, 
changing lives through our work and 
witness in everyday life.   The danger for 
us is that we become inward focussed as 
people connecting with God for only our 
own needs. Because of that it is easy to 
become self-serving as a church. It’s 
easy to slip into the trap that all our 
energy is so used keeping the system 
going and the wheels oiled that we forget 
the mission God has entrusted on us to 
be - Salt and Light, touching the lives of 
those who are not within our walls.   As 
people and as Church our call is to surge 
out, but so often God’s power can 

become trapped in an internal perpetual 
loop.  When this happens, and it often 
strikes when we aren’t even aware of the 
onset, It is as if we are put on standby.   
Which means like the TV or phone 
charger that is plugged in all the time, we 
are rarely if ever used for the purpose we 
were intended for, living out the life of 
Christ and bringing glory to God.  

At a recent Kairos worship event, we 
thought about the role of ourselves and 
the Church in our community. A phrase 
that became a slogan for President 
Obama during his presidency was “are 
you Fired up and ready to go” - one voice 
can make a difference - it can change a 
neighbourhood and in time a city, a 
region, a country, a nation and the world.   
The process is called the butterfly effect -  
what we do can cause changes that have 
impact beyond our wildest dreams.     If 
the power of all these machines on 
standby could meet the needs of a town, 
so the power at our disposal could meet 
the needs of our community and in time 
the world… if only we had the confidence 
and the courage to release it.   The 
question for each one of us is - “Are you 
fired up” -  Well, are you?  

Blessings 

Andrew   
“Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been 
given all authority in heaven and on earth. 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28 : 
18-19 

DNA GROUPS 
DNA - Our biological building block but also a 
template for Christian growth -  Discipleship, 
Nurture, Action. Our DNA groups are made 
up of 4 or 5 folk meeting together for up to an 
hour once a week for 6 weeks. Time and 
venue as convenient. The next series is for 6 
weeks leading up to Easter using a booklet 
‘Experiencing God’s Love’ by Steven Croft. 
Everyone is welcome to join a group - if 
interested contact Gillian Norval tel 303632 
or e-mail gilnorval@hotmail.com 
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Session notes  
Well, a new year, and our Church, along with 
the Session continues to look to the future.  
One of our major initiatives which you will 
know about by the time this Parish News 
comes out is ‘Future Focus’ which we are 
taking forward with the help of an external 
facilitator from the Church of Scotland. This is 
an opportunity for us as a church to look at 
where we have come from, where we are at 
present, and what are our plans for the 
future. One of the important aspects of 
Future Focus is that, unlike some other 
initiatives from large organisations, this is 
very much geared to involving people at the 
grassroots, i.e. the congregation. It’s not 
about what the General Assembly or 
Presbytery or the Kirk Session says, it’s 
about the views of people who are in the 
pews each Sunday, and also, I would hope, 
the wider community who are interested in 
where the church is going. So I hope you 
take the opportunity to come along to one or 
more of the Future Focus events - details on 
our website and Facebook pages. 
You will know that we have been without an 
organist/choir leader for many months. We 
were very pleased that Richard Scholfield 
was able to step in for a while to do organ 
supply, and we were extremely blessed that 
Alison Loudon and Brenda Bain took our 
choir for our last Choir Session from October 
2016. This enabled the choir to continue 
contributing to our worship, and also enjoying 
the fellowship of our weekly practices.  
Just recently, we have been fortunate to 
secure the services of Alan Gillon as our new 
organist/choir leader. Alan comes with a 
great deal of experience and expertise and 
we look forward to him leading our worship. 
30 years ago, November 1986 was an 
important time for two of our Elders - Ian 
Cameron and Ian Gray. Both were ordained 
on the same day as Elders in Eaglesham 
Church. And now both have  been presented 
with Long Service Certificates, signed by the 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank them for 
their long and faithful service to the Church. 
Thank you, Ian and Ian! 
Wendy Armstrong 
Session Clerk 
01355 302346 

wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com 

The birth of Kairos in Eaglesham
- a reflection from Calum Nicholson 
Eaglesham, steeped in long Church History 
has had what some would call a traditional 
service for some time.  Beautiful Hymns, 
heart warming organ music, great preaching 
and traditional procedures of worship.  
However, with the many faceted face of God 
comes a multitude of types of worship.  
Starting with Rev Lynn McChlery, Eaglesham 
began a monthly second service with a more 
‘modern’ type of worship - praise songs, 
discussions and a new take on exploring God 
and the bible.  The idea being to open the 
church to others who may find the traditional 
form of worship a little intimidating or foreign 
to them or simply to give a new dimension for 
those already going.   
When Rev Andrew Robertson started he was 
keen to keep this idea but felt he needed 
time to establish the lay of the land and, 
wanting to get it right, asked a number of us 
to meet with him to come up with a new 
format, one that would reach out and fulfil the 
needs of those who may not get all they want 
from the traditional service. 
Kairos was born.  Meaning ‘a significant time’ 
we went about evaluating what this meant for 
us.  Ironically, this ‘new’ format is probably 
more similar to the original churches, with 
early Christians meeting together to discuss 
the word, eating and drinking together, and 
praising Jesus with song.  We meet at the 
Carswell centre on the third Sunday of the 
month at 11:00am.  We have rolls, scones 
and pancakes with tea and coffee, sitting with 
our brothers and sisters in Christ around 
tables.  We sing beautiful modern praises 
backed with a powerful praise band and 
singers.  We explore the word through 
videos, readings and teachings before 
discussing this in groups based around 
questions raised by Andrew. 
Like the meaning of the word Kairos, this has 
become a meaningful time to me, to 
Eaglesham church and to many others.  It is 
a time where I feel I can contribute to God’s 
work as well as receiving blessings through 
the teaching, discussion and praise.  I also 
have been blessed through this by becoming 
better acquainted with the rest of the 
congregation.  It is a chance to attract others 
in the community as it is new and may be 
appealing to some who have not previously 
been to church. 
Perfectly as always, God has inspired 
Andrew to run a series at Kairos on 
‘transforming communities’.  Hopefully Kairos 
itself will contribute to transformation. 

mailto:wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com
mailto:wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com
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U p d a t e f r o m C h o m n o I n 
Cambodia Hope Organisation 
Greetings to you in this new year. May God 
richly bless you with joy and peace as we 
enter this new season together. Thank you 
as always for your prayers, friendship and 
financial support, all that make our work here 
possible. 
    Chomno In 
Late last year we ran another children’s 
camp which had over 150 people attend. 
We taught them about the dangers of 
trafficking, how to recognise and protect 
yourself from domestic violence and safe 
migration. And of course we played games! 
This helps young people meet new people 
and make new friends. Education and 
friendship are two of the most important 
things in this world, and we are glad to be 
able to facilitate both. 
Spiritual investment into communities is 
very important for us. We recently held a 
bible study class for over 200 people where 
we learnt about the good Samaritan. This 
helped people work better together and 
taught them that they could accomplish more 
when working together, listening to one 
another and respecting differing opinions. 
We have been running health workshops 
teaching people how to be more hygienic. 
We had people from around 300 families 
attend and have since been to visit the 
community to see the impact. We were so 
pleased! Houses are much cleaner, food and 
water is being stored safely and children are 
being encouraged to wash their hands before 
eating. 
Please pray that our work will continue to 
impact people and lead them to know and 
love God. 

REFLECTING ON FAMILIES 

Families are universal.  And the joys and 
sorrows of being with, (or without) a family 
are experienced by every human being. 
For most people, few things are more 
important than family issues.  So the Faith 
Development Team thought it would be good 
to have a time to reflect on things which 
concern us most and offer our thoughts to 
God. 
Take Beatrice. She went to church with her 
parents, then faithfully took her children to 
Sunday School as they grew up.  But now 
the children have grown up they have work, 
family and a mortgage to think about, and 
don't seem to have space in their lives for 
God.  Or what about Dillan who seemed to 
be doing so well at school until he got in with 
the wrong crowd? Or Sally whose marriage 
broke up and left her bringing up a couple of 
kids on her own?  And then there's Grandpa, 
who's health has been going downhill 
recently.  Not real people, but they could be. 
Looking beyond our own community, there 
are families throughout the world struggling 
with extreme poverty, living in war zones, 
living on the edge. 
On Saturday 8th April there will be a chance 
to ponder on your own family, the church 
family and on families beyond.  There will be 
material to help with this, and opportunities to 
write thoughts and prayers, and to seek 
God's response.  The Carswell Hub will be 
open in the morning from 10 till 12.  Collect a 
cup of tea or coffee and chat on your way in 
or out.  There will be a warm welcome. 

Gillian Norval 

EAGLESHAM COMMUNITY CLUB

The club, promoted by East Renfrewshire 
Council, made a successful  start on Tuesday 
7th February, with afternoon tea provided by 
the council, and a raffle generously 
supported by local shops. Attendance was 
about 35. On 7th March we will be 
entertained by a local Ukelele  Band. 
The club will meet in the Carswell Centre on 
the first Tuesday of each month and the 
programme will be a mix of talks, quizzes, 
music, crafts and information sessions, with 
the opportunity to chat over tea and  
biscuits. All are welcome. 

CHILDRENS’ PLAYTIME 

Playtime meets in The Laird Hall on 
Fridays from 1 till 2.30pm and costs 
£1.50 each week, plus 50p for every 
additional child you bring.  It’s a great 
way to meet new people and let children 
interact with other children.  For more 
information, please contact Aileen Murray 
  -  ali.murray@btinternet.com. 

Blair Castle and David Douglas. [Falls of Bruar and 
Scone Palace

mailto:ali.murray@btinternet.com
mailto:ali.murray@btinternet.com
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Anniversaries are popular and this year’s 500th 
celebrates Martin Luther.  In October 1517 he 
publicised his opposition to the corrupt practice of 
indulgences by nailing his 95 theses to the door of 
All Saints Church in Wittenberg. In 1521 he 
appeared before the Diet of Worms with his famous 
statement  ‘Here I stand. I can do no other’. 
What did the good folk of Eaglesham make of this? 
The answer in the short term seems to have been - 
very little !   Nationally an Act of Parliament in 1525 
banned the importation of any literature by or about 
‘that heretic Luther’. Ministers of the old faith 
continued in their charges into the mid-1500s. One 
such man, Patrick Wodrow, ordained in the Roman 
Catholic faith, continued in Eaglesham until 1574. 
This was 14 years after Knox had enforced 
reformation at a national level. 
But change was happening. The martyrdom of 
Patrick Hamilton at St Andrews in 1528 had a 
considerable effect in promoting Lutheranism. As 
nationally, there will locally have been mixed 
feelings as some folk struggled to adjust and others 
welcomed increased spiritual awareness and 
understanding from use of the vernacular, 
preceding the King James Bible. The introduction of 
metrical psalms and service books would have 
changed the nature of Sunday worship with more 
singing - but no instrumental accompaniment! - and 
preaching of the Word, often at great length. 
Physically the small Eaglesham church probably 
changed little. It would have had an earthen floor 
with no fixed pews. It is unlikely there were many 
relics or ornate vestiges to be removed. And the 
congregation seems to have been well served by 
rectors around this time. For example Patrick 
Wodrow was followed a few years later by Andrew 
Boyd who later became Bishop of Argyll. The 
Eaglesham congregation would  have achieved a 
degree of independence in appointing its minister in 
contrast to the previous linkage to Glasgow 
Cathedral. 
So the Reformation in Eaglesham seems to have 
been a gradual and peaceful change, escaping the 
political rigours elsewhere. The same of course was 
not true during the conflicts over Episcopacy and 
the Covenant the following century.

Lent…and giving up things 
……a reflection from Joe Houston 

Suppose that your loving and long suffering 
brother [or sister] is visiting you by train. You 
have often been a difficult sibling. But he has 
many times taken you out of your self-generated 
trouble at some cost or trouble to himself. Now, 
when he is coming from 100 miles or so to see 
you, you give up watching the rugby or relaxing 
by the fire; you go out to meet him. And you do it 
with a glad heart for the love in which you hold 
him, especially as he comes to you. You are 
giving up something and are glad to do that. No 
hardship! 
If we could count the frequency of word 
associations belonging to ‘Lent’ we’d see that 
‘giving up for’ is high on the list. Often this giving 
up is seen as a joyless discipline, a self denial 
somehow for its own sake; or it’s dietary! But Lent 
is to be welcomed gladly because Jesus has 
come to us, sinners as we are, joining himself 
with us and with him, taking us into his company 
and into the life and love of God. The first event 
to be marked in Lent is his identifying himself in 
the Jordan with sinners, aware of their sin, and 
sharing in a baptism of repentance brought by 
God from John. That the very son of God should 
align himself, link himself with us sinners in this 
way is reason and cause for both renewed 
repentance and joy.  
All through the life of Jesus he comes, meets and 
in forgiveness engages with us. For Him it is 
costly: confronting enemies, rejections, fickleness 
and death. His life was and is an offering in his 
obedience to God on our behalf, expressing 
repentance for us whom he has made his people. 
And we are invited to enter into and receive and 
share that life of obedience lived on our behalf 
even to death. 
If during Lent I give up alcohol for the 40 days [or 
more] I make this minor ‘sacrifice’ as a small way 
of expressing and recognising that friendship, 
self-giving and sacrifice of Jesus for us, coming 
close, making himself our brother. Now, for us to 
give up something in that way and for that reason 
is almost a celebration. Clearly no hardship! 
A prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that you came to 
us, embracing us, and giving yourself for us. We 
recall the depth of that love in our life and death 
here; and we bless you for your presence 
continuing with us by your Spirit every day. 
Receive our thanks for your coming to us in your 
grace and love. Amen 

Wittenberg, Worms and all that 
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BB news 
…..if you read this in time 
Our annual jumble sale is fast approaching. The 
jumble sale itself will be from 2pm to 4pm on 
Saturday 11th March. Tickets can be purchased 
at the door so please come along for a bargain 
and for some tea and baking too. Additionally, 
boys will be selling tickets round every street in 
Eaglesham and Waterfoot. We rely heavily on 
donated items to sell at the jumble sale. If you 
have anything that you could donate then please 
have it looked out for our door collection in the 
evenings of Thursday 9th and Friday 10th March. 
If you have large items (by this I mean items that 
Graeme Crichton could not lift on his own) these 
can be collected in advance with the vans. 
Please get in touch to arrange this. We would be 
grateful for all support. Our Fundraising Race 
Night and 80s disco on Saturday 11th February 
was a roaring success. Thanks to all who 
attended to support the event and helped us 
raise £3000 for the new toilet facilities at Camp. 
Thank you also to our local sponsors.   
                                           G. Cunningham O/C.  
                          Email: cs205bb@hotmail.com. 

Anchor Boys 
'The Anchor Boys section is continuing to grow, 
with 42 boys now regularly attending, so our 
Tuesday evenings are busy, noisy and lots of 
fun. We finished our session before Christmas 
with a film night (Elf, popcorn and hot chocolate) 
and our Christmas party, with the usual special 
guest arriving by reindeer... 
Starting back in January, we've had maze-
marching practise for the P3s, and an Anchor 
Boys Highland Games on Burns Night, and have 
lots more activities, crafts and games planned 
before our annual display on the 16th May. 
All boys in Primary 1-3 are welcome to come 
along - please contact Elaine or Gordon at 
anchorboys205@gmai l .com f o r more 
information.' 

Gordon Grant 

3rd Eaglesham Brownies 
……an important message 
We are looking for leaders to  run or help within 
the Brownie Unit.   The Brownies are for girls 
aged between 7 and 10 and we run a 
programme of events which consists of games, 
badges, theme nights and trips.   If you enjoy 
working with children and are free on a Monday 
evening from 5.30-7.00pm I would be delighted 

to hear from you.   Brownies is part of the Girl 
Guiding organisation.   Shadowing and 
leadership training would be provided and lots 
of resources are available.   If no leaders come 
forward, unfortunately the unit will close in 
June.

For more information, please contact Elaine 
Wallace on 07813454984


THE GUILD 
We held our Charity Coffee morning in February 
and raised the excellent sum of £955.35p. The 
charities that will benefit from this fundraising 
morning are Erskine Hospital and C.H.A.S 
(Childrens’ Hospice Association.Scotland)   
At the time of writing this report we are due to 
hold the Guild’s World Day of Prayer on March 
3rd and we are looking forward to welcoming our 
Guest Speaker – Alan Mackay. This meeting is 
open to anyone who would like to join us. 
We began the second half of our session with a 
‘New Year with Andre Riéu’ – a beautiful evening 
of lovely music, and on another evening we 
enjoyed another musical evening with Ian and 
Mo Walker who delighted our members with their 
rousing music - it was certainly a foot tapping 
evening. 
We are also delighted that some of our men in 
the congregation are coming along on a 
Wednesday evening, especially if the theme for 
the evening is of interest to them.  Welcome 
‘boys’, we love having you!! 
It is our intention to hold our Annual Afternoon 
Tea on the 17th May, and this is always an 
excellent opportunity for our members to meet 
up with other local Guilds. 

coming dates to join us…….. 

8th March - The History of the Grand 
Central Hotel with guest speakers Bill Hicks 
and Jill Scott, joint authors of the book. 
15th March - For Peat's Sake - Talk about 
the conservation area for plants at 
Langlands Moss 
22nd March - Our Annual General Meeting 
and Bring and Buy Sale. 
29th March - Musical Evening with 
Cantante. 

mailto:cs205bb@hotmail.com
mailto:anchorboys205@gmail.com
mailto:cs205bb@hotmail.com
mailto:anchorboys205@gmail.com
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Obituaries 

Sadly, we have recently lost some well-loved 
members whose faithfulness and contribution 
have been a mainstay of our congregation over 
many years. Craig Wishart reflects on this. 

Jim Lamond was the quiet man of our 
congregation who attended regularly and 
faithfully for many years. Jim placed and 
maintained pots of beautiful flowers round the 
outside of the Church, a loving gesture 
appreciated by everyone. This act reflected 
Jim's character; thoughtful, kind and willing to 
go the extra mile without any desire for 
recognition or praise. All of us enjoyed the floral 
displays but few knew who was responsible for 
them. Jim lived a long and very full life. He was 
a master baker who owned and ran his own 
shops and still had time to take an active and 
effective role in his trade's national organisation. 
Unsurprisingly, Jim was a keen horticulturalist 
and his garden was a constant source of 
pleasure and its beauty annually reflected his 
expertise. Much of the fruit Jim coaxed from his 
trees and bushes found its way into the wine 
which Jim produced in abundance, another skill 
displayed by this remarkable and gifted man. 
Another abiding passion Jim had was angling 
for trout and salmon. Unsurprisingly, Jim's skill 
and success as an angler engrossed him and 
provided him with many pleasurable hours as 
well as adding to the multitude of friends and 
acquaintances who were lucky to f ind 
themselves in his joyful company. 
Donald McEwan was an elder of long standing 
and commitment whose abiding faith and 
support are already being missed. Donald 
wholeheartedly embraced the changes 
necessary to maintain the vibrancy and 
outreach of our Church and his cheerful 
optimism was a constant inspiration. An 
industrial chemist by profession, Donald's 
wisdom and common sense enhanced the work 
of our Church. He prov ided constant 
encouragement to his fellow elders, Session 
Clerk and Minister. 
George Philip was also an elder of long 
experience and faithful commitment whose 
wisdom and financial acumen were a guiding 
inspiration to Kirk Session and congregation 
over many years. A banker in his professional 
life and onetime Treasurer to the congregation, 
George's intervention and apposite comment at 
appropriate moments undoubtedly ensured the 
continued financial security of our Church both 
during his tenure and, latterly, while keeping a 
watchful eye from the back benches. Another 
quiet man, George knew when to speak out and 

when he did it was effective and purposeful. We 
miss his good sense and gentle presence. 
George Mundell similarly served as an elder for 
much of his long life and, remarkably, 
maintained an ageless appearance and outlook 
which belied his years. An experienced and 
knowledgeable businessman, George's quiet 
support ensured that good and correct decisions 
were made by the Kirk Session throughout his 
long and committed service. So self- effacing 
was George that most of us who thought we 
knew him were stunned during the Service 
celebrating his life to learn of his remarkable 
experiences during the War as a member of the 
armed forces. 
Jean Laird also lived a long and full life and 
was a much loved and faithful member of 
congregation and Guild over many years. 
During the War Jean had been a Land Girl and 
was the proud possessor of the medal recently 
presented to all surviving members of that 
essential band of young women who helped to 
keep our nation fed during those difficult times. 
Jean was a skilful seamstress of professional 
ability and a highly regarded flower arranger 
whose displays invariably delighted the eye. 
Jean's horticultural skills extended to her 
wonderful garden which was on view to the 
public on many of Scotland's Garden Scheme 
opening days. Her husband, James, would be 
the first to acknowledge Jean's knowledgeable 
influence in planting and design in the success 
of their uniquely beautiful garden in which she 
took much pleasure. 
Elizabeth Baird, who has tragically died as the 
result of an accident, and has been taken from 
her family and friends so prematurely, was 
similarly a long-standing and much loved 
member of our congregation. A member of a 
long-established Eaglesham farming family, 
Elizabeth's friendship and support will be 
missed by many in our Church and community 
and we grieve with them at her loss. Since the 
death of her husband, Craig, some years ago, 
Elizabeth continued her keen interests in curling 
and the Jackton Women's Rural. She devoted 
herself to her family, taking pleasure in her 
grandchildren, retaining an interest in the 
fortunes of the family farm and maintaining a 
keen involvement in her Church. 

The love and high regard held by all those 
members of our congregation who have passed 
from us are reflected in the high attendance at 
the various Services held to celebrate their 
lives, lived long or cut short, and we thank God 
for them all, our own lives enriched by the 
privilege of having known them.
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a note from Alan Gillon 
Hello, I am your newly appointed organist and 
choirmaster. This note is to introduce myself. I 
live in Giffnock and have been an organist and 
choirmaster for over 35 years. Past posts have 
been Glenburn Church, Paisley; Cathcart 
South[now Trinity]; St Mary’s Motherwell; and 
Giffnock South.  
I work with the world famous organ builder, Henry 
Willis and Sons, Liverpool, which gives me the 
chance to work on organs of various sizes up and 
down the UK. And I am fortunate to be one of the 
regular organ recitalists at Kelvingrove Art 
Galleries. I play there once a month.  
I am excited and looking forward to leading the 
worship at Eaglesham helped by the Father Willis 
organ and the church choir. Please feel free to 
come up and introduce yourself to me. 
[ed note. this edition of PN is too late for Alan’s 
March 4 Kelvingrove date but future dates will be 
advertised in the Sunday bulletin] 

The church choir is looking to swell its numbers 
so herewith an appeal to anyone who enjoys 
singing. You don’t even have to read music to join 
us - though it helps. The choir music is about to 
change with some modern settings in addition to 
the more traditional music. Exciting times are 
ahead for the choir so why don’t you come along 
and be part of it. Give this some serious 
consideration - your choir needs you!! If you 
are interested speak to the organist or any 
member of the choir. 
We meet every Thursday from 7.30 - 9.15pm 
upstairs in the Carswell Centre. We hope to see 
you there. 

                  
SUNDAY TEAS 

Donations collected at Carswell teas after church 
on Sundays have recently been distributed as 
listed. Thanks to everyone for their generosity. 
                                                     Sandra Morton 

                 Sciaf                             £100 
                 Clic Sergeant               £100 
                 Unicef 
                 Unicef Yemen Appeal   £300 
                 Scottish Bible Society  £100 
                 Mary's Meals                £100 
                 Alzheimers                   £200 
                Glasgow City Mission   £200

OUR ORGANIST

From Life and Work…… 
The annual celebration of Fairtrade, which runs 
from February 27 – March 12, is happening 
during what the Fairtrade Foundation calls ‘one 
of the most uncertain years for a generation 
when it comes to trade’. 
No-one is sure what the trade renegotiations in 
the aftermath of Britain’s vote to leave the 
European Union will mean for farmers and 
workers in poor countries; and the ongoing 
d o w n w a r d s p r e s s u r e o n p r i c e f r o m 
supermarkets continues to impact on the 
vulnerable producers at the opposite end of the 
supply chain. 
In its action guide for the Fortnight, the 
Fairtrade Foundation states: “It’s more crucial 
than ever that the voices of farmers and 
workers are heard – to combat the risk of 
undoing the progress of the past two decades 
of Fairtrade, and putting farmers in an even 
worse position in the future. 
“The simple fact we need to get across to as 
many people as possible this Fairtrade 
Fortnight is this: that many of the farmers and 
workers who grow our food aren’t getting paid 
fairly.” 
When shopping, think ‘Fairtrade’ 
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EAGLESHAM PARISH CHURCH

Budget
Year to

Dec 2017
General 

Fund
£

INCOME
Offerings 116,000
Tax Recovered 22,500
Other income 3,000
Weddings and funerals 1,200
Use of premises 15,000
Contributions from organisations 3,000

TOTAL INCOME 160,700

EXPENDITURE
Ministries and Mission Allocation 88,454
Presbytery Dues 4,777

Minister's Expenses 2,500
Pulpit Supply & Locum 360
Vacancy Costs
Other staff costs 18,500
Fabric repairs and maintenance 20,000

Council Tax 2,500
Water charges & Insurance 8,500
Heat and light 12,500

Local Outreach 1,200
Office Costs 2,600
General expenses 1,500
Cleaning and Laundry 1,000
Pastoral care 400
Music and Worship 400
Youth 500
Faith Development 200
Holiday club
TEAR FUND 1,200

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 167,091

SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE (6,391)

23/02/2017

Finance. 
Forecast 2016.  The accounts for 2016 show a deficit 
of around £11616 due partly to a drop in our offerings 
of around £4000 and increased one off vacancy costs. 

Budget 2017.  This is shown in detail opposite. We 
have reduced our income to reflect the decreasing 
trend in our Offerings but have partially offset this with 
a projected increase in the use of our premises due to 
the increased use of the Carswell Centre.  Other 
income includes the £2500 to be paid by ERC for the 
display of the Gemmell statues.  Our projected 
expenditure has also been reduced, mainly by 
reducing our Fabric budget.  Payments to Church of 
Scotland and to Presbytery are set by the respective 
bodies.  Although we have pruned our expenditure as 
much as possible, we are still predicting a deficit of 
£6391, based on our current knowledge. 

General.  Taking our actual deficit of £11616 for 2016 
and our projected deficit of £6391 for 2017 we are 
using our reserves at an alarming rate and this is not 
sustainable longterm.  There is not much room for 
manoeuvre in our expenditure so we need to increase 
our income – and the majority of that comes from our 
Givings.  We are therefore asking everyone in our 
congregation to look at the amount of their Givings 
and to increase them where possible.  If you are a 
taxpayer and in a position to Gift Aid your offerings, 
please consider this as, at no expense to yourself, the 
Church can reclaim an additional 25% from HMRC. 

Maureen Hunter 

Admin Convener

Gift Aid – 2016 -Thank you. 
We are most fortunate that the church is registered as a charity, and as such we are able to claim 
25 pence in every pound donated by its members from HMRC. This applies only to members who 
have signed a gift aid declaration and stated that they will pay tax at least equal to the total amount 
which the church will reclaim on their donations for each tax year. 

During the last twelve months, approximately £22500 was recovered from HMRC in respect of 
normal weekly, monthly or annual giving, by banker’s orders, freewill offering envelopes, and 
annual cheques. This figure is a very important contribution toward Eaglesham Church’s annual 
budget, and it does not include the separate donations made towards supporting our youth ministry, 
on which we have also recovered gift aid.  The Church is most grateful to all of our members who 
have been able to enhance their giving in this way. 

However individual circumstances can change over time, and some members may no longer have 
a requirement to pay tax. If you know that you are no longer a tax payer, and believe that the 
church may still be claiming back gift aid on your donations, please let me know, so that I can 
cancel the gift aid declaration. 

Equally, I would be delighted to hear from anyone who is a tax payer, and would like to use gift aid 
to increase their contribution to the very valuable work of our church. 

Ronnie McIntyre  0141 644 3255
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WHERE AM I? 
another teaser from Sandy Robertson 
[answer elsewhere  in News] 
This is a tale of trees and two stately homes. 
'Would then my noble master please to grant my 
highest wishes 
He'll shade my banks with towering trees and 
bonnie spreading bushes' 
These words were part of a petition, written in 
1787, asking the local landlord (resident in my 
first stately home) to improve the landscape 
around a waterfall. Now the falls are visited by 
many, though the priority for many of the visitors 
is the retail opportunity in a 'House' nearby. 
As I travel south through a wooded valley, I get 
the impression that the petitioner's request had 
been granted, aided certainly by the actions of 
the Forestry Commission in the 20th century, and 
with a significant input from a man whom I seek 
at the end of today's journey. Some 30 miles later 
I reach the edge of a city and there turn a couple 
of miles north east towards my second stately 
home. My search here it is not for the stately 
home, but for a monument to one who began his 
career as a gardener here, before finding fame 
thousands of miles away. Not many Scots have a 
school in Oregon named after them! I find his 
monument in the adjacent village, elaborate, and 
with a very full tribute, including 
'who, after devoting 10 tears of the prime of life in 
adding to the arboretum and flora of Europe, 
suffered an accidental and lamented death in the 
Sandwich Islands on 13th July 1834' 
What was the first stately home? 
Who was the gardener?

Dates to note 
March 11. 10am - 4pm. Clarkston Christian 
Aid Annual Art Exhibition and Sale. 
Carmichael Hall, Eastwood Park. Sales cash 
or cheque 

March 11. 2 - 4pm. BB Jumble sale. 
Carswell Centre and Laird hall 

March 15. 12noon. Carswell Centre.      
Mary’s Meals lunch. Homemade soup and 
bread with cheese and home-baking - in 
good company. 

March 17. Big Bethany Sleep-out. Glasgow 
City Chambers. An annual event organised 
by Bethany Christian Trust to highlight issues 
of homelessness. For detail and to register 
visit www.bigsleepout.co.uk 

March 18. 10am - 3pm. Carswell Centre. 
Future focus. The last of three events. All 
welcome whether previous attenders or not. 
See Session notes p4. 

April 8. 10 - 12noon. Carswell Centre. 
Families reflection. See p5. 

April 26. 7.30pm. Eglinton Arms. Fashion 
Show for Action Medical Research. £8 
Detail and tickets from Ann Morrison tel 
302438 

May 6. 8pm. Carswell. Ceilidh for Tearfund. 
See back page 

May 14 - 20. Christian Aid week. We do not 
have a door to door collection but gift 
envelopes will be available from the church. 

Crèche  

We are delighted to have some of our 
youngest members attending crèche in the 
Carswell youth base during the Sunday 
service. On school holiday Sundays there are 
also play activities for nursery and school 
age children in place of Church Builders. We 
are looking for more volunteers to join the 
rotas for both. For further information please 
contact Ann McCormick 07572103437.

Wildlife Note from Marlies MacLean

Before setting bonfires alight, or strimming, 
PLEASE look carefully for hedgehogs hiding or 
hibernating.  Last year two were found with their 
back legs cut off and one had a horrendously 
smashed front paw, and they both died. 
 Hedgehogs are in very short supply and they are 
the gardener's best friend.

http://www.bigsleepout.co.uk
http://www.bigsleepout.co.uk
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Juliet Amelia Kate Nicolson baptised on the 6/11/16.  With Rebecca and Struan and 
parents Calum and Virginia. The gown she wore was made in 1895 and over 20 of her 

relatives have worn it before her.  
Examining the geography of Eaglesham at Future Focus on Feb 21.

EPC OUTREACH GROUP IN AID OF TEARFUND’S 
CAMBODIAN HOPE ORGANISATION
 

a family

Saturday 6 May - Carswell Centre - 8.00pm
BYOB, a Raffle Prize and glasses. Nibbles and noise provided!
Tickets – £6 Adult / £3 School Student  
from any of the Outreach Team or phone 01355 302368  


