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I write only hours after bowing farewell to 
Prince Edward at the closing ceremony of 
the Church of Scotland’s General Assembly 
(he bowed first, and it seemed churlish 
not to respond). The GA, as it’s known to 
insiders, is a very strange animal especially 
to those who, like me, are not natives in 
this Church. It feels like a cross between 
Parliament and boarding school, though 
never having been to either I can’t be sure. 
600 delegates each have their own pigeon 
hole, name badge and voting machine, are 
shepherded through one way systems by a 
couple of dozen stewards, and monitored in 
the debating chamber by cameras randomly 
spotlighting people on the big screen (you 
learn fast to look awake and interested at 
all times, and never to apply lipstick or pick 
your nose). 

Coming from Eaglesham, it’s good to be 
reminded that there is a wider world. I 
know we’re the best, but sticking your 
nose above the parapet occasionally is not 
a bad idea. The Church of Scotland is huge, 
with a wide range of social and spiritual 
interests in Scotland and across the globe. 
Other congregations are facing the same 
challenges that we are, and many are doing 
exciting and innovative things. There are 
far more resources and support available 
than we are aware of or make use of. We 
talked about recruitment, prayer, buildings, 
sex, violence, pensions and bereavement: 
we told stories and jokes. People wore 
ceremonial uniforms and people wore crocs. 
People were inspired, challenged and deeply 
hurt. The Church in macrocosm has the same 
blend of the mundane and the sublime, the 
holy and the shameful, as has the life of any 
of its parish churches (including ours). And 
somewhere through all of it runs God’s spirit.

Briefly, what were the main issues?

Ministers – We face a growing crisis: by 
2024 we will be short of 200 ministers, with 
a correspondingly impossible burden placed 
on the rest. Measures are being taken to 
address recruitment, but more creatively we 

are considering how church and ministry 
might operate in wholly different models 
in future. Eaglesham is so far one of a 
rapidly diminishing number of unaffected 
congregations but that will not last forever.

Same-sex relationships – Predictably, 
the trajectory continues with the proposal 
to ordain ministers in SSR’s being affirmed 
by the Assembly. This will now be debated 
in Presbyteries and, if passed there, will 
become law next year. Less predictably, 
the speeches in favour of retaining the 
traditionalist position were truly inspiring: 
gracious, passionate and wise. For those of 
us who hold that view, our case could not 
have been better put, and a third of the 
Assembly voted against the trajectory. Such 
a substantial minority will not go away and 
our church will continue to be painfully 
divided on this issue.

Mission – The focus of every church is how 
we speak and live out faith in such a way that 
others are attracted to it. We heard many 
ideas, and even more importantly examples 
of vibrant congregations trying new ways of 
worship and witness in their communities. 
Some of these will be coming to Eaglesham 
as we discern what is right for us.

We are part of a large, diverse and lively 
Church of Scotland, certainly not without its 
challenges and faults but one that genuinely 
strives to serve God and our nation. In 
Eaglesham we are a small but significant 
thread in the whole tapestry.

Blessings on you all

Musings… Contacts…

Announcements…

Funerals

20 March - Mrs Helen Cameron, Williamwood 
Nursing Home

21 March - Mrs Mararet Harper, Glasgow Rd

25 March - Mr Andrew Galt, Bonnyton Dr

28 March - Mr Gardiner, Barlae Ave

2 April - Mrs Mary Steel, Montgomery Court

25  April - Mrs Carol Bell, Bonnyton Dr

30  April - Mr Robert Hallam, Erskine Nursing 
Home

5 May - Mrs Moira Dykes, Nether Enoch Farm
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Summer Services…

Set your clocks for summer! 
During July & August all 
Sunday Services will be at  

10am
Mid-week services will 
resume in September… 
and watch out for our new 
monthly contemporary 
service - coming soon!
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Carswell Centre… Session Notes…

This is a crucially 
important time in our 
Year of Fundraising. 

We are now into the 
various activities we 
have planned for this 

year and the efforts made by everyone to 
ensure the success of the events held so 
far have been outstanding. The Auction 
delivered a significant initial morale 
booster of approximately £10,000 and the 
Plant Sale raised £1500. Other activities 
held by other organisations, some not 
directly connected with our Church, have 
raised significant additional large sums.

Events planned as I write this are the 
Village Fun Day on Saturday 16th August 
and the Sponsored Walk at the Windfarm 
on the 23rd August. Concerts are being 
organised by both the Guild and the 
Choir, together with more events still to 
be advertised but already planned by 
organisations and one or two individuals.

The main focus of our funding if we are to 
achieve our target, must be on ourselves 
and many of us have given generously 
or have pledged to give in response to 
the Givings Sunday intimation which we 
have all received. Although the focus of 
the Givings Sunday was the 11th May 
and Lynn preached inspiringly around the 
subject of giving, it was simply chosen 
as a day on which we wished everyone 
to think carefully and with foresight 
about their own contribution to this vital 
Church project. Although many of us 
have responded to meet that date, the 
opportunity to give remains open-ended 
and we hope and pray that those who have 
not yet got round to giving, or pledging to 
give, will do so in the days to come.

Why should everyone support the Carswell 
redevelopment plan? 

• The Carswell Hall is in dire need of urgent 
care and attention to its entire fabric. The 
building has served us well but it is tired. If 
it was our home we would have replaced 

windows long ago, built extra living space, 
installed a kitchen fit for purpose and made 
the place more welcoming for ourselves 
and our visitors.

• The people of Eaglesham built us 
beautiful Churches. Their legacy is our 
responsibility and we can liken our 
responsibility to the Master’s servants given 
the talents. Are we going to be like the 
industrious servants whose foresight and 
wisdom doubled the money given to them 
or do we take the easy route and bury 
talent where it failed to grow? The analogy 
is clear.

• Our central Church, through the General 
Trustees, has encouraged us from the 
very outset in our plans and continues to 
be extremely impressed by our efforts to 
achieve what we have committed to. So 
impressed that they have indicated the 
likelihood of extending further grant-
aid to us as we approach our goal. Our 
responsibility to nurture God’s work in this 
place is crystal clear.

• The modernisation of the Laird Hall and 
the development of the Carswell Centre 
will be our legacy. The value of the work 
being carried out among the young people 
in our village and schools by Lynn and 
James and that of our youth organisations 
is incalculable. Our youngsters need our 
encouragement to engender in them the 
spirit of the future of the Church in our 
village. We must not let them down.

Please support the events and activities 
planned for the remainder of this 
important year. Give practical help by 
baking or manning a stall, serving teas, 
washing dishes; we need your help.

Give as generously as you can to the Givings 
Appeal if you have not already considered 
this and help to build a Church legacy in 
Eaglesham in which we can all take pride.

Thank you for all your efforts 

Craig Wishart

Since the March 2014 Parish News, as always 
the Kirk Session has been working hard in 
various areas, not least of which is the Session 
Fundraising for the Carswell Project. When you 
read this, we will have already had our Plant 
Sale/Tea Afternoon at the end of May, and you 
may also have been approached by an Elder 
with a re-quest to buy an Eaglesham Tea Towel 
- I understand that a scurrilous rumour was 
circulating that the photo on this Tea Towel was 
of the Kirk Session. Thankfully, this is not the 
case! 

One of the necessary aspects of being a Church 
is to participate in a review of church life as 
organised by Glasgow Presbytery. We have 
recently been involved in a pilot of a new Local 
Church Review Process, and I am delighted to 
tell you that Glasgow Presbytery has ‘signed 
off’ our Action Plan. A lot of the Action Plan 
revolves around how we want to use the 
Carswell Halls, but we also are looking ahead to 
using ICT resources to make our Services more 
widely available for those who cannot attend 
church - e.g., use of website, CDs etc. Further 
ahead, we are looking at establishing a faith 
development course for church groups, and 
those on the fringes of church life. We continue 
to have a clear commitment to funding our 
Youth Worker, as this is seen as pivotal to 

Fabric…

Well we can all rest easy in our beds knowing 
that the fire appliances have all been serviced and 
certified for another year! 

We have been doing some painting in the Laird 
Hall, but our main focus if the weather behaves, 
will be outside  work, of which there is no 
shortage: external painting, weeds to kill and 
drains to dig. 

We  have had a bad run this spring. The Laird 
Hall boiler gave up on us after 26 years and had 
to be replaced at a cost of £6424, and to enable 
us to do this, asbestos had to be removed at a 
cost of £2160. Auxiliary works in connection with 
the boiler, new cupboard, flues installed through 
the roof and broken thermostatic valves replaced 
brought the total cost of the job to over £10,000. 

achieving our aims. And some new worship 
ideas, explored elsewhere in this Parish News. 
If you want any further information about this 
process, please feel free to contact me.

As I write this update from the Kirk Session, 
I am also looking at the webcast from 
the General Assembly - it’s an interesting 
experience, varying from the sometimes 
mind-numbingly boring minutiae of church 
organisation to the big questions that we all 
grapple with as Christians. Lynn is attending 
the Assembly this year, and I look forward to 
hearing her report.

By the time you receive this Parish News, there 
will have been a number of fund-raising events 
in relation to the Carswell Project. I have no 
intention of stealing the thunder from the 
Fund-raising Team, but I have been privileged 
to be part of a number of fund-raising 
events recently, and have been struck by the 
commitment of all those involved - thank you!

Wendy Armstrong Session Clerk

Please feel free to contact me via phone or 
email if you wish.

All this was unexpected expense which had not 
been budgeted for --- you never know what’s 
around the corner!

Unfortunately, with all the problems we’ve had, 
despite an increased budget, I don’t think we will 
have the money to carry out repairs to the rear 
elevation of the church this summer.

However, a little piece of good news always 
encourages us!  We have won the battle of 
keeping the birds out of the steeple which will cut 
down on the bags of sticks, etc which we have to 
remove every year. The birds, of course, may not 
see this as good news for them!

Happy Harry and the Fabric Team
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Ypres to Verdun.... a cycle for Peace Direct

In my last report I indicated that we would 
be having a Church Givings Campaign in the 
2nd quarter of this year.  However, following 
discussions at Admin and Session, it was agreed 
that we will not go ahead at this time.  Instead 
we will closely monitor our actual vs budget 
figures throughout the year and, if necessary, 
return to this at a later date.

At the end of the first quarter I’m pleased to 
report that we are a bit ahead of budget, thanks 
partly to increased givings and to our new 
contract for gas and electricity – gas costs have 
reduced while electricity has remained about the 
same and we had budgeted for an increase.  We 
will also benefit from the Government’s rebate of 
up to £2000 in employer’s NI for small business.

However, as you will have read elsewhere, we 
have had a couple of items of unexpected, large 
expenditure for the fabric of our buildings.  As 
a result, we have postponed the planned work 
on the roof of the Church and will discuss the 
feasibility of carrying out this work at our next 
meeting in August.

Finally, a request.  There has been an increase in 
the use of halls without permission which can 
affect users who have booked them.  So, if you 
want to use a hall, please ensure you have Ann 
Robertson’s (our Halls Convener) agreement.   
Thank you.

Maureen Hunter,

Admin Convener

Admin Matters…

Can I make a plea to everyone not to use slug 
pellets in their garden.  There are at least four 
hedgehogs, and several song thrushes in the 
village, both of which species are badly down in 
numbers, and  both of which devour slugs and 
snails, and which may well die if they eat pellet-
killed slugs.  Other slug deterrents are copper 
slug rings (see Google) or copper wire which 
give a kind of electric shock to the molluscs, or 
beer-filled containers, which should at least let 
them die happy!  Alternatively, put upside-down 
orange or melon skins beside susceptible plants, 
and destroy the slugs the next morning when 
you find them underneath.  Perhaps the kindest 
method is to put the live slugs into your compost 
heap where they will help digest the compost and 
then be a really fat and tasty meal for the afore-
mentioned predators. 

Marlies McLean

Nature Notes…

Phillipa says
“have fun filling 

me up!”

Like I suspect many others I was uncertain how to recognise the 100th 
anniversary of the start of the first world war. We must remember 
and reflect on the horrors of the conflict, the millions of lives lost, and 
the disruption and changes to family and social life. However, the 
other historical strand is the question of how and why it happened. 
And that at least in part was a disastrous failure of peace making and 
diplomacy. The comparison may be limited but Peace Direct is in the 
business of encouraging local solutions to potential conflict. 

We might hope that activities reflecting the events of 100 years 
ago could help to prevent further conflicts arising. Supporting 
organisations such as Peace Direct seems an appropriate response. I 
enjoy cycling. Hence the idea of a sponsored cycle in September 2014 
along the route of the Western Front. The journey is from Ypres to 
Verdun, taking in Loos, Arras, Somme and Aisne valley. The distance 
is around 300miles. Four of us are undertaking the challenge at the 
beginning of September. At our slightly advanced ages we will not be 
traveling at any great speed. We will want time to visit some of the 
battlefield and memorial sites along the way - so 10 days in all. 

Peace Direct is an international organisation founded in the UK. It aims to support and empower grass 
roots groups and individuals working to find their own solutions in areas of actual or potential conflict. 
Their website gives more detail and examples of their activity. If you would like to make a donation in 
support of this sponsored cycle, log into ‘Just Giving’ and enter search for ‘Peace Direct’, or visit http://
www.justgiving.com/duncan-macintyre <http://www.justgiving.com/duncan-macintyre>. Or speak to 
Duncan next time you see him.

During Lent over 40 of our congregation met 
informally in small groups of 3 or 4 called DNA 
groups (Discipleship, Nurture, Action). These 
were so successful that they will be repeated 
for 8 weeks in the autumn. To find our more 
please contact the minister or Gillian Norval.

New Service

Sensing the increasing need for a more 
contemporary style of service to suit younger 
people and families, the Kirk Session has agreed 
that from October 2014, the 11am service will 
take an informal and contemporary style. This will 
happen every month on the last Sunday of the 
month when we have our early service, so that 
those who enjoy traditional worship can come at 
9.30am. More details to follow after the summer.

The Rev Elizabeth Watson from Arran is 
hoping to lead a pilgrimage to Jordan and 
Israel in May 2015. The group will visit 
Jerusalem, Masada, the Red Sea, Petra, Wadi 
Rum, Jerash and Galilee. Dates 13th to 26th 
May and the cost is £2,645. 

2015 Pilgrimage…

DNA Groups… …COMING SOON!

Make space in your 
kitchen it’s…
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Tearfund – Cambodia Hope Organisation

>>>>>> Agricultural Update

Some of the support that CHO offers is skills 
training in agriculture and livestock farming and 
business management. 

Ley Yan is 49 years old and has six children. She 
says:

‘I attended the agricultural technical training 
run by CHO. They trained us on how to 
cultivate a healthy home garden, and we 
received some agricultural tools and seeds.

After I practiced home gardening for a 
several months, I could see that life was 
improving. I have enough vegetables for my 
family and surplus to sell in the market. I can 
now afford my children’s education as well. 
I hope that by continuing with these things, 
I will receive enough income to pay for my 
children’s education up to university level.’ 

‘I would like to say thank you to CHO and 
donors who make this possible for me and 
other people in the village to gain specific 
skills for our daily living. I wish you all good 
health, wisdom, and peace in order to serve 
our people.’  

The project we are supporting seeks out the most vulnerable Cambodian families and assists by 
enabling them to make a positive living. Here are a couple of examples of what’s been happening .

If you would like to know more about CHO you can visit the website www.tearfund.org and click on 
Connected Church.

If you would like to receive quarterly updates on the CHO project, please forward your email address to 
fiona_kettlewell@yahoo.co.uk

>>>>>> Anti-trafficking Update

CHO’s Anti-Trafficking Programme aims to reduce 
the number of Cambodian children becoming 
victims of trafficking, domestic abuse, prostitution 
and drug abuse. CHO staff visit many schools and 
communities to give the children and teachers 
education and training on serious issues facing 
the young people of Cambodia today. 

This is a quote from 15 year old Pong Sokheng:

‘One day, CHO staff came to teach us about 
human trafficking, sexual abuse, violence 
against children and the four basic rights 
of children. They explained the issues very 
clearly, and from now on, I know that I need 
to be careful of strangers. I am very thankful 
to CHO and donors for running awareness 
training to the students and community 
members in order for us to avoid human 
trafficking, sexual abuse and violence.’

Thank God for the many children, parents 
and adults who have been reached through 
December’s anti-trafficking campaign and 
through the regular awareness and education 
sessions in schools and communities, and pray for 
CHO’s vision to expand this project to reach more 
children who are at risk across Cambodia. 

Pong Sokheng Ley Yan

HOLIDAY CLUB 4–8 August, 10 –12.30 Daily FREE!
MUMS! 

Book-up for your kids now! REGISTRATION FORM ON 
THE BACK PAGE
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205 Company Section

The session is formally at an end! On 26th 
April, friends and family joined us in the 
Laird Halls for our Annual Display. We were 
privileged to have Alistair Carmichael, 
Provost of East Renfrewshire Council, as 
our Inspecting Officer. It was a great night 
with the boys performing well. Noteworthy 
awards go first to our under 15s football 
team for winning both the League and the 
Cup this year. This year’s best recruit is Nathan 
Cope and best boy is Ethan “Pat” Paterson. 
Mention must also go to Derek Scott for 7 
years perfect attendance. The day after the 
display we had our annual sponsored walk 
at the Wind Farm. This was a great success 
and the money will go to the Carswell Project 
within the church. Many thanks to parents 
and friends for their support. The countdown 
is now on to camp! 

G. Cunningham O/C

Anchor Boys…

Junior Section…

The Guild…

1st Eaglesam Guides…

Our final session at Anchor Boys for this year 
has been great fun but also a lot of hard 
work as we prepared for our Annual Display 
& Inspection on 13th May. The boys did a 
great job on the night and we were delighted 
to have Wendy Armstrong join us for the 
evening to take the role of Inspecting Officer 
and award the following prizes: 

Bible Knowledge: Adam Hay

Best Squad: Red Squad (Adam Hay, Lewis 
Donnelly, James Andrews, Aaron Steele, 
Daniel Kettlewell, Ben Wheeler & Felix 
Matheson.)

Best Boy: Blair McKinnon

Another excellent session in the Junior Section 
was rounded off by our well attended annual 
display on the 8th May. Our Main Display 
Award Winners were:

Footballer of the Year: Lewis Roberts
The Billy McAuslan Trophy: Logan McLeod
Best Squad: Scotland – Jamie Baird, Max 
Donnelly, Daniel MacKintosh, Owen Lyle, 
Fraser Robertson, Ewan Hay
Best Boy: Jamie Baird

This session has seen 38 boys attend Junior 
Section on a Thursday night with 8 members 

of staff to supervise – a great team effort with 
all our boys achieving their badges! Our Junior 
Section holiday weekend at Carronvale was 
another major success with excellent weather, 
an action packed sports programme and 
lots of happy boys in attendance! Our best 
camper this year was Cole Lyle!

We are the district Swimming and Superstars 
champions for this session and claimed 
runners-up in the football league. A 4-2 
victory and gold medals in the football cup 
final at the end of the season was more than 
deserved for our talented young team (see 
attached photograph)

We have a terrific group of 16 boys leaving 
us this year to go onto the Company Section. 
All the staff would like to thank them for their 
hard work over the past 3 years and wish 
them all the best as they progress in the Boys 
Brigade.

Finally a big thankyou to everyone who 
has made this session possible, we will do 
it all again starting back on Thursday 4th 
September 2014. Have a great Summer!

Gary Rushworth/Mark Robertson

Joint OIC Junior Section

We have had a varied selection of interesting 
speakers over our 2013/14 session, including 
our Christmas Fayre and annual Charity 
Coffee Morning, finishing with our Afternoon 
Tea on 14th May when the Eaglesham Quilt 
was on display. Dorothy Green and Fiona 
Hamilton gave the ladies the opportunity 
of viewing this very successful community 
project and heard the stories behind each of 
the panels. We also welcomed visitors from 
surrounding Guilds along with members 
from the Guild’s South East Council.  Our 
Programme Secretary is now beavering away 
to ensure that our new session for 2014/15 
is all in order. We start back on the first 
Wednesday in October.

Fiona Hamilton (Guild Secretary)

As we finish our session before our summer 
break. The girls have been fairly busy despite 
being off a lot due to the Easter Holidays and 
all the May holidays.  They went bowling and 
this was a great night, everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed it.  20 of the guides went to 
Auchengillan to East Renfrewshire County 
Commonwealth Camp and joined 230 guides 
and 60 leaders. We enjoyed drumming, 
reptiles, bangla dancing, soft plant pots, 
pottery, together with water walking, archery, 
grass sledging, pole climbing, mountain 
biking, abseiling to name but a few!  The 
girls also travelled ‘around the world’ to eight 
countries within each sub-camp where they 
made bracelets, face painted, hair braided, etc 
to gain their Commonwealth Camp badge. 

Keeping with the outdoor theme, we went 
into the Orry for a game of man hunt and 
sardines – then the thunder and lightening 
started.  

On 2 June we went up to the Whitelees Wind 
Farm for a walk and bbq, this was our last 

night.  On this evening two of our girls Robyn 
Pringle and Sophie Nicol received their BP 
Awards, the highest award they can gain as 
guides.  Well done girls.

Have a great summer.  Guides start back on 
Monday 1 September 2014.

Louise Lightbody

At East Renfrewshire Commonwealth Camp Gold and Silverware for the JS Team

We also said goodbye to our four Primary 
3s. The boys have been a pleasure to have in 
Anchor Boys for the past 3 years and we wish 
them all the very best in their new adventures 
at Junior Section!

We are finishing our year off with a trip to 
the cinema to see The Lego Movie on Sunday 
25th May. This is an ideal opportunity for the 
boys (and officers!) to unwind after a hectic 
few weeks! We hope to start back on Tuesday 
2nd September & as always welcome any 
boys in Primary 1, 2 or 3 to come along and 
join us! Have a great summer everybody!

Elaine & Gordon (Officers in Charge)



I give permission for my child to attend “Fit for a King” Holiday Club and to take part fully in the 
games, crafts, Bible teaching and other activities.

Child’s Name

Address

Parent/Guardian’s Name

Home tel number   mobile number

Emergency contact during Club (name and number)

DOB  School    Class before summer

Name and number of GP

Any illnesses (eg asthma) or allergies which may affect normal activity?

In the event of illness or accident, if neither I nor the emergency contact can be contacted, I give 
permission for my child to receive any necessary medical treatment from a qualified First Aider or 
medical practitioner.

I understand that Holiday Club activities will take place in the church halls and also outdoors in 
the church grounds or the Orry, with appropriate supervision.

I give permission for photographs to be taken which may be used in church or newspaper 
publications. Photos will not be placed on websites, nor will names be attached to children. (If 
you are unwilling to give permission for any of the above, or if there is any other information you 
think we should know, please give details on a separate sheet)

Please return signed form (1 for each child) to Maureen Hunter, 11 Polbae Cres, Eaglesham

Signed                                                                                      (parent/guardian)

Complete one form for each child attending. Please photocopy this 
form or download additional forms from the church website —  
www.eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk

CONSENT 
FORM
Eaglesham Parish Church Holiday Club 

4 – 8 August 2014  

10am – 12.30 daily


