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This year, Christmas musings come from 
Bethlehem via the Manse as I still ponder a 
fascinating trip to the Holy Land. My personal 
spiritual challenge during the pilgrimage was to 
try to find something of the authentic spirit and 
presence of Jesus in and through (and sometimes 
despite) the accumulation of centuries of Christian 
tradition, not to mention tourist tat. It was harder 
in some places than others and perhaps hardest 
of all at the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, 
built on (with some historical credibility) the site of 
Jesus’ birthplace and one of the two most visited 
Christian sites in the world. It’s a huge Gothic 
structure (think Hogwart’s when the house-elves 
haven’t cleaned for several decades), crammed 
with the kind of 
Greek Orthodox 
church decorations 
guaranteed to grind 
the teeth of any 
Scottish Presbyterian. 
It’s also crammed with 
people: about 400 
at the time I visited, 
forming a nearly 
two hour queue to 
get down to the 
underground grotto 
where apparently it 
all happened, with much less fuss, two thousand 
years ago. And it’s run for profit. They don’t 
quite have the gall to charge admission, but 
the prominent ‘offering’ containers manned by 
glaring priests don’t leave much room for doubt.

I declined the irresistible opportunity to seek 
a spiritual experience in these circumstances and 
returned next day before 8am when it was nearly 
empty, though not noticeably improved in other 
respects. Next setback was another glaring priest 
barring my way with the words ‘bad dress, bad 
dress!’  I was wearing a sleeveless T-shirt which 
was apparently offensive to God (I didn’t much 
like the priest’s clothes either, but it seemed 
churlish to mention it). Third time lucky, and plus 
a cardigan, I finally made it to the lower sanctum. 

It was small, stuffy with incense, over-
decorated and lit by many candles which made it 
very hot. The centerpiece was a saucer-sized bit of 
clay earth surrounded by a gold star. People came 
in, knelt and kissed it, and left. I stayed, trying to 
pray but not quite getting there. There seemed 

nothing of Jesus there for me but it was a quite 
surreal experience.

Yet another assertive priest tried to move 
me on: apparently I had outstayed my welcome, 
though no-one else was there at the time. I wasn’t 
ready for moving so I ignored him (he had been 
rattling the offering container for some time and 
I had been ignoring that, too). He decided I was 
deaf or stupid and returned with reinforcements: 
another priest, this one wearing a large poky 
hat and a facial expression that even I couldn’t 
ignore. In the interests of international peace and 
diplomacy, I decided it was time to leave after all. 

In all the aftermath of thoughts and feelings, I 
remembered a poem written by Steve Turner after 

his visit to the same 
church. Where did 
Jesus touch the earth? 
God incarnate in a 
baby’s body, entirely 
surreal, escaping all our 
mad human attempts 
to commemorate 
it.  More importantly, 
where does Jesus 
touch the earth today? 
In my hands, my feet – 
and yours, where we 
allow Him to become 

incarnate in our lives. An even greater miracle, 
with even less fuss, but no less difficult to do.

If you show up at Eaglesham Church at any 
of our Christmas services, you won’t find much 
in the way of fuss. You can wear what you like, 
you don’t have to pay and we won’t kick you out 
if you’re trying to pray. But we’d love to think 
you might find something of the authentic spirit 
of Jesus in the Bible readings, the worship, and 
the imperfect people who try to show His Spirit in 
action in our lives.

Wishing you God’s blessing

Musings… Where Jesus touches the earthContacts…

Announcements…

Funerals

Mrs Anne Brown, Kirkwynd, 19 September

Mr James Brown, Polbae Cresc, 19 September

Mrs Lorna McDougall, Newton Mearns 3 Oct

Mrs Nessie Crawford, Montgomery Sq, 11 Oct

Mrs Hilda McAllan, Bonnyton Dv, 14 Oct

Mrs Isabella Young, Montgomery Court, 19 Oct

Mrs Edith McDermott, Alexander Ave, 1 Nov

Mrs Agnes Weir, Whitehills Nursing Home, 4 Nov

Miss Lynn Scobie, Cheapside St, 4 Nov

Mrs May McQuade, Holehouse Rd, 10 Nov

Mrs Liz Wright, Alexander Ave, 11 Nov

Mrs Marion Beattie, Whitehills Nursing Home, 15 Nov

Baptisms

16th October - Robbie McCoull, son of Robert 
and Susan McCoull, Overenoch Farm

Parish News is published by Eaglesham Parish 
Church, Scottish Charity Number SC006377, © 
EPC2011 

Minister 
Rev Lynn McChlery ba bd 
The Manse, Cheapside Street 
Eaglesham G76 0NS

Session Clerk 
Craig Wishart 
75 Brackenrig Crescent, Waterfoot 
Eaglesham G76 0HF

Treasurer 
Marlyn McInnes 
38 Alexander Avenue 
Eaglesham G76 0DW

Admin Convenor 
Maureen Hunter 
11 Polbae Crescent 
Eaglesham G76 0LL

Finance Convenor
Crawford McLean 
1 Tarff Avenue 
G76 OLN

Gift Aid Convenor 
Bryan McHugh 
48 Hill Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0AL

Freewill Offering Convener 
Ronald McIntyre 
64 Brackenrig Crescent, Waterfoot 
Eaglesham G76 0HF

Church Builders Superintendent 
Beverly Millar 
19 Kittochside Road, 
Carmunock G76 9ES

Fabric Convener 
Jim Alexander 
284 Glasgow Road, Waterfoot 
Eaglesham G76 0EW

Child Protection Co-ordinator 
Shelagh McHugh 
48 Hill Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0AL

Magazine Editor 
Doug Lamont 
22 Bonnyton Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0LU 
tel 01355 302768 
email doug@lamontassociates.co.uk

Youth Ministry Student 
Russell Shields 
c/o Eaglesham Church Office 
Carswell Hall, Montgomery Street 
Eaglesham G76 0AS

Church Officer 
Elizabeth MacLachlan

Hall Lets 
Contact: Church Office

Church Office Secretary 
Anne Carr 
tel/fax 01355 302087 
email office@eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk 
Office open Wednesday & Friday 
9.30am – 11.30am

Read ‘Where Jesus Touches the 
Earth’ on page 9



32

Kirk Session…

In a normal year, if such a thing exists, the Kirk 
Session now meets, approximately, only every 
other month excluding January, July and August. 
This is due to the fact that most of the issues 
which the Kirk Session used to deal with on a 
monthly basis have been remitted to the seven 
Kirk Session teams. The teams are then able 
to address specific matters relating to Pastoral 
Care, Music & Worship, Faith Development, 
Outreach, Fellowship, Administration and Youth 
Strategy, allocating much more pertinent and 
effective time to their advancement. Key issues 
are then reported at a main meeting of the 
Kirk Session for ratification or ‘homologation’: 
a somewhat antiquated word beloved by the 
Church of Scotland meaning the confirmation 
or sanctioning of a decision or action, usually of 
something which has already happened. I have 
never been present at a Kirk Session meeting 
where an action or decision taken by a committee 
or team empowered by the Kirk Session to deal 
with something has not been homologated and 
I would imagine it might make for an interesting 
subsequent discussion and not a few red faces.

There is another group not much mentioned 
in relation to the work of the Kirk Session, for 
it does not report to it, but which, I believe, is 
probably the most faithful and significant little 
group in our congregation. I refer to our Prayer 
Group which meets for 20 minutes or so just 
before the beginning of our 11am Service, every 
Sunday in the year, without fail. This group is 
the inspiration of our Minister and meets in the 
Upper Room of the Carswell at that time to join 
together in a simple act of prayer worship, talking 
directly to God on behalf of all those known to 
them who need prayerful intervention at difficult, 
sad or confusing moments in their lives. Perhaps 
the occasion might also be a joyful one and the 
Prayer Group may share this too. I commend this 
Group to you with heartfelt gratitude. We are 
all welcome to join them each Sunday morning 
when our own prayers might be added to others 
or, we can merely remain silent allowing the 
thoughts and prayers of others to suffice. If you 
would just like a prayer to be said for someone 
you know or to help with a difficult situation in 
your own life or the lives of others, simply fill in 
one of the prayer cards available in the pews in 
the Sanctuary and drop it into the prayer box in 
the vestibule.

Judging by the appearance in early November 
of festive decorations and piped music with a 
festive theme, I’m guessing the big retailers have 
got it right again and Christmas is just round the 
corner, or the one after! Christmas is a significant 
date in the Christian calendar and I am aware of 
all the special services and events being planned 
in our congregation. I look forward to sharing 
those with you and, of course, some of them with 
our very good friends from St. Bridget’s. Work to 
reinstate their beautiful Church to its former glory 
should be getting underway very soon but we are 
delighted that we have been able to share our 
Church buildings with them during this difficult 
time. What a joy it is on Sunday mornings to be 
able to meet for a coffee and a chat with our 
fellow Christians in such a happy and convivial 
atmosphere. Many have expressed hope that 
we might continue to meet regularly in this way 
after St. Bridget’s has been restored and this is 
something we should explore together.

On behalf of my fellow elders I wish everyone in 
our two congregations a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas.

Craig Wishart Session Clerk

You will recall that in the Spring we launched 
our Regular Giving Campaign and I wanted to 
report back to you on what this is achieving. 
To the end of September our Gift Aided 
Giving was up by about £15,000 when 
compared with last year; our non Gift Aided 
WFO offerings are level with last year and our 
plate offerings are down £2,000 on last year. 
Despite the reduction in the rate of tax which 
we can recover from Gift Aided Giving, our 
income from that source is in line with last 
year.

The nature of Church Giving is unpredictable 
but I would speculate that the full year effect 
of the Campaign will be about £25,000 per 
annum.

The increase in Gift Aided giving is very 
welcome and for those who have considered 
their giving and have responded I would like 
to add my thanks to those of others. For those 
who have not yet addressed the issue it is not 
too late. We need your support so please do 
what you can.

Crawford McLean, Finance Convener.

Finance

Fabric…

Winter has set in and we are back to boiler 
problems, this time in the Mid-halls. In April, 
we spent £400 on repairs which we hoped 
would correct the problem. Unfortunately, the  
intermittent problems with the boiler continue.
The signs, however,  are looking  good  for us 
being able to make  progress with improvement 
works to our Mid-halls.

The decor in the Church has been touched up 
over the summer, but alas next year we will have 
to face tackling the high decor which is never 
easy and never cheap. The faulty camera in the 
gallery has been removed and we  hope to make 
further improvements to the visual  system  in the 
sanctuary.The manse kitchen is also receiving our 
attention in the form of a minor make-over.

Before you know it, it will be Christmas tree time 
again and the Fabric Elf will be in his grotto fixing 
fairy lights! 
JKA

Admin Matters...

At the end of September Vicki Steven left us 
(and has since had a lovely baby boy) and Anne 
Carr joined us as our new Church Secretary. 
Anne has settled in well and is coming to grips 
with our sometimes temperamental office 
equipment.

Unfortunately, due to work and study 
commitments, Robin Bennett has stepped down 
as Halls Convener from the end of November. 
We are sorry to lose Robin and in the meantime 
any queries re Hall lets should be directed to 
the Church Office.

Over the last couple of months we have 
welcomed the congregation of St Bridget’s 
to the Carswell Hall for their Sunday Service 
following a fire in their own Church. This has 
provided an excellent opportunity for the 
members of both congregations to share coffee 
and chat after the Services and is being enjoyed 
by all. 

Maureen Hunter, Admin Convener

Since starting our new Session in October we 
have had a varied and interesting selection of 
speakers on a Wednesday evening.  

We have heard about – 

•  Walking Humbly with God’ from Lynn (this is 
our Guild Theme for this year), 

•  ‘Glasgow Characters’ by Bob Jeffrey, 

•  the work of the Lord Lieutenant of 
Lanarkshire, two musical evenings,  

•  a cookery demonstration and 

•  a speaker from one of our projects.  

Our ‘Christmas Cracker’ coffee morning made 
an excellent total of £1,230 and we would like 
to thank everyone who supported us in making 
this such a success.

Fiona Hamilton, Secretary

Playtime Toddlers…Guild…

Our Playtime toddler group meets on Fridays 
during the school term from 1.15 to 2.45pm 
in the Carswell Hall. All babies and pre-school 
children are very welcome to join us with their 
parent or carer.

Ann McCormick  
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Life of a Youth Ministry Student… Buildings Group … Mid Halls Development

Many of you may be aware that a large part 
of my work recently has focused on an EPYC 
weekend away to Lendrick Muir Activity Centre, 
an old converted mansion run by Scripture Union. 
(www.suscotland.org.uk/centres/lendrick-muir).

They get thousands of young people every year 
coming to stay and enjoy their facilities, and this 
year EPYC took the chance to join them. We took 
20 young people away from Friday evening until 
Sunday afternoon for an activity packed weekend 
and everyone came back having enjoyed 
themselves!

It was very important that everybody loved the 
weekend as it is the first time Eaglesham Church 
has been able to organise such an event and it is a 
key way of helping develop positive relationships 
with young people. On the Sunday I asked 
them six questions to get them to evaluate the 
weekend; so instead of telling you what I thought 
of the weekend, here is what some of the young 
people said:

If you could relive one moment from this 
weekend, what would it be? 
- Ultimate Frisbee 
- The EPYC Open 
- MUGA Football (Multi-Use Games Area) 
- Ibble Dibble (ask Stuart!) 
What was your favourite activity? 
- Archery 
- Low Ropes 
- Trail Biking 
- Adventure Playgroup

What activity would you like to have done 
that you never got the chance to do? 
- The 2 most popular results were Low Ropes 
and Trail Biking

If there was one thing that could have made 
this weekend better, what would it be? 
- Beach volleyball 
- Explore the whole building 
- Nothing

If you were to give this weekend a mark out 
of 10, what would it be? 
- The average result was 9/10

If you got the chance to come back again 
next year, would you? 
- 19 people said ‘Yes’ 
- 1 said ‘Definitely’

As you can see, the young people obviously 
enjoyed their time away and I’m already in touch 
with Lendrick Muir to see if we can return next 
year. We hope to get even more young people 
involved as the section of the building we were 
using can take much more than 24 people, so 
if you know anyone who will be in P7-S6 next 
year then we’d love for them to join us. I would 
also like to thank the young people and the EPYC 
leaders for coming this year and helping make 
this one of my best weekends working here!

Russell

Doubtless, most of you will have seen the BBC 
clip, used between programmes, of a group of 
dogs jumping through a series of fiery hoops 
in a circle. At times, that about summed up 
the work of the Buildings Group over the last 
few months! We have been jumping our way 
through the various hoops representing the 
procedures and approvals required to move our 
Buildings project forward, to say nothing of the 
need to secure funding for what we want to 
achieve. Just as we seemed to have got through 
the last hoop, we turned the corner and there 
were some more!

Nonetheless, there has been much progress 
over the last six months or so. Having 
completed the Study on what could be done 
to the Carswell Halls, we began to consider 
moving towards an application for a substantial 
Grant from the Windfarm Fund. However, it 
soon became apparent that there was not 
sufficient time to assemble all the necessary 
detail before the 31st August deadline and 
the Group took the decision to concentrate on 
the Mid Halls and how they should fit into the 
overall strategy for how we utilise our property 
in the future.

As part of the fundraising for the work to 
the Carswell Halls, it was agreed by the 
Kirk Session that the Telephone Exchange 
building and the Front Hall would be sold for 
residential development. With the assistance 
of the General Trustees and the Church’s Legal 
Department, the properties were valued. At 
present, we await copies of the descriptions 
to be included in the Sale Documentation for 
comment prior to both going on the market in 
early 2012.

Conscious that the Boys Brigade would lose the 
use of the Telephone Exchange for storing their 
equipment, we decided to extend the Mid Halls 
back towards the BB Hut, creating additional 
storage space and an internal link between the 
Hut and the Halls. At the front, we decided to 
apply for consents for a house occupying the 
area of the Front Hall including the current 
kitchen. This will increase the sale value of the 
Hall. The Church will not carry out the actual 
conversion work but we will build the new 
separating wall between the house and what 

remains of the entrance to the Mid Halls. There 
will be a new pantry and a disabled persons’ 
toilet in the rear extension.

The Main Hall will remain as our principle 
sports facility, the existing toilets enhanced, the 
storage capacity increased and have two smaller 
meeting spaces, all complying with the latest 
disabled access requirements. 

The General Trustees also awarded us a grant of 
£15,000 towards the cost of the work. We also 
submitted an application to the Windfarm Fund 
and were awarded a further £40,000. These 
grants, combined with funds we have in hand 
for upgrading the Mid Halls to meet disabled 
access requirements will allow us to proceed 
with the work in the New Year once we receive 
final approval from Presbytery and without 
having to rely on income from property sales. 

We have applied for Local Authority Approvals, 
put the Mid Halls Project out to tender and 
have received a satisfactory offer subject to final 
checking which is currently being carried out. 
We anticipate Local Authority consents being in 
place by the end of this year.

Next year, we shall be turning our attention 
back to the Carswell Halls, our first task 
being to decide, after due discussion and 
consultation, on a final scheme for the 
development. We have been encouraged to 
return to the Windfarm Fund for further Grant 
monies and we hope the proceeds from the sale 
of the two properties will be available sometime 
during next year. Above that, we shall be 
seeking your support and we trust you will 
all share the vision of creating a 21st Century 
Halls facility so that Eaglesham Church can 
better serve its own members and organisations 
along with the surrounding community for the 
foreseeable future.

Watch this space. Meantime, I’m off to watch 
the swimmming hippos; they’re more relaxing 
than the dogs!

Stuart McGill

Plans and elevations overleaf
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Mid Halls Development — FrontMid Halls Development — Rear

The Mid Halls building will be extended back towards the BB Hut, creating 
additional storage space and an internal link between the Hut and the Halls.  
A meeting room, pantry and disabled toilet have also been incorporated into 
the design.

The Front (or Lesser) Hall including the current kitchen will be sold for 
development as a private residence. The Church will not carry out the actual 
conversion work but will build the new separating wall between the house and 
the Mid Halls Lobby. The Toilets will be refurbished
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Junior Section…

Company Section…

As we approach the festive period I am 
pleased to write that our Thursday night 
meetings are running smoothly and enjoyed 
by all the boys and staff. Attendance has been 
particularly good so far and we are making 
significant progress into our achievement 
work for this session.

We have 5 squads this year each led by two 
of our Primary 6 boys - inspection, games & 
behaviour points are being recorded each 
week as the squads compete for the shield at 
next year’s annual display.

Entries have been put in for the football 
5-aside, swimming, superstars and Kelvin Hall 
district events all of which will take place at 
the turn of the year. We have also recently 
enjoyed our Halloween party, out inter squad 
quiz night, and had an excellent turn out for 
the annual dedication parade.

Our own football league campaign has 
kicked off on a Saturday morning and we 
have competed in some entertaining early 

The Company section is now almost half 
way through the session with the Christmas 
Quiz and Fish Supper night in two weeks 
time. Given that the programme is now 
fully underway and boys of all the ages are 
enjoying camping and safety classes as well as 
band, vaulting (though senior vaulting coach, 
Fraser Stewart, is currently on secondment to 
the Anchor Boys) and drill. 

I am happy to report that all boys are on 
target as we work through the badge work. 
The Saturday club has also taken off giving 
the boys something extra to do at the 
weekend. Many thanks to the parents who 
are helping out with that. Last month saw the 
annual BB Christmas Fayre (if you can tolerate 
the idea that Christmas is in November). Well 
done to all the boys for their ticket sales and 
a big thanks to all who attended for their 
support on the day. We are still totalling up 
the takings but we are confident about the 
results!

Greg Cunningham, Officer in Charge 

season matches. As the winter weather sets 
in we hope that the fixtures are not too badly 
affected by unplayable pitches!

With a company pantomime trip and our 
Christmas Party still to come in 2011 we can 
safely say that busy times lie ahead over the 
coming weeks.

If you have a boy in Primary 4, 5 or 6 that is 
interested in joining the Junior Section please 
do not hesitate to contact us on the numbers 
below.

Thanks to you all for your continued support. 
The Junior Section staff would like to wish 
everyone a Happy Christmas and all the best 
for the New Year!

Gary Rushworth / Mark Robertson

(Mobile: 07865144813 / 07885727971)

3rd Brownies…
We have been really busy over the last few 
weeks with a variety of activities.  We have 31 
very enthusiastic girls and four leaders.  

We started this session with a games night 
and then a Jelly baby theme night.  They had 
to do a quiz about jelly babies, design a jelly 
baby, play a game about jelly babies, make a 
tower out of them and finally – eat them!

We visited the Explore Learning Centre 
at Sainsbury’s in Darnley where the girls 
completed their Number Fun Badge.  

The Brownies decorated pizza and made 
sausage rolls which they all enjoyed eating!  
At Halloween we made a big poster which 
we took to the school to decorate the hall 
for their disco and also they decorated a 
Halloween tea light holder.  We had our 
Halloween party which all the girls enjoyed.

The girls are currently working on their 
Promise Books or on the World Travellers 
Badge.  Over the next few weeks we are 
making Christmas decorations, visiting the 
pantomime and having our Christmas party 
with a special visitor putting in an appearance.

The 3rd Eaglesham Brownies wishes everyone 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.

Elaine Wallace  (Brownie Guide Guider)

01355 303169

Toddler Group…

Holiday Club Thanks…

Eaglesham Toddler Group are happy to be settled 
into their new home in Mid Hall, Montgomery 
Street. Sessions run 10am - 11.30am on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. All 
welcome! 

Ann McCormick  

The success of ‘Mission Rescue’ was due, not only 
to the dedicated team of twenty-five people who 
worked each day with the children in the hall, but 
also to the people who gave of their time and 
talents in other ways. The team numbered almost 
forty people.

Thank you to all who donated edible provisions, 
we were very grateful to the ladies who came 
each day and worked in the kitchen. Thanks for 
the donation of the fliers and craft materials.

Each day there were people in the vestibule, their 
job was to register the children and make sure 
everyone was safe. Thank you.

Thanks to the gentlemen who set up, cooked and 
cleared up after the barbecue.

Liz was in first thing on Monday washing floors 
and disposing of the rubbish –  thank you, Liz.

The support of so many people in the 
congregation ensured the Holiday Club ran 
smoothly.

Thank you all very much.

Pat Wishart

Where Jesus Touches the Earth

I went to see where Jesus
Once touched the earth
But the Church
Had got there before me
And obscured His footprints
With arches, buttresses, 
Gold and incense.

I went to see where Jesus
Once touched the earth.
I couldn’t see for
Concrete and collection boxes, 
Postcards and guide books.

So I looked further down.
I looked to the ground.
But the ground was 30 feet
higher than back in AD3.
This is not where Jesus walked.

I looked down, down to my chest,
My arms, my legs, my feet.
I looked down to where Jesus
Touches the earth.

Steve Turner
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Advent Meal 2012…

Start your Christmas with a good feed!

Eaglesham’s fifth Advent Meal will be held in 
the Lesser Hall on Monday 12th December. 
As before, there will be a fellowship meal 
accompanied by lively discussion on a 
seasonal topic. This year, we are delighted to 
welcome the Rev John Collard as our guest 
speaker. John is no stranger to Eaglesham and 
is well known to most of the congregation, 
having preached on several Sundays when 
Lynn has been away.

There will be plenty to chew over – literally 
and spiritually – and all are welcome, whether 
you’ve been to our previous meals or not. 
Please let us know you are coming be adding 
your name to the list that will be available in 
the Church vestibule (not compulsory but it 
helps the catering team to know approximate 
numbers!) and come along at 7.00pm for 
7.30.

A Christmas bookstall will be available both 
at the Meal and also in the Carswell Hall after 
the morning Service on Sunday 11 December.

Stuart McGill

The Autumn session of 2011 has been very 
successful at Church Builders. Ann McCormick 
has gone off to pastures new and we all wish 
her well. I personally would like to say thanks 
for the time and dedication she gave to 
Church Builder’s. I would also like to welcome 
Greta McPhail and Russell Sheilds to our team. 

Church Builders has gone well for the first 
few months with a variety of Bible stories, and 
related games, activities and crafts. 

Nativity preparations are underway with all 
involved without too much persuasion. 

This year our Christmas Party is a bit different 
as we have a company ‘Future Stars’ who 
are going to entertain the children with a 
Christmas theme. Party food will be provided 
and the customary visit from Santa will still be 
taking place. The party takes place on Sunday 
10th December from 3-6pm in the Carswell 
Hall.

I would like to wish you all a wonderful 
Christmas and a peaceful and health 2012.

Beverley Millar

Ed: Well George you have decided to hang up your 
Elder’s hat, how long have you been an Elder?
GP: Since 1969 – that will make it 42 years. 

Ed: But your association with church goes back much 
longer.
GP: Yes, Lifeboys,BB and YF. I also met Cath, my future 
wife, when we were both Sunday School teachers at 
Woodside North Church in my native Aberdeen. 

Ed: Was it in Aberdeen where you started your 
banking career?
GP: I joined the North of 
Scotland Bank in 1937 but was 
called up to an RAF Radar Unit 
in 1941. This took me to India, 
Burma, Malaya and eventually 
Singapore. I resumed banking in 
Aberdeen in August 1946.

Ed: I remember Kathleen telling 
me that she was at Bletchley Park 
during the war, working with 
the Enigma decoding teams but 
was very shy and modest about 
what she actually did.
GP: Yes, she was still bound 
by the Official Secrets Act but 
of course the publishing of the 
books about Bletchley Park 
has made most of it public 
knowledge.

Ed: Your move towards 
Eaglesham was in stages.
GP: The Bank transferred me to Dunfermline in 
1947 where I stayed for two years before coming 
to Glasgow to work in the Foreign Branch of the 
Clydesdale Bank. Cath and I married in 1950 and set 
up home in Orchard Park and I became Treasurer of 
Park Church. Kate was born in 1952. In 1963 We 
moved to Mearns before I became Eaglesham Branch 
Manager in 1965. We moved into the flat above 
the bank and transferred our church membership to 
Eaglesham Old and Carswell.

Ed: Where your skills were soon put to use.
GP: I was on the Congregational Board and in 1969 
Cath and I were in Arran when I read of Jimmy 
Scoular’s death notice in the Herald. On Monday 
morning when I got back to work Willie Carswell 
invited me to take up the treasurer’s post.

Ed: Was the role different in those days?
GP: Well, as well as the treasurer’s general tasks I was 

Church Builders

Life brings times of worry and anxiety, and 
sometimes it’s only when things get extreme 
that we resort to prayer. But occasionally 
our own resources run out, and God knows 
that. That’s why we’ve been given the gift of 
praying for others.

The prayer group meets each Sunday morning 
to remember all sorts of situations, from 
school exams to someone with a terminal 
illness. Prayer groups can conjure notions 
of musty hymnbooks and tense, awkward 
silences. In fact, it is a hugely privileged 
experience to pray for people at the darkest 
times of their lives, and also to see God’s 
amazing answers for those people and their 
families.

Recently I had experience of this. It was a time 
of great concern about a family member, and 

Prayer Group… Any Requests?

I started to notice that each time I was feeling 
extra stressed, a familiar car would appear – 
one the same as my friend’s distinctive car. 
I would see it on the way to the hospital. It 
would pass me driving to a challenging day 
at work. Or on a wild, windy day on the 
motorway. It was as if God was reminding me 
that people were praying for me, and that he 
was listening.

Recently we placed prayer request cards in the 
church pews. They can be used by anyone, for 
any person or situation needing prayer.

Please use the cards. It is an opportunity for 
God to bless both those who are prayed for, 
and those who pray.

Gillian Norval

George Philip… a conversation with the editor

also responsible for the Deeds of Covenant. At that 
time members had to commit to seven years. People 
were wary about that length of financial commitment 
and there was a lot of paperwork involved. We 
appealed through the church magazine but it was 
really only by calling on the members that we managed 
to persuade them to take up a Deed of Covenant – it 
was a lot of hard work and time consuming. In 1972 
David McGill took on the Treasurers role leaving me 

to concentrate on the ‘Deeds’ 
which I did until 1991.

Ed: Was it easier to fund the 
church then?
GP: No I don’t think so, in 1970 
we had 1300 members on the 
roll but look at this (George 
shows me the Church Balance 
Sheet from 1970) – income 
£8,657. People gave less per 
head then. Crawford’s recent 
campaign has made people 
think about their givings and I 
have been greatly heartened by 
the response. It is good to see a 
church that is moving forward 
despite the austere financial 
climate.

Ed: Where was your District?
GP: At the top of Polnoon 
Street. It was a very full district 
but latterly it had diminished 

to three households. People died or moved away 
and who ever came into the house had no church 
connection.

Ed: Your loyalty to your church is only matched by 
your loyalty to Aberdeen FC.
GP: (laughs) It is always the first result I look for! You 
know, I can still remember the pre-war team!

Ed: You lost Kath four years ago, and Kate is in 
Edinburgh, how do you fill your time.
GP: Well, I garden  more by necessity than enthusiasm,  
I am an avid reader of newspapers and love my sport. 
Kate comes through to keep an eye on me.

Ed: What family does Kate have?
GP: She married Craig Fulton and has two grown-up 
sons Philip and Nicholas.

Ed: George – have a restfull retirement and, on behalf 
of the Minister and congregation, thank you for all of 
your conscientious work over the past 42 years.
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Baptismal Baby…

Christmas Services…

16th October - Robbie McCoull, son of Robert and Susan McCoull, Overenoch Farm

Marlyn McInnes has been our Congregational 
Treasurer for a remarkable 27 years.

She assumed responsibility for our accounts, 
a key rôle which ensures the smooth 
running of a congregation locally and 
within the wider structure of Presbytery and 
the Central Church, from her predecessor 
David MacGill whose gimlet eye had 
similarly been professionally focused upon 
our financial resources for a considerable 
time beforehand. The work concerned in 
overseeing Church accounts is relentless. 
It involves the day to day management of 
banking contributions from the congregation 
and other sources, the prompt payment of 
invoices and bills, the accurate and prompt 
payment of monthly salaries, overseeing and 
ensuring that presbytery dues and Mission 
and Aid payments are regularly remitted 
in full and on time; in total this already 
represents a significant contribution of 
effort and time. There is, then, the recording 
of all cash movements thus ensuring that 
our accounts are properly maintained and 
balanced. Monthly statements must be 
prepared reflecting our income, expenditure 
and performance against budget and then 
presented, and justified, to the Administration 
Team and, subsequently, to the Kirk Session 
for ratification.

Marlyn’s service to our Church has been 
remarkable, not only in terms of the length 
of her tenure as Treasurer, but also for the 
faultless way in which she has managed 

Marlyn McInnes

A warm welcome awaits at all  
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

SUNDAY 4th DECEMBER 

2.15pm in the church: Advent Musical Recital.  
2pm in the Mid Halls: Children’s advent craft 
workshop.

SUNDAY 11th DECEMBER

11am in the church: Service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols - a traditional service led by the 
Choir.  An extended creche will be provided 
for children.

3pm in the church: A Time to Remember 
- a short service suitable for those who are 
remembering the loss of a loved one this 
Christmas.

SUNDAY 18th DECEMBER

11am in the church: Children’s nativity service 
— Children are invited to bring a wrapped 
gift which will be sent to needy children in 
Glasgow.

CHRISTMAS EVE

11.30pm in church: Watchnight Service — 
carols and candles to contemplate the heart 
of Christmas.  (Carol singing from 11.15pm)

CHRISTMAS DAY

10.30 - 11.15am in church: Family Christmas 
celebration - 
children, please bring your favourite toy or 
gift.

our accounts to the complete satisfaction 
of a series of Congregational Auditors. Year 
upon year, the minutes of our Stated Annual 
Meetings record the praise she has attracted 
for the clarity of her presentation of figures 
and the scrupulous accuracy of her accounts. 
Annual accounts must now be presented to 
satisfy OSCR  (Office of the Scottish Charity 
Regulator) and those are submitted in an 
accrued format. In order to provide our 
congregation with a more comprehensible set 
of accounts Marlyn also prepares a second 
set for presentation at the Stated Annual 
Meeting. Perhaps, when this list of functions 
performed by our Church Treasurer is laid out 
(forgive me Marlyn if I’ve omitted some) we 
should begin to realise just how much work is 
being done quietly, efficiently and willingly on 
our behalf.

Marlyn epitomises the rôles performed 
by many in our congregation by working 
diligently and effectively alone and 
unstintingly for our benefit.  She may 
have decided to retire as Treasurer but her 
profound interest in her Church continues 
unabated. No one has worked harder or more 
willingly on our behalf and she has  displayed 
a generosity with her time and formidable 
talent which is an example to us all. I have 
often heard Marlyn say, “I would do anything 
for my Church”. She has proved this many 
times over to our considerable benefit and 
profound gratitude.

Craig Wishart – Session Clerk

Don’t forget! …

Midweek Service every Wednesday 11-11.30am 
in the Carswell Halls,  
from January to June.
plus
Early Service 9.30am in the  
church every last Sunday  
of the month from  
January to June 



My confession - I am a Jew, and every 

single one of my ancestors was Jewish. 

And it does not bother me even a little 

bit when people call those beautiful lit 

up, bejeweled trees, Christmas trees. 

I don’t feel threatened. I don’t feel 

discriminated against. That’s what they 

are, Christmas trees.

 
It doesn’t bother me a bit when people 

say, ‘Merry Christmas’ to me. I don’t 

think they are slighting me or getting 

ready to put me in a ghetto. In fact, I 

kind of like it. It shows that we are all 

brothers and sisters celebrating this 

happy time of year. It doesn’t bother 

me at all that there is a manger scene 

on display at a key intersection near my 

beach house in Malibu. If people want a 

creche, it’s just as fine with me, as is the 

Menorah a few hundred yards away.

 

I don’t like getting pushed around for 

being a Jew, and I don’t think Christians 

like getting pushed around for being 

Christians. I think people who believe in 

God are sick and tired of getting pushed 

around, period. I have no idea where 

the concept came from, that America is 

an explicitly atheist country. I can’t find 

it in the Constitution and I don’t like it 

being shoved down my throat. Or maybe 

I can put it another way: where did the 

idea come from that we should worship 

celebrities and we aren’t allowed to 

worship God? I guess that’s a sign that 

I’m getting old, too. But there are a lot 

of us who are wondering where these 

celebrities came from and where the 

America we knew went to.

Apparently the White House referred to Christmas Trees as Holiday Trees for 

the first time this year which prompted CBS presenter, Ben Stein, to present 

this piece which I would like to share with you. I think it applies just as 

much to this country as it does to America ...

Ben Stein


