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Contacts…

Announcements…
Funerals
Jim Christie, Bonnyton Drive, 10 June   
John McKechnie, Gilmour St, 27 June   
Elma Jacobs, Burnfield Nursing Home, 
1 August  
Andy Fraser, Strathaven Rd, 21st August   
Inga Marshall, Lindsayfield Nursing Home, 
4 September  

Baptisms
7 July – Benjamin Meney, Hannah Meney, 
Christopher Carter, Christopher Gilroy
4th August – Harry Hutchinson, George Neal

Weddings
27 July – Helen Armstrong to Phil Scally.
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This week I got an email from 
Eaglesham’s Historical Society, with an 
interesting programme for the coming 
year.  Looking back is often fascinating 
and especially in Eaglesham, where we 
have such a rich history and memories 
we don’t want to lose. Our church 
buildings are redolent with history 
although they have changed much 
over the years – I’m told there used 
to be 7 churches in Eaglesham but 
someone might be winding me up! The 
most recent historical event in church 
buildings was the amalgamation of 
the Carswell church with the Parish 
Church just over 50 years ago, and 
the transformation of the Carswell 
building into the current hall.  It must 
have been a wrench for those who 
loved that church, and I’m glad I didn’t 
have to manage the change! However 
the hall has remained a loved and 
useful focus for church and village 
activities until today.

Looking back, however, has its limits 
– faith is a living and growing thing, 
and must face the challenges of today 
and the future.  Looking forward, we 
see that the Carswell building needs a 
major upgrade to become an attractive 
facility in the modern age for both 
church and community activities.  
After many years of planning, both 
Kirk Session and congregation have 
approved plans to transform the 
Carswell into a 2-storey building with 
flexible space for smaller meetings and 
a café area as the hub, with a brand 
new main hall on the upper floor and 
a small chapel overlooking the Orry. 
It’s an ambitious project, but looking 
forward we see as our legacy to the 

generations to come a facility that will 
allow the church to thrive and grow at 
the heart of the community.

The aim of the new building is to help 
us more effectively look outward, to 
how we can best serve our community 
and beyond.  Churches aren’t meant 
to be holy huddles; we’re here to 
speak and live the Christian gospel by 
serving others. Our vision is that this 
new building will be a vibrant centre 
from which others will be served in a 
creative variety of ways.

It’s a big vision, and it will take vast 
resources to fund, energise and bring 
it to being.  We are at the start of a 
new stage in the journey and we 
will be looking to funders, to the 
congregation and the community for 
all kinds of help and support – you 
will hear more about this! Most of all, 
we look upwards as we believe we 
are following God’s leading in this. 
It’s a step of faith and much is still 
uncertain, particularly financially – we 
are committed not to undertake the 
project until the funding is secure.  
Our focus is on God and building 
His kingdom – the biggest vision of 
all, which puts all our efforts into 
perspective!

Wishing you God’s blessing

Musings… Backward, forward, outward and upward….
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Session Notes…

Since my last posting to Parish News in June, 
the Session has been taking a well earned rest. 
But however, individual Elders have of course 
been continuing with various church activities 
e.g. supporting church members in their 
districts and thinking about the year ahead.

We continue to talk about and pray for the 
plans for our Buildings, and by the time you 
get this Parish News, we will have had a further 
Congregational Meeting concerning this. Is this 
a bit of over-kill? Do people’s eyes glaze over 
when they are asked to think (again!) about the 
Carswell Project? I hope not as we have vital 
decisions we need to make as a church. We 
are also about to embark on an exciting and 
challenging project with TEAR Fund overseas. 
The question is sometimes asked – is there a 
tension between ‘looking after our own church/
community’ and  ‘supporting mission overseas’? 
Does this need to be an either/or? Members of 
the Kirk Session don’t think so and are trying to 
work this out in practice. 

Some people maybe naturally separate the 
life of the local congregation from the task of 
world mission. They make the assumption that 
you are either responding to the local needs 

of the church or you are concerned about the 
gospel reaching distant places. However, a 
congregation that is open to fellowship with all 
of those in the community, especially those who 
are different from themselves will find it easier 
to expand this to a vision for the whole world. 
We hope as a Session that we can do both 
these things, and the Carswell Project will be a 
vital part of this.

Every year the Kirk Session have an Away Day 
to take more time to reflect and talk about 
wider issues than it is possible to address in 
Session Meetings. And sometimes, maybe 
amazingly, we even enjoy ourselves! This 
September we will be thinking about the two 
inter-twined strands of Mission and Discipleship, 
which maybe also reflect in some way the 
congregational needs vs world mission debate.

Please feel free to contact me via phone or 
email if you wish.

Wendy Armstrong 
Session Clerk 

Fabric…

Summer has gone and we still have much to do....
alas! The summers seem to be getting shorter! 

Our main effort this Summer was to redecorate 
the Laird Hall and re-do the badminton court, and 
at the time of writing, this is 95% complete. The 
crumbling entrance hall steps have been repaired. 
The cupboard in the entrance hall is still taking 
in water despite best efforts, but we still hope to 
find a solution. We have moved to the exterior of 
the building and have started painting works, as 
long as daylight allows.

The Carswell has had no issues, and we await a 
decision on the future of this building.

The audio system in the church has now moved 
to the gallery as part of our audio-visual ongoing 
upgrade. It has now settled, after a few teething 
problems.

Maintenance of our buildings is a constant  
battle, and we are always in need of volunteers 
to help reduce the overheads. Many thanks 
to all my helpers for a great effort over the 
summer.

Fab Con
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Are you like me in that one of the first things I 
do when I go into Church on a Sunday morning 
is admire the display of flowers in the Chancel?  
They are always so well chosen and beautifully 
arranged.  

For this we have to thank our skilled team of 
flower arrangers organised by Janette Macindeor.  
The flowers themselves are often donated by folk 
in remembrance of an important person or event 
in their lives and each donor has ‘their’ Sunday.  
We currently have some free Sundays and, if you 
would like to donate in this way, Janette would 
be very pleased to hear from you.  

On the free Sundays the flowers are purchased 
by the Flower Fund.  This fund is possibly not well 
known in the Church and it is rather low at the 
moment - so we would welcome donations.  If 
you would like to give to the Flower Fund, please 
place a donation in an envelope marked ‘Flower 
Fund’ and either put it in the plate on a Sunday or 
give it to your Elder.

After Church, we are grateful to our team of 
distributors, led by Susan Napier.  They deliver 
the flowers to people who are in our thoughts, 
perhaps because they are going through a 
difficult time or are celebrating an important 
event – and they are always very well received!

Flowers play a very important part in our Church 
life – thank you for your help.

Maureen Hunter

Admin Convener     

Church Flowers…

The Guild - our first evening of the new 
session starts on Wednesday  2nd October.   
Our syllabus secretary has been beavering 
away over the summer and we now have in 
place a very varied and interesting selection 
of speakers. This session’s syllabus  includes 
a few local speakers who will be talking on 
the Guild theme for this coming year - ‘A 
Fellowship to Build’.  We are always delighted 
to welcome new members and if any lady 
would like to join us on a Wednesday 
evening please do come along.  We meet 
every Wednesday from October to March  
in the Carswell Hall at 7.30pm.  If you 
require transport, this can be arranged.   The 
committee is looking forward to welcoming 
all our members back on the 2nd October.

 Fiona Hamilton

 Guild Secretary

The Guild…

STV Appeal 2013…

Debbie, Anna and Giles Blair presented STV 
with a cheque for £356 raised by Eaglesham 
Parish Church to help boost their 2013 
appeal. Giles wasted no effort plugging our 
plans for the Carswell Halls much to the 
displeasure of the producer whose timings 
were disrupted!
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Junior Section…

EPYC…

The new session started back with our 
enrolment on Thursday 5th September at 
7.00pm. We looked forward to seeing all our 
boys from last year, our new P4 boys who had 
just finished in the Anchor Boys & any other 
boys who are keen to join in our fun on a 
Thursday evening.

Activities include Games, Badge Work, 
Achievements, Themed Nights, Football, 
Athletics, Swimming, Assault courses, Stories, 
Party Events, Company Trips, Summer 
Weekend Camp & lots, lots more…………. 
come and see for yourself!!

We look forward to another excellent session 
ahead!

Gary Rushworth / Mark Robertson

Anchor Boys…

We hope that you all had a wonderful summer 
and are raring to go for another year of fun at 
Anchor Boys! Our first night was on Tuesday 
the 3rd of September in the Laird Halls at the 
usual time of 6.30pm. All boys in P1, 2 & 3 are 
welcome to come along and join in! For further 
information do not hesitate to contact us:

Gordon Grant

Elaine McHugh

EPYC (Eaglesham Parish 
Youth Cafe) meets 
on a Sunday evening 
and provides Christian 
teaching and worship 
for teenagers.  Its fourth 
year of running got off 
to a superb start with a 
barbecue at the Manse 
in early September for 
about 40 young people, 
followed closely by an 
activity weekend away 
at Lendrick Muir in 
Clackmannanshire, a 
Christian Outdoor Centre 
for young people run 
by Scripture Union. 25 
young people and 5 
leaders enjoyed ropes courses, assault courses, beach volleyball (don’t ask) and lots more, as well 
as the EPYC hallmark of Bible teaching and plenty of fun ways to explore Christian faith.  James 
Edgar, our Youth Minister, led the weekend. It was great for all of us to see the young people 
bond together and leave with a bundle of happy memories.  Hopefully this will kick off the best 
yet session of EPYC in the months to come.
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Cambodian Hope… our new missionary link

ARMISTICE SUNDAY
10 November
remember the dead  
…pray for the living

Eaglesham Church has established a new 
link through Tearfund with the Cambodian 
Hope Organisation. This is a charity that 
addresses the needs of deprived members of 
a population still recovering from the after-
effects of the Kmer Rouge period. It works 
through empowering local groups based on 
Christian communities in the area to realise 
and use their own skills in improving  living 
conditions and opportunities. The specific 

project to which Eaglesham will contribute funding focusses on individuals and 
families affected by human trafficking. Human trafficking and labour exploitation 
destroy life, taking away the fullness and joy God wants for all of us. In North 
Western Cambodia the people served by this project count the cost of such abuse 
and extreme poverty. Vulnerable adults and children are manipulated by both 
their circumstances and abusers into feeling hopeless, worthless, and forgotten. 
More information about the CHO can be seen on the Tearfund website - connected 
church page >>>>>>
http://connected.tearfund.org/en/choose_a_partner/cambodia_-_project_icd/ 
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Amy’s Special Olympics 2013…

Well, that’s us back from Bath for the Special 
Olympics and what a week it was.

Amy set off with her team – Scotland West, 
in four large coaches from Scotstoun Leisure 
Centre on Tuesday 27th August. The Lord Provost 
delivered a rousing speech wishing them well and 
then they were piped onto their coaches and off 
they went. 

We (Amy’s immediate family) then set off on 
Wednesday to get to Bath to attend the opening 
ceremony. 

This was an incredible event. It took place in 
front of the Royal Crescent which was a beautiful 
setting. The ceremony involved all the 17 teams 
taking part in the Athletes Parade, then a show 
that included a performance by Susan Boyle after 
which one of the athletes lit the Special Olympics 
Cauldron which burned during the whole 
competition.

On Thursday the rest of Amy’s supporters arrived. 
This included 17 family members and 4 friends.

On Thursday Evening we set off to the University 
of Bath where most of the competition was 
taking place. Amy competed in her 4 different 
Rhythmic Gymnastic events. These were clubs, 
ribbon, hoop and ball. She was fantastic and we 
were all so proud of her.

On Friday evening the medals were handed out. 
Amy won a silver medal for each of her routines 
and a silver overall medal. We were then told 
that she had been selected to perform one of 
her routines at the gymnastics closing ceremony 
which was taking place the following day.

So we returned to the University Sports Centre 
on Saturday afternoon to watch the medal 
presentations for her teammates who were 
taking part in the Artistic Gymnastics after which 
there was the demonstration by a select few of 
the gymnasts including Amy who performed 
her ribbon routine again. She was absolutely 
delighted to receive a gold medal for this. 

After this there was a lot of celebration dancing 
by the athletes who all seemed to have had 
a wonderful time. Many photos were taken 

Amy Clark proudly shows off her five silver 
medals and one gold medal acheived at the 
Special Olympics.

The ceremonial lighting of the Special 
Olympic Games Cauldron marked the 
opening of the Games
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see Amy’s results at http://www.bath2013.org.uk/

and then we returned to our hotel while Amy and her 
teammates went on to party into the night. 

The following day we packed up and returned to Glasgow 
just in time to meet Amy off the bus at Scotstoun. 

We are so grateful for your help and support in allowing 
Amy to attend this incredible event. It has been an amazing 
experience not just for her but for all of us. 

Thank you very much.

Love from Amy and her Family

x x x x 

Athletes all gathered and seated, ready for the Opening Ceremony programme to commence

Susan Boyle singing at the 
opening ceremony
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Holiday Cub 2013…

Space Academy blasted off on 
Monday 5th August and touched 

down on Sunday 11th August with 
our final Service and barbeque.

What a successful mission it was. Over 
70 children enrolled with over sixty 

attending each day and forty –five had 
perfect attendance.

During the week through stories, song, drama, 
games, aerobics, craft, quizzes and discussion we 

learnt how God worked through Daniel, that He is 
always with us and the power of prayer.

The children thoroughly enjoyed themselves as did the 
team.

The team would like to say a big Thank you for your prayers, 
your practical help, your contributions to snack time and 

crafts and donations. 

Thank you
> to those who catered for us at snack time and the barbeque

> to the security people
> to those who contributed to promotion and publicity

> to the musicians
 Your help and encouragement enabled us to run another successful 

Holiday Club!
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Holiday Cub 2013…



Postcard from Bangladesh…

We’ve been reflecting on this verse during 
the summer, as we were on the wings of the 
dawn a number of times. In April, we were 
asked to consider taking up the role of MCC 
Representative in Bangladesh from October and 
so June found us making our way on the wings of 
the dawn to the USA for leadership orientation. 
We were there for a month and were delighted to 
also have a week on the way in Northern Ireland 
and a week on the way back in England to catch 
up with family. We returned to Dhaka just in time 
for all three children to start at Grace School. 
Phew.... 

This verse struck me again during a reflection in 
a team meeting last week - our colleagues are 
Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu and Christian yet we 
shared our experiences of the characteristics of 
God. I was able to share the importance of this 
verse to me, knowing God is always with us.  
Others shared how God answers those who call 
on him. An amazing opportunity to share at this 
level.

Although formal links have ended it is good to keep up with our former mission partners! 

PRAISE

•	 Rebecca,	Reuben	and	Matthew	have	all	had	a	
great start back at school.  

•	 We	have	a	great	team	in	the	office	and	the	
opportunity to share.

•	 For	some	great	new	initiatives	being	
undertaken by the Church of Bangladesh 
following the building collapse in Savar earlier 
this year. 

PRAY

•	 Please	pray	for	us	as	we	begin	our	role	as	MCC	
Reps at the beginning of October.

•	 Continuing	work	of	MCC	as	they	work	to	
provide appropriate training and  alternative 
employment for women in Mymensingh as part 
of the Probitra project.

•	 We	will	be	recruiting	for	some	crucial	positions	
this month - pray we can select wisely from 
strong candidates.

If I take the wings of the dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even 

there Your hand will lead me, and Your right hand will lay hold of me


