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Someone has calculated that, over 
a lifetime, the average adult will 
spend: six months sitting in traffic; 
eight months opening junk mail; a 
year looking for misplaced objects; 
two years unsuccessfully returning 
phone calls (which is a good reason 
to use email – wonder if anyone 
has counted time lost in reading 
unwanted emails….!!); four years 
doing housework; and five years 
waiting in queues. Or, as Annie 
Dillard (one of my favourite writers) 
more succinctly puts it, ‘How you 
spend your day is how you spend 
your life’.

It’s worth a thought. If we spend 
approx eight hours per day asleep 
and another eight working, where 
does the rest go? And why do we 
seldom have time for things we 
claim to think are important for 
Christians (church, prayer, personal 
time with God)? The rhythm of the 
days and seasons reminds us that, in 
God’s design, there is a right time 
for everything: work, rest, play, 
people – and that God himself is 
the centre of all of it. The trick is 
getting the rhythm right!

As I write, summer is nearly over 
– the season of rest for most 
of us – and autumn looms with 
things restarting: committees and 
organisations, kids back to school, 
and so on. It’s been a good summer 
in church, especially with the BB 
camp and Seaside Rock holiday club 
(see inside!) It’s also been notable 

that attendance at church drops in 
summer – someone quite seriously 
said to me when I came here, 
‘Churchgoing is a winter sport in 
Eaglesham!’ I am very encouraged 
by the growing number for whom 
it isn’t!

As we take up autumn’s tasks, I 
hope you are refreshed by the 
summer and enthusiastic to increase 
the pace again! I love a modern 
Bible translation of Matthew 11 
where Jesus says: ‘Are you tired? 
Get away with me and you’ll 
recover your life. I’ll show you now 
to take a real rest. Walk with me 
and work with me – watch how I do 
it. Learn the unforced rhythms of 
grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or 
ill-fitting on you.’

The Lord is my pace-maker, I shall 
not rush – can I keep to that as the 
winter’s activities take over? Can 
I – and you – learn to spend our 
days and our lives by the unforced 
rhythms of grace?

Wishing God’s blessing to you all

Musings from the Manse
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As this magazine was being readied for 
printing we learned of the passing of 
Matt McInnes our Church administrator 
and friend.

Matt was a man o’pairts and many gifts. 
His considerable abilities encompassed 
mathematics, music and much else. He 
was a self-taught expert on computer 
and, since his retirement from 
education, he used his organisational 
skills in our Church office dealing 
tirelessly, uncomplainingly and with 
considerable good humour, with a 
mounting load of administration.

His death has shocked and saddened all 
Matt’s friends and our prayers, thoughts 
and deepest sympathy are with Marlyn, 
Peter, Jill and Marlyn’s extended family 
at this most difficult time. 

It is with equal sadness that I learned of 
the death of Mrs Minnie Bennett, the 
wife of our one time Minister Murdoch 
Bennett.

Mr Bennett was called by Eaglesham 
from Carradale to be our first Minister 
subsequent to the union of the Carswell 
and Parish congregations. A loyal 
and dedicated lady of the manse, 
Mrs Bennett supported her husband 
in his invaluable work following the 
joining together of the Carswell and 
Parish Churches, bonding the two 
congregations into the single and 
unified group we are today. Minnie 
Bennett was a lifelong member of 
the Guild and Sydney and Isabel Laird 
remind me of the power of strength 
she was during the Stewardship 
campaign of 1964 when she led the 
women’s sections of the congregation 
with meticulous attention to detail, 
contributing hugely to the success of 
the first major initiative of that kind 
by the joint congregation. She dealt 

privately and with fortitude when family 
tragedy struck and she remained a much 
loved member of our congregation to 
the end. Mrs Bennett spent her last years 
in Wellmeadow Nursing Home and our 
thoughts and prayers are with her family 
and many friends at this time. 

The Summer Holiday Club’s Seaside Rock 
took place prior to the children’s return 
to school after their annual break and 
the reports are all good. The week’s 
activities were enjoyed immensely 
by children and helpers alike and the 
Sunday family Service and barbeque 
rounded off a very successful week. 
The Kirk Session is delighted that our 
children enjoyed this week of fun and 
Bible stories and is fully aware, and 
deeply appreciative, of the efforts of our 
Minister, Lynn, and those of her team of 
talented and hardworking ‘Rockers’ in 
producing what has become an annual 
favourite.

Lynn and Stuart are now just back from 
their annual three weeks well deserved 
respite before all things start up again 
this month (some of our Kirk Session 
teams are already meeting up, fired 
with the success of their first year’s 
progress) and we trust that they had a 
happy and restful time. During Lynn’s 
holiday we have had the opportunity to 
welcome back into our pulpit two old 
friends of the congregation, Eric Cooper 
and Andrew Weir, and we thoroughly 
enjoyed meeting them both again as 
they led us in worship during this time.

At the time of writing this it continues 
to rain, so this must still be summertime 
and we welcome all those who are 
visiting us and hope that their time with 
us of a Sunday is as much a blessing to 
them as it is to us.

Craig Wishart

Kirk Session
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A reminder that from 28 September there 
will be a new, monthly, early morning 
Sunday service. It will take place on 
the last Sunday of each month, (except 
December) and will be from 9.30 –10.15am. 
It will be similar to the 11am service in the 
hymns, Bible readings and sermon, but 
will be of a more reflective nature. There 
will not be any provision for childcare.

Winter Worship
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Meet Russell Shields our youth ministry student

As Russell is going to be working with our 
young people we thought it only right that 
they get to ask him some pertinent questions!

Q: Where were you brought up and educated?
A: I was brought up in Haddington and I 
went to Knox Academy. I also did and HNC in 
Adventure Tourism and Outdoor Pursuits in 
Ayr.

Q: What was your most embarrassing moment? 
A: Well, on my gap year I got a Volvo that I 
managed right off. Anyway, a few months 
later I arranged for it to be taken away so I 
thought it would be interesting to find out 
what would happen if I punched one of the 
windows. Now if that wasn’t embarrassing 
enough I decided to punch the smallest and 
probably toughest window on the car. I found 
out that when you do that you break your 
knuckle and the window remains unharmed. 
To top it all off, if that wasn’t enough, I 
thought it would be interesting to film the 
whole thing.

Q: Favourite band/singer? 
A: At the moment Muse is at 
the top of my list.

Q: Best holiday ever had?  
A: In summer 2006 about seven 
of my friends and I went to 
Ireland. We spent about five 
days in at a friends house,  then 
went touring round Ireland 
and laughing far too 
much.

Q: Favourite food? 
A: Steak with some nice 
chips and fresh veg, 
fantastic meal!!

Second Sitting starts again soon! A favourite 
of teenagers and families with children, 
Second Sitting takes place every second 
Sunday of the month, from September to 
June, at 7.00 pm in the Carswell Hall. All are 
most welcome to come and join this relaxed, 
informal and participative service. For young 
people in S1 to S6, ‘Afters’ takes place at the 
Manse after each Second Sitting.

Q: Best piece of advice you have ever been given?  
A: Don’t break yourself.

Q: Best piece of advice you have ever given?  
A: Don’t worry about it.

Q: Have you ever had a crisis of confidence or ever 
felt out of your depth? 
A: I can’t really think of a crisis of confidence 
but the times I feel out of my depth are mainly 
the times where I think I might die, or get 
seriously hurt, but it usually turns out fine. The 
last time this happened was probably when I 
went coasteering with some friends and we 
were jumping off of big rocks and playing in 
the swell. I ended up going a wee bit further 
on than the others and found a great place 
to play in, but I got more concerned as I kept 
getting sucked under undercut rocks and 
seriously struggled to get out of the swell. In 
the end I got out, realised I was fine so called 
the others over to try it.

Q: Least favourite chore?
A Cleaning. I can handle doing dishes but I 

don’t enjoy scrubbing ovens and toilets.

Q: Are you superstitious?
A: I am actively anti-superstitious. 
Walking under ladders is an enjoyable 
pastime of mine.

Q: What was the last film you watched?  
A: Shamefully it would be ‘She’s All 
That’.

Q: What does your fiancée like most 
about you?

A: My hugs!

Thanks Russell – we look 
forward to meeting you in 
person EdPhoto by courtesy of Fiona McKinlay



.............the new teams....... the 
new teams....... the new 
teams.......the   

The work of the Admin Team is both challenging, 
various and enjoyable. What does Admin cover? 

We cover from finance to fabric, hall lets to insurance. 
Are you aware our buildings are insured for over 
£7million! Our Fabric Team are responsible for the 
upkeep of all our buildings and they save our Church 
thousands of pounds annually by meeting each 
Wednesday for an evening of repair, maintenance 
and enjoyment.

In Finace, we are responsible for maintaining accurate 
records of our church’s income and expenditure 
together with preparing Annual Audited accounts 
for our Members. We also prepare a 17 page audited 
financial report for the Scottish Charities Commission. 
We are also responsible for agreeing Budgets with 
all the other Teams in a given year. We recommend 
to Session salary increases for our church staff on 
an annual basis and hall let charges for all our non 
church organisations.

We ensure the smooth management of hall lets and 
preparing monthly schedules for all halls.

The system of bankers standing orders and weekly 
freewill offering envelopes has to be managed. (You 
don’t have these – why not!) These together with 
Gift Aid play a pivotal role in maintaining our church 
income and may introduce computerised format for 
recording weekly WFO.

We recently upgraded our IT equipment in the church 
office and introduced broadband and are always 
seeking ways to improve the administration in all its 
various forms for our Church.

All of the above is both challenging and enjoyable 
and all members of our Team participate in their own 
various ways. I am privileged to currently lead this 
group and participate with other Convenors to assist 
in leading our Church.

Team Members
Ian Gray
Jim Alexander  
Ian Cameron 
Margaret Dron 
Arthur Gray 
Maureen Hunter 
James Laird  
Peter Leitch  
Bryan McHugh 
Marlyn McInnes 
RonnieMcIntyre 
Elaine Paterson 
David Reid  
Ann Robertson 
Robert Steven 
Lindsay Wilson 

Ian Gray  Convener

The Administration Team
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Fabric

The weather has not been very kind to us 
for outside work on Wednesday evenings 
but every opportunity has been taken and 
progress, although slow, has been made.

At the manse assistance was given to Lynn 
and Stuart to erect a ‘sitooterie’ although 
the aforementioned weather may restrict 
its use this year!

At the Church after a very successful 
fundraising (see below) the steeple 
problems are being reassessed and the 
steeplejacks will be returning soon for 
more painting and stonework repairs. 
Various lights have been repaired and the 
indifferent working of the multimedia 
camera is being addressed.

The repainting of the Mid Hall external 
windows is now complete and internal 
painting of the window ingoes and the 
floor varnishing is complete. Groundworks 
continue as weather permits. 

At the Carswell Halls we again received 
much appreciated help from James Dykes 
in the cutting of the grass at the rear. He 
also supplies the weedkiller at minimal 
cost. Our sprayer operator reports that he 
feels that we made a better job of weed 
control this summer (but he has probably 
just read the mixing instructions more 
carefully. Pyro-man continues to dispose 
of rubbish on a regular basis.

The Fabric Mole

The Steeple Repair Fund Talents Auction

There was standing room only in the Carswell 
Hall on the afternoon of the Talents Auction. 
And no wonder, an eager and hungry crowd 
had turned out, chequebooks at the ready, 
to bid for the superb produce and services 
generously donated by members of the 
congregation. 

The organising team were astounded by the 
range of the items to be auctioned. In all, 74 
items were offered (and all sold) - everything 
from pots of marmalade, knitting, paintings, 
calligraphy, hanging baskets, floral displays 
and golfing trips, to continental and Scottish 
holidays, sailing in the Firth of Clyde, days out 
to historic sites, gardening services and tickets 

for cultural events. There was even enough 
food on offer to tempt our editor off his diet!  

Spurred on by our skilled auctioneers the 
bidding grew fast and furious, the frenzy only 
relieved by a short interval for tea and home 
baking (kindly provided by the Guild) and, 
by the end of the afternoon, the tally had 
mounted to a magnificent total of just over 
£7000. 

Thanks once again to the members and 
friends of Eaglesham Parish Church who 
rallied in support of our steeple repair fund by 
organising, donating and participating in the 
very successful and enjoyable Talents Auction

Maureen Hunter
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The rest of the country may have experienced 
a drookit summer holiday but for about 
60 children and Seaside Rockers it was 
‘amaaazing!’…..sandy beaches, and surfin’ 
California style every day with Lyn the bin  
and her assistant – so cool! We met a host 
of other characters with Heather the Weather 
and her pretty accurate daily forecasts, the 
coastguard to keep us in check and dancing on 
the beach with lycra and leg warmers! Sharks 
and pirhanas/pirranas/phirhannas ….well big 
fish with teeth…battled it out at quiz time and 
the beach got hotter and hotter!!

This year we followed the story of Peter’s 
relationship with Jesus, from his name change, 
fishing tales, miracles, denial of Jesus through 
to Jesus’ appearance after the Resurrection. 
The story of the Wise and Foolish builders was 
brought to life by two unlikely builders, Chris 
& Phil who debated at great length how and 
where they should build a palace…enter Sir 
Robert McDodgy, Gladys Teatime, the building 
inspector and Postman Pete and his stinky feet! 
The story served as a reminder to us all that we 
must not only hear the Word of God but obey 
it too… we need to be solid ground for Jesus to 
build upon.

The Seaside rock song had everyone clapping 
and singing along to the best Rock Band 
Eaglesham has ever produced….the um-pa-pa 
of the trombone got our toes tapping. The song, 
however catchy, reminded us that we should 
let Jesus’ name run through our lives like the 
writing in a stick of rock.

The team were encouraged that so many 
supported the children by attending the follow 
up service and barbecue - many thanks to our 
two chefs and many helpers, and apologies for 
running out of burgers (note for next year….
buy more!!).

Thanks to a terrific team of volunteers who gave 
their all for weeks beforehand in preparation…. 
and in the week of the club. Well, the sand has 
now been washed away and it’s back to reality 
until next time – who knows what adventure 
awaits us all next?

Shelagh McHugh



Well we can’t rave about the weather, but we 
can rave about ‘Ayrwaves ‘08’ held at Eglinton 
Park from 26 July to 2 Aug, where 700 girls 
met at international camp. Seven guides from 
our unit attended the camp, Emma Traynor, 
Lauren Wilson, Kathryn Mesarowicz, Gemma 
Lightbody, Kirsty Scott, Eva Walker and Amy 
Lightbody, with myself and Ellyn. Seniors 
Lesley McBride and Amy Ruddock provided 
much welcomed leader assistance. We arrived 
to glorious sunshine on the Saturday. The 
theme of the week was ‘Gathering of the Clans 
and we were Clan Murray, one of nine clans.

Nine Canadian guides and their two leaders 
joined us. Later, four young, cold and tired 
Nigerian guides arrived. The camp had guides 
from New Zealand, Canada, USA, Singapore, 
Nigeria, Ireland, Wales and England. 

Saturday night saw a beach party in our beach 
hut (a large marquee) it was fab! On the 
Sunday our sub-camp was over-run with guides 
swapping badges and nik-naks they had made 
- it was amazing, I have never been at such a 
happy and noisy event with so many guides! 

Sunday was the official opening ceremony,  
flags from each country were unfurled to 
Highland Cathedral (not a dry eye in the 
house). Monday was an activities day - Clyde-
sdale horse driving, swimming, skating, sailing, 
trips to Arran, Culzean, Burns Cottage, arts 
and crafts, abseiling, archery, country dancing, 
pioneering, WOW! Each sub-camp then 
had a turn to invade Loudon Castle, which 
was thoroughly enjoyed. Wednesday was 

International Day where each national group did 
craftworks. During the night we were on high 
alert but luckily escaped flooding but suffered 
torrential rain. The sun didn’t shine on Thursday 
although we did in the talent show (we were the 
best, of course). Friday (still raining) we held our 
own Highland Games. The rain had stopped by 
then (only for half an hour) and then it was the 
closing ceremony, very emotional and quite sad. 
A great week was had by all and ‘Ayrwaves 2010’ 
is already being planned.

After coming back down with a bump, we will 
begin our session on 1st September and hopefully 
the girls will come back full of energy for what 
we hope will be another successful year.

Louise Lightbody Guide Guider
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1st Eaglesham Guide Unit

3rd Eaglesham Brownies
Hope you all had a good summer despite 
the weather!  Both Eaglesham Brownie 
packs took some of the older Brownies to 
Netherurd for the weekend 16-18th May. 
Our theme for the weekend was bugs. We 
painted bugs, went on a bug hunt, made 
huge bugs from recycled materials and 
made bug jewellery but the highlight of the 
weekend was the zip wire. The girls were 
all harnessed up and had to wear helmets 
and went flying through the air, over the 
pond on a 60 metre line. None of the leaders 
had a turn because the girls were having 
so much fun! We enjoyed a campfire on 
the Saturday night and orienteering on 

Sunday. The girls all had a great time as did 
the leaders. The Brownies all went home 
with two badges either Brownie Holiday or 
Brownie Holiday advanced (for those who 
have been away for more than two nights) 
and the Out and About Badge.

The 3rd Eaglesham Brownies resumes on 
Monday 1st September in the Montgomery 
Hall from 5.45 – 7.00pm.  Any girl who has 
turned seven can come along for games, 
crafts, badges, trips and a whole lot of fun 
completing the Brownie Adventure. For 
more information contact me on 01355 
303475.

Elaine Wallace (Brownie Guide Guider)



205th BB Company Section
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Above - The caped crusader and companion call in at Kings Cross

Below - Typical Kings Cross weather

Opposite top to bottom - 1. Only occasionally did rain test the tents. 
2. Even the camp cook deserved some relaxation time!  
3. Church Parade. 4. The now traditional photo at the top of Mullach 
Mor - the highest point on Holy Isle.

53rdAnnual Camp Kings Cross Arran

The 205th Company Section’s camp at Kings 
Cross Arran in July was absolutely fantastic, 
34 boys and 15 staff enjoyed the best of the 
summer weather yet again. 

As usual we packed in a great deal of sports 
and activities in our ten days of fun and 
adventure! A party of around 15 of us were 
ferried over to the Holy Island to meet the 
Buddhist residents and scale the rugged peaks 
of the Island (the more adventurous canoed 
over). We also did our top trips too, fishing 
in Lamlash Harbour, a day to the fabulous 
Kildonan beach, numerous trips to Auchrannie 
our local spa!!! A guided tour of the RNLI 
station and a trip on the famous paddle 
steamer the Waverly.

Our morning tent inspections and inter-tent 
competitions were hotly contested between 
our five boys tents, so much so that we did 
need a bit of help from caped crusaders 
Batman and boy wonder Robin.

Camp awards this year are — 
Tennis – C. King/F. Robertson
Jnr Putting – A. Nealis
Snr Putting – M. West   
Best sports – Tent 1 R.Cunningham, 
G.Thompson, A. Agnew, J. Gemmell, L. Cocker.
Best Tent Inspection – Tent 5 S. Macarthur, 
A.Nealis, M.West, F.Robertson.
Best New Camper – Fraser Robertson
Best Camper – Scott Macarthur

I would like to thank all the staff for their hard 
work in making this a most successful and 
happy camp and all the Mums, Dads, brothers, 
sisters and friends who ventured across on Fair 
Monday for open day.

We now look forward to our new session 
which starts on Friday 5th of September 7pm 
till 10pm in the Church Halls.

Richard Burt
Officer in Charge
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Junior Section
Another session is upon us and we look 
forward to another year of fun and much 
excitement.

Our previous session closed with our 
holiday weekend to Newton Stewart, 
which took place on the second weekend 
in June. We had a wonderful time and 
were blessed with good weather and an 
enthusiastic group of 11 P5 and P6 boys. 

The enrolment night for the new session 
was on Thursday 4 September 2008. At 
the Junior BB we have new and exciting 
opportunities to meet with boys of there 
own age, to play sports, games and have 
plenty of fun every Thursday night at 
7pm.  In addition to our Thursday night 
meetings we will have a football team 
that will play on a Saturday morning, 
compete in the District Swimming Gala 
and attend the District Athletics at the 
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. If your boys are 
in P4, P5 and P6 this is your chance, we 
meet in the Church Hall and every one is 
welcome.

If you would like any more information 
on any aspect of what the Junior BB is 
all about then please don’t hesitate to 
contact me on the number below.

Mark T Robertson Officer in Charge

Tel 0141 632 6578

CeilidhEaglesham Parish Church

22 November 2008 Scout Hall Eaglesham 8.00pm

Includes buffet supper but BYOB, glasses and nibbles

Raffle prizes greatfully received. All profits to the Fabric Fund

£10



Church Builders
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Church Builders is back! First let me 
tell you about our Safari Trip in June 
to Calderglen Park in East Kilbride. The 
trip was blessed with a sunny day and 
we left Mid Road in a convoy of cars 
decorated with streamers balloons and an 
assortment of safari pets. Everyone had 
a great day with games and races which 
all had a safari theme, as you would 
expect, and of course a picnic giving us all 
a breather and a chance to get to know 
each other a little better. A huge thanks 
to all who came and it is great to know 
I’m not the only nutter who will go about 
wearing a giant snake as a scarf!

Church Builders recommenced on Sunday 
17 August for another session. I would 
like to welcome any new children who 
have joined us, especially those who 
have come after attending the Summer 
Holiday Club. Many of our young 
people are on the move within church 
builders- P2 children are now attending 
Trailblazers and many who are going into 
P7 have been promoted to Youth Group. 
It is super for us to see so many children 
coming back and we offer a big welcome 
to those going to new departments. I 
pray you will enjoy your time with us.

Beverly Miller

The new session of Eaglesham Senior 
Citizens’ Club will start on Thursday 4 
September. Our meetings are held on 
the first and third Thursdays of each 
month from 2 - 4pm in the Montgomery 
Hall. A warm welcome is extended to 
anyone who would care to join us. Further 
details can be had from Jean Clark (01355 
302220)

Senior Citizens’ Club

As our new session approaches I am 
looking forward to taking over as 
convenor for the coming year. Thanks 
to Elaine Wallace who has held the fort 
very ably for the past three years. It is a 
continuing struggle to find new members 
and is mostly due to people working, and 
making time in our busy lives is never 
easy.  We open our meetings on August 
28th with a talk and demo from Denise 
Winton on Colour Analysis which should 
give us all some useful advice, I’m sure. 
We have also decided this year to hold a 
charity night in the Eglington Arms Hotel 
on Friday 24 October; this is instead of our 
coffee morning, usually held in March.

Anyone is welcome along on a Thursday 
and please don’t worry if you can only 
make a few meetings, we will be very 
pleased to see any new faces. For further 
information and a copy of our syllabus 
please don’t hesitate to call.

Mhairi Baird 0141 644 2705

Thursday Group

Bible Fellowship Group – formally known 
as ‘The Monday Group’ please note 
our change of name!  This came about 
because we felt we might not always 
meet on a Monday. A new block of 
study, discussion and fellowship meetings 
will commence on Monday 20 October 
finishing on 8 December with an Advent 
Meal. Please think about joining us for 
these relaxed, happy evenings where we 
encourage and help each other whilst 
tackling some of the difficult questions of 
life.  At the same time we find out what 
the Bible has to say to us in this modern 
age in a friendly environment.

Hannah Fraser

Bible Fellowship Group



The Walking Group continues to meet 
regularly on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month. Walks usually 
last about an hour and a half and ideally 
end up somewhere where coffee and 
scones are available. Recent venues have 
included Mugdock Country Park, 
Chatelherault and Parkhall Wood at 
Lochwinnoch. Forthcoming dates are 
10th and 24th September, 8th and 22nd 
October.  

Sandy Robertson

Walking Group
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A date for your diaries: on Sunday 
14th September we shall be holding a 
devotional book sale in the Carswell 
Halls after the morning service, all 
at bargain prices! Please come along 
and have a browse; there will be some 
children’s material available as well as 
adult.

In addition to the books, we are 
offering free bible reading notes. 
A range of different styles will be 
available for you to take away and see 
what you find most useful. Do try one 
and see what you think.

The FDG aims to provide a range of 
ways to encourage us all to seek a 
deeper understanding about what we 
believe. We would like to broaden our 
membership, particularly amongst the 
younger members of the congregation. 
If anyone would like to join us, please 
Email me at smeag2002@madasafish.
com. Please be assured - none of us are 
experts and we look to learn together, 
not to instruct! Why not give it a go?

Stuart W MacGill, Convener FDG

Faith Development Group

Some months ago we invited the 
congregation to respond to questions 
about their faith. They were questions 
which made people think, and we 
appreciate your thoughtful answers.

From the 44 replies received, some 
pictures emerged.  For example, half the 
replies were from people over 65, half 
under 65, reflecting our congregation’s 
age range. Most of those who replied 
were interested in some form of faith 
development events, and among those 
who either liked or loathed Bible Studies, 

Faithful Answers
were many who feared that they lacked 
knowledge.

The responses have given the Faith 
Development Group plenty to think 
about.  We want to thank all of you who 
took part, especially for the openness of 
your answers.  We trust that as a result, 
we will be able to offer events which help 
answer some of your questions!

Gillian Norval, Faith Development Group
If you would like a complete copy of the 
responses, please contact Gillian or any other 
member of the Faith Development Group.

It seems no time since May when we last 
met for afternoon tea with our guests 
from other churches and now we are 
thinking about our new session. Our 
Speaker Sec, Janette Cameron, has been 
busy organising the syllabus. The commit-
tee think that it is varied and interesting 
and hope it meets with approval. The 
opening meeting is on Wed 1 October at 
7.30 in the Carswell Hall when we will be 
entertained by ‘Close Shave’ barber shop 
singers. The guild extends a warm invita-
tion to ladies (and gentlemen to join in 
our fellowship on Wednesday evenings  

Joan Douglas

Guild



Donna Corcoran to Martin Fraser  (25 May)

Recent Weddings
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Victoria Turnbull to Robert Steven (2 August)



Eleanor Francis Letts (8 June) daughter of Karen and Ade
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Baptismal Babies

James Thomas Andrews (8 June) son of Jaclyn and Alan 



a Taste of local history
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No Scottish village has more 
local historical resonance than 
our community of Eaglesham. 
Its establishment in 1769 as 
a planned village by the Earl 
of Eglinton and subsequent 
recognition as the first Scottish 
Conservation Village on 27 June 
1960 have confirmed its status.
Discussions between Doug 
Lamont and myself have led 
to the inception of a regular 
article in the Parish News on 
the subject of the local history 
of Eaglesham. My credentials 
for this assignment are my 
regular history articles in the 
East Kilbride News for over 
forty years and my position as 
President of the Eaglesham 
Feuars’ Association since 1987.

I want to begin with two place names – Eaglesham 
and the Orry. The popular interpretation of the word 
Eaglesham is the hamlet or town of the eagle. The truth 
is rather more prosaic – ‘eagles’ is derived from the Gaelic 
‘eaglairs’ meaning church, which give us Churchtown 
or Eaglesham. The Orry is the sixteen acres of open 
space between Polnoon and Montgomery Streets. The 
derivation of the name Orry is, I suggest, a Scottish 
corruption of the word Area. The open space was defined 
as the common area in the old plans of the village. 

The Feuars’ Association was founded in 1774, five years 
after the foundation of the planned village. A Board of 
Managers were appointed and the original minute book 
(1774 -1883) is still extant and makes fascinating reading. 
In later articles I will cover the way the Feuars shaped the 
community of Eaglesham over the last two hundred and 
thirty-four years as well as the wider history of our Parish 
and Village. 

I have included two photographs. The first (left) is the 
Feuars’ Flag which was remade in 1900 and is still in 
reasonable condition although rather fragile on the folds. 
The flag is seven feet square and fashioned in silk. The 
Feuars’ Union Jack is also in the archives and in good 
shape.

The second is a 1910 image of the Orry and the Cotton 
Spinning Mill (now totally demolished). The Mid Road 
Bridge can be clearly seen. On the new facing wall is 
the date of construction by the Feuars – 1833. The date 
stone is set into the wall below the parapet. At its peak 
the Mill employed over 200. The Mill was founded in the 
early 1790s and passed through a succession of owners. 
By 1876 cheap imports and a failure to modernise caused 
the closure of the Mill. The wall on the western side of the 
road to Waterfoot contains many of the stones used in 
the construction of the Orry Mill.

Bill Niven


