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There are many parts, but one 
body….now you are the body of 

Christ, and each of you is a part of it’  
(1 Corinthians 12).

I love teams. I love seeing how 
God calls together people of 
different talents and very different 
temperaments, people who don’t 
know each other well and may have 
little in common except a desire 
to serve His church, and uses them 
together to do something greater 
than any of them could do alone.

It happened this week in Eaglesham 
at our second Children’s Holiday 
Club. We registered 80 children, and 
they had a great time (see inside 
– the camera doesn’t lie!) I always 
love being with the children, but for 
me this time, a real highlight was 
how the 20 team members worked 
together. Some of us knew each 
other barely to nod to in church.  
There was a wide range of age 
and experience, from apprehensive 
first-timers to those who could 
recall their experiences on ‘beach 
missions’ decades ago and thought 
they were safely in the past! Some 
were confident to talk about faith, 
others more uncertain. Some had 
high energy personalities and strong 
presentation skills, others were 
better at administration or art. All 
played their part, and many took 
steps of faith beyond their ‘comfort 
zone’ to try things they were unsure 
about. There was a real oneness of 
purpose, deepened as we learned 

to pray together in our morning 
devotions.

That team was backed by another 
team of background helpers taking 
duties like refreshments, door security 
and photocopying. And that team 
again was backed by a much wider 
support from the congregation who 
gave in countless ways, not least by 
faithfully remembering us in prayer.  
I could name about 40 people who 
contributed in some way, and I 
have no doubt that there are more, 
unknown to me.

And over and under and above all 
that is the God who calls us together 
in the first place and who weaves our 
strengths and personalities together, 
breathing into all of it the life of His 
Spirit for us and for other people.  
The Body of Christ, indeed!

I think I saw in microcosm last week 
what the church can and should be 
like, and by God’s grace, sometimes is 
– in other teams as well as this one! 
May each of us find and play our part 
in it.

Wishing you all God’s blessing

Musings from the Manse
‘



The problem with the word ‘summer’ 
is that it tends to conjure up images 

of halcyon scenes where children play, 
animals graze quietly in sun-drenched 
fields of clover and bees capitalise on 
the abundance of nectar from the floral 
extravaganzas which our green fingers 
have coaxed from mother earth. We 
gaze naively upon this idyllic scene with 
a glass of something in our hand as, of 
course, the vision dispels and we look 
away from the sodden disaster of our 
gardens to glance at the television and 
the now commonplace pictures of floods 
and individual heartbreak suffered by 
our poor cousins south of the border.
Welcome to summertime 2007.

Ah well, if nothing else I might manage 
to cobble together this Kirk Session 
report for our Ed. in time to meet his 
deadline, for a change, rather than risk 
electrocution by trying to cut the grass (I 
mean moss).

A personal ‘thank you’ from Pat and 
myself to Richard Burt and the Company 
Section for making us so welcome at their 
annual ‘summer’ camp in Whiting Bay. 
We were given a personal tour of the 
superb site by the knowledgeable and 
ever hospitable David Wallace, treated to 
a magnificent lunch, personally prepared 
by the Celebrity Chef, Bryan McHugh and 
sent on our way with explicit directions 
by the somewhat concerned Brian Fraser. 
We disappeared confidently into the 
‘ferns’ and hit the hot spots of Whiting 
Bay, muddied and dishevelled, some time 
later. Seriously, gentlemen, we very much 
appreciated and enjoyed our first ever 
visit to your camp and if you can handle 
it, we would very much like to repeat the 
experience.

After all the activity of meetings and 
discussions, decisions and submissions 
to Presbytery, our new congregational 
structure has now been approved 

officially and our Kirk Session Teams are 
in place with Conveners appointed and 
ready to fire into action at the beginning 
of September. 

Conveners have been appointed and 
we are blessed with their collective 
enthusiasm and ability:

Administration Ian Gray
Adult Education Stuart MacGill
Fellowship Margaret Pitcairn
Music and Worship Wendy Armstrong
Outreach Duncan McIntyre
Pastoral Care Tom Mann
Youth Strategy Alistair McBride

Some members of the congregation have 
already joined a couple of the teams 
and the Kirk Session is very anxious to 
persuade others to do the same. Now that 
you know the Conveners please either 
approach them, the Minister or myself 
and we will be delighted to welcome you 
on board.

After another very successful Summer 
Holiday Club, Pyramid Rock, staged in 
early August, we all owe a huge debt of 
gratitude to Lynn and her magnificent 
team of helpers, exhausted but 
triumphant as over 70 children enjoyed a 
week of fun, games and the Bible story of 
Joseph. The newly installed multi media 
system in the Carswell Hall provided  up 
to the minute technology enhancing 
everyone’s enjoyment, but it was down to 
the team, up front and back stage, which 
made the week so successful. Well done 
Team. Twa doon, hunners tae go!

The rain, as I write, has been unrelenting. 
Summer starts tomorrow then, so, it’s off 
with the cagoule and on with the shorts 
and tee shirt – not on Sundays of course 
as Session Clerks must maintain a proper 
standard!

Bonnes vacances au soleil!

Craig Wishart Session Clerk

Kirk Session



Fabric

This note is shorter than usual as, due 
to the summer holidays, the workforce 

has been reduced to a hardcore of willing 
workers.

At all of the properties the weeds have 
been controlled and strimming of grass 
has been attended to. Once again we 
have been greatly assisted by James Dykes 
who turns up faithfully every year with 
his cutting equipment to keep the grass 
at the Carswell Halls at bay. Both the Hall 
floors have been revarnished and various 
failed lamps replaced. Also at the Carswell 
Halls, a good deal of time has been spent 
installing the multimedia equipment and 
it is now fully operational. The windows 
and grills at the rear have been painted 
and a start made to the railings and 
posts, however this job requires sufficient 
daylight and dry weather to complete. 
The front door and its surrounds have also 
been painted.

For whom the bell tolls…it tolls for thee! 
The repaired clock and bell striking unit 
has now been replaced and once again 
the clock strikes and the call to worship 
peals out on the Sabbath.

The Fabric Mole

Choir practices begin for the new session 
on Thursday 4 October at 7.30pm in the 

Upper Room, when we will begin practising 
introits and anthems for Sunday mornings. 
From November we will begin rehearsing 
items for Christmas.

The choir is also joining with Greenbank 
Church choir to rehearse and perform 
Vivaldi’s Gloria on Sunday 21st October at 
7:00pm in Greenbank Church, Clarkston. 
Along with the Gloria the joint choir will 
sing “You Raise Me Up”, a popular anthem 
that the choir sang last session, and there 
will also be the chance for the congregation 
to join in with some well loved hymns. 
We are fortunate enough to have David 
Benedict, a clarinettist, perform Mozart’s 
Clarinet Concerto. This service promises to 
be exciting so please put the date in your 
diary.

I can hear from the hymn singing on a 
Sunday morning that there are many good 
singers in the congregation, so come along 
to the choir and give it a go. You don’t need 
to be able to read music because time is 
spent teaching the parts and practices are 
always good fun. We would be glad to have 
you join us!

Peter Howard
Organist and Choirmaster

Choir

The combined Choirs of Eaglesham 
and Geenbank Parish Churches 

with Guest soloist David Benedict
Mozart Clarinet Concerto

A Service in aid of the  
Erskine Hospital

Junior Badminton

Our new session begins on Saturday 1st 
September 2007 at and will run until 

the last Saturday in March 2008. We look 
forward to seeing all the ‘usual suspects’ and 
new members alike.

If you wish to join please contact me before 
turning up for details of times etc.

Ian Lightbody  

Junior Badminton Leader



Lodging House Mission Thank you so 
much for the very prompt response 

to the emergency appeal for food for 
the LHM. Two cars full of biscuits, sugar, 
cereal and meats were handed in, as well 
as donations of money. This will most 
certainly help tide them over till the 
Harvest appeal in the autumn. You are 
all most generous throughout the year in 
various ways. Thank you!

Brenda Bain   

Lodging House MIssion

The new website has now been up and 
running for three months. For those of 

you who haven’t visited it yet it amongst 
other things it contains sermon notes and 
intimations as well as the duty rotas for 
the door teams and the Sunday Coffees.   
It is hoped to add more details of the 
various organisations in the near future. 
If you want anything added to promote 
your organisation or a particular event let 
me know. 

Since the relaunch the website has 
received almost 3,000 ‘hits’ (individual 
page viewings) by over 500 people, 80 
of which were returning visitors. As you 
would expect the bulk of the visitors are 
from the UK with the US, Australia and 
Poland! the next most popular origins. 
Unusual origins include Syria and Brazil. 
Let me know if you have anything you 
would like included on the website.

Alistair Bain
www.eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk

Church Website

Cup o’ kindness

Our Sunday morning coffee breaks 
are intended to be simply social 

occasions but happily, your donations 
over the past year have provided 20 
African schoolchildren with a nutritious 
meal everyday for a year, through 
the Scottish International Relief 
project ‘Mary’s Meals’. In addition 30 
leprosy patients have received shoes, 
150 people in The Sudan have been 
protected from River Blindness for a 
year and three adults there have had 
cataract operations. Nearer home, the 
Bible Society Scotland, Lodging House 
Mission and the Alzheimer’s Society 
have received donations, while our own 
Church Orchestra have received several 
music stands. Many thanks to the team of 
dedicated pourers and to all who support 

Although it is not compulsory, we are 
advised that all children’s workers 

should receive Child Protection training.
Courses will be held at Renfield St 
Stephen’s, Bath Street on the dates below

Wed 19 September 7 – 9pm
Sat 27 October  10am – 12.30pm
Wed 14 November 7 – 9pm

Anyone wishing to attend, should contact 
the Presbytery Office to request a place.  

The Presbytery of Glasgow
260 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4JP
tel 0141 332 6606
email  
cofs.glasgow.presbytery@uk.uumail.com

There is no charge for these courses. 
Please feel free to contact me for more 
info

Shelagh McHugh
Child Protection Co-ordinator

Child Protection

Sunday morning coffees.

Jean Cumming

(see - www.marysmeals.org.uk - Ed) 



Yet another successful summer camp in Arran (52nd consecutive camp!) enjoyed by 
50 boys and staff. Not quite as hot as last year but, hey, it is Scotland after all - and 

it was mainly dry.

As usual, we packed in so many sports and activities.  We played cricket, football, 
volleyball, tennis, baseball, badminton, hockey, putting, cross-country, swimming, 
chess, draughts, dominoes, connect 4, jenga - to mention only a few!

On the sea, we had Jim Cameron and his crew, James Laird and Ian Cameron, sailing 
with the boys round the Holy Isle. We also arranged a couple of organized fishing trips 
for the boys in Lamlash Harbour where they caught 120 mackerel. Canoeing again 
was very popular with boys canoeing every day. They were even given an unintended 
surprise ‘capsize drill’ display by Stuart McChlery, (now a keen canoeist, they say).

We paraded to Whiting Bay Church on our first Sunday and on Friday the Band played 
its annual ‘gig’ at King’s Cross for Janie Smith and her son Willie, who look forward to 
our visit every year.

Our trip to Kildonan beach this year was excellent with sunny weather and an 
additional trip by our ranger friend for bird and seal watching.

The younger staff led by Gary Rushworth took ten boys to the top of Goatfell on a 
five hour trek (we did lost one staff member on the way back down — we hope he 
manages to find the Falkland Isles next month when he returns to his ship!).

205th BB Company Section

This year’s camp awards:
Putting Champions –  
Cameron Smith (senior) and Robbie 
McAusland (junior)
Tennis Champions  –   
James Hammond and Andrew Agnew
Best Sports Tent –  
Calum King, Roland May, Fraser Walker, 
Andrew Agnew, Calum Groom.
Best Inspection Tent –  
Matthew Hammond, Don Cummins, 
Graeme McArthur, Gregor Thompson, 
Scott Blair
Best New Camper –  
Graeme McArthur
and 
Best Cook – Brian McHugh!

I would like to thank the staff for their 
efforts and the time given for the boys 
and the Company. Our new session will 
start on Friday 7 September at 7.15 in the 
Church Hall.

Richard Burt
Officer in Charge Campfire at Kings Cross

Camp company



Pyramid Rock

The rock’n’roll 
sound of this 

year’s Holiday Club 
theme song has 

been reverberating 
in our heads all week 

and we can’t get it out — 

  

Twenty one team members 
(Pyramid Slaves) and about 

70 Eaglesham children have 
been exploring the Bible story of 

Joseph, learning with them more 
about what God was like for Joseph 

and how He is the same for us today. 

The Carswell Halls were hardly recognisable 
with stone columns, pyramids, hieroglyphics, 

a sarcophagus, a timid camel called Alice 
and even real sand (courtesy of someone’s  

deckchair!). We’re not sure about rocking 
pyramids, but the foundations of the Halls may 

never be the same again after nearly 100 people 
‘jiving’ in worship to a six-piece band including 

wonderful saxophone! Even the children thought it 
was ‘cool’ – not a word usually associated with church!

It’s amazing how quickly 2 ½ hours pass with lots to do 
and people to meet — like zany Captain Ketchup (to 

‘ketch us up’ with the story each day), Dr Potty, his Mummy 
and long suffering Niece Denise (barely recognisable as 

otherwise normal members of the congregation) Both team 
and children were kept hugely entertained with their slapstick 

drama – we had a ball! Games, crafts, aerobics from Bouncing 
Benjamin and group time in pyramid pads …how did we fit it all in? 

The photos can only give you a small idea of the fun that we all had.

Woven through it all, however, was the timeless message of the Bible 
story and the children were seriously attentive to the talks, riveted to the 

cartoon DVD story, perceptively questioning in group times, and assiduous 
about learning their Bible memory verses each day. The seeds of God’s Word 

sown in their hearts will stay forever and will bear fruit in the right time, as God 
promises: ‘My Word does not return to me empty, but will achieve the purpose 

for which I sent it’ (Isaiah 55:11).  Especially when it’s attached to a rock’n’roll beat!

Lynn McChlery and Shelagh McHugh

‘Cos Joseph and his God



‘Cos Joseph and his God made the pyramids ROCK!!’



1st Eaglesham Guide Unit

Hi everyone, hope you all had a great 
summer.  Although the weather was 

not too great, it was still good to have 
a break from everything and come back 
energised and refreshed!!

Not much to report at the moment. The 
guides had a great time at camp at the 
beginning of June at Auchengillan with 
‘Mickey the Moose’ (a Scottish disney 
character) as our theme. The girls enjoyed 
many of the activities which are available 
at Auchengillan from abseiling down a 
50ft high tower, and the cat walk (walking 
from one side to the other on a bit of rope 
(harnessed of course) for some this was 
a major challenge as they were scared of 
heights, but good on them, they had a go.  
Kayaking was another great activity which 
the girls thoroughly enjoyed and got very 
wet, team building and grass sledging was 
also great fun. The weather was kind to 
us on the Friday and Saturday and on the 
Saturday evening we held a big campfire 

when brownies from other areas came to 
join us, this was great fun and I am sure you 
must had heard us in Eaglesham. 

On the Sunday it rained from the minute 
we got up, but this did not dampen our 
spirits, it wasn’t just drizzle, but heavy rain. 
The Auchengillan staff were great and set 
up a bouncy castle and ‘the equaliser’ in the 
great big barn so that kept us dry for a little 
while. When it was time to go they allowed 
us to leave the tents up to dry off. Ann 
and I returned on the Tuesday and cleaned 
off all the mud and washed down ground 
sheets. Christian and I went back up on the 
Thursday and took the the tents down and 
packed them away ready for 2008. It was 
great camp and roll on the next year!!

Well as you read this we will be back 
in action on Monday 3 September and 
hopefully all the girls will return with the 
same enthusiasm they had last session.
 
Louise Lightbody

3rd Eaglesham Brownies

Hope you all had a good summer! 
This year we took nineteen brownies 

and seven leaders from both Eaglesham 
Brownie packs to Auchengillen Outdoor 
Centre. We were away from the 1st to 
3rd June. We all had a super weekend 
and managed to fit in a lot. ‘Our theme 
was the film ‘Happy Feet’. We made 
penguin beanies, igloos, snowflakes, 
photo frames and had time to do a 

circus skills workshop and grass sledging 
which was great fun. We joined the 
Guides and two other Brownie packs for 
a great campfire on the Saturday night 
where we all learned lots of new songs.
The girls had duties to undertake over 
the weekend and carried these out with 
tremendous enthusiasm. We resume for 
a new fun filled session on Monday 3rd 
September in the Montgomery Hall from 
5.45 - 7.00pm.  Girls are welcome to join 
Brownies after their seventh birthday.  For 
more details, please contact me on 01355 
303475.

Elaine Wallace 
Brownie Guide Guider



It does not seem that long since we 
stopped for the summer and we hope 

that our members have had a restful 
time and are ready to commence a new 
session of the Guild. Our first meeting 
is on Wednesday 3rd October in the 
Carswell Halls at our usual time of 7.30p.
m.  Our entertainment will be a Musical 
Group (Chicanta). The theme for this year 
is ‘Think on These Things’.   We have a 
very varied and interesting programme 
arranged for members and look forward 
to welcoming everyone back including 
any new members who would like to join 
us on a Wednesday evening. 

Fiona Hamilton

The Guild

WRVS

Members of Eaglesham WRVS deliver 
meals to homes in the Eaglesham and 
Waterfoot area every Monday and 
Thursday throughout the year (with the 
exception of Public Holidays). We have 
to ensure that holidays etc. are covered 
and are looking for new members who 
could initially stand in as reserves to cover 
this situation. If you would like to join 
the WRVS to act as one of our reserves, 
please get in touch with me for further 
information. Members meet on the first 
Tuesday of each month in the Upper 
Room of the Carswell Hall at 10am for a 
quick business meeting, then coffee and 
chat. 

Fiona Hamilton 

I would like to thank all who have 
contributed cutlery, crockery, bed linen, 

towels, pots and pans etc to ‘Starter 
Packs’. These have all been put to good 
use by those who have been given 
somewhere to live, and an opportunity to 
build their lives over, but have absolutely 
no belongings with which to make a 
start. In some small way we can make a 
difference with our donations, no matter 
how small. We have also taken items of 
furniture which we have supplied to the 
Simon Centre and they are very thankful 
for the many items they have received 
and been able to supply, again to those 
given shelter but nothing else. I know it is 
hard to believe that we have people like 
this with nothing just a few miles from 
here but it is, unfortunately, the reality 
so anything we can give will be gratefully 
received. At the moment the main 
items we require are cups, mugs, plates, 
cutlery, pots and pans with small items 
of furniture always useful. Thank you all 
again for your help.

Sandy McIlwham 

(see - www.starterpacks.org.uk - Ed)

Starter Packs

Senior Citizens’ Club

The Eaglesham Senior Citizens Club 
meetings are held on the first and third 
Thursdays of each month, from 2 till 4pm, 
in the Montgomery Hall starting from 
the 6th of September. A warm welcome 
is extended to anyone who would care to 
join us. Further details can be had from 
Jean Clark  

The orchestra continues to go from 
strength to strength and plays 

regularly  for second sitting, the evening 
communion and occasional Sunday 
mornings. New members are most 
welcome at any time – you don’t require 
to be an expert – come along even if you 
can only play one note – we can arrange 
music to suit all levels! If you would like 
any more details please give me a ring or 
drop me an email. 

Brenda Bain  

Church Orchestra



Age Concern

In June 1992 Age Concern, Eastwood 
started up a Day Centre in Eaglesham –  

15 years later it is still going strong!

Our new session commenced on Friday 24th 
August and we hope to have welcomed a 
few new members by now. For anyone who 
hasn’t heard about our day centre here 
is a brief synopsis – Our mini-bus collects 
members from their homes and conveys 
them to the Montgomery Hall where a 
welcoming cup of tea or coffee awaits. After 
a forenoon catching up with one another’s 
news, playing cards, dominoes or whatever, 
lunch, provided by the school catering 
service, is served. Afternoons consist of 
musical entertainment, film show, bingo or 
quiz and about 2.45, after another cup of 
tea, it is pick-up time and home again, tired 
but hopefully happy! 

It is always a pleasure to welcome new 
faces, so don’t be  shy about admitting to 
advancing years or finding some days to be 
a bit of a drag. We will be delighted to see 
you, so why not pop in on a Friday morning 
or alternatively phone Maureen or Jean.

Jean Greig 

PYRAMID ROCK WORD SEARCHPYRAMID ROCK WORD SEARCH

Second Sitting starts again soon! The 
team have been working hard to prepare 

for this year’s Sittings, and we have a 
full and varied programme, for instance 
looking at Christians in Sport, talking 
about Relationships, and considering issues 
of Trade and Justice. We start off on 9th 
September with ‘Choices – Deal or No Deal?’

‘Second Sitting’ is geared towards teenagers 
and families with children, but all are most 
welcome to come and join this relaxed, 
informal and participative service. You can 
expect a number of new developments, for 
instance a Second Sitting ‘bebo’ website 
so that you can feedback about Second 
Sitting, or keep up to date with what has 
been going on if you haven’t managed on 
the Sunday evening. For young people in S1 
to S6, ‘Afters’ take place at the Manse after 
each Second Sitting.

Second Sitting takes place every second 
Sunday of the month, from September to 
June, at 7.00 pm in the Carswell Hall, for 
about 1 hour. See you there!

Wendy Armstrong

Second Sitting



Letter to the Editor  

courtesy of The Strathspey and Badenoch H
erald



Recent Weddings

Jill Wishart, daughter of Pat and Craig, married Padi Rooney 
on the 5th of July

The Eaglesham Parish 
Church

Wedding Team

Baptismal Baby

Louisa Barsanti  was baptised by Rev Lynn McChlery  
on Sunday 17 June



Lyndsey Robertson, daughter of Tom and Marlyn, married Alastair Morton  
on the 19th of July

Emma Dunlop married David Black, son of Jim and Margaret,  
on the 24th of August. The Service was conducted by Rev Tom Cant



Ed’s Postscript

Wendy Armstrong’s was the only correct answer – St Giles 
Cathedral, Edinburgh, and she tells me that she knew Plockton 
as well but thought that it was too easy and lots of people 
would get it correct! Aye, right! This Church is famous for 
not having any corners for the devil to hide in but where is 
it? Answers to the editor - no prizes just satisfaction!
(well maybe a small box of chocolates)

I couldn’t believe my luck when the family agreed to it – a  summer cruise to the inner Hebrides! 
Bliss! My idea of heaven on earth! Secluded anchorages with water so clear that you can see the 

anchor biting into white sand three fathoms below. Minke whales, basking sharks and dolphins, 
silvery grey seals singing their haunting melodies at dusk and deer silhouetted against the rising 
sun at dawn. Charts were chosen, tidal atlases consulted and passages planned. A night passage to 
Ardrishaig got us into the Crinan Canal at 9am and, much effort working the locks behind us, we out 
of the sealock the following day and through the Dorus Mor bound for Oban. Well… after six days 
confined to Oban Bay by north westerly gales we realised that a rounding of Mull, a visit to Iona 
Abbey and a day on Colonsay would have to be forfeit to the weather. Never mind, Oban isn’t such 
a bad place to get stuck and thankfully the marina’s spring fed water supply had replenished itself 
after the West Highland Week Regatta had drained it dry and we could use the showers again.

A weather window opened and we set south for Loch Tarbert, Jura, via the infamous Gulf of 
Corryvreckan. That night was so still that the anchor chain fell vertically from the stemhead into the 
silent depths. Just as it was becoming light we slipped out of Cuan Mor anchorage to catch the last 
of the ebb tide down the Sound of Islay. The boat was snugly moored in Port Ellen in time for lunch. 
Four days later… we finally accepted that Sheila, Ali and Cat would have to return to Eaglesham 
by ferry and bus as school was starting in a few days — the strong north westerlies had returned 
to haunt us and no amount of horizon scanning was going to make them go away. So I was left to 
sit out the foul weather on my own, but there was Gaelic and peat smoke in the pub, good mobile 
reception, Donald and Janette Macindeor in Port Charlotte and, after all, being a native ‘Ileach’ I 
should be delighting in my enforced stay. Much to my relief Sheila returned on the Thursday and 
after a mini epic 15 hour sail round the Mull of Kintyre we made it back to Troon only six days late. 
Islay’s Loch Indaal means ‘Loch of the delays’ now I know why. 

It’s good to reconnect with nature and the elements even if they do inconvenience our busy 
schedules. Now where did I put the 2008 tide tables…?

Doug

St Giles Cathedral
Edinburgh
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