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If you were asked “What are your greatest 

gifts”, how would you respond?

As I write I’m just back from taking assembly 

at Mearns Castle High, a 40-minute service 

for 200 4th year pupils, virtually none of 

whom have much connection with church.  

I’ve been acting Chaplain to the school 

since 2009 and these assemblies are always 

a challenge, but one I (usually) enjoy! The 

pupils are making curriculum choices which 

will shape their future careers, and are being 

asked: What are your gifts?  What are you 

really good at?

The first answers that come to mind are 

predictable: gifts like sport, academic subjects 

or music.  Fair enough, but what is a gift?  It’s 

something you get that you didn’t earn, a 

token of someone else’s generosity and love.  

Something that we simply have to open our 

hands to receive.

When we think that way, a host of other 

things come to mind.  Running water.  Fresh 

air.  A hospital.  A toilet.  A sunset.  A whole 

human body.  All are things that we inhabit 

and enjoy, usually without thinking about 

it.  Sometimes we even assume they’re our 

rights, but why should we?  We didn’t ask to 

be born in this country, with free access to 

basics like clean water and sanitation.  We 

didn’t do anything to deserve free education 

or healthcare.  Sure, our parents worked for 

our provision, as we do for our children, but 

who gives the ability to work?  The presence 

of two handicapped pupils in assembly this 

morning was a poignant reminder that being 

able to work isn’t a right.  And the sights and 

sounds and smells of a walk on the Orry, or 

your own garden, are something we don’t pay 

for (please don’t give East Ren any new ideas 

for taxes!).  Our very lives and the planet we 

inhabit are a gift from God.  

We’ve open-handedly received all that we 

have from our parents, our society and 

ultimately from a generous God. It’s only 

when we realise this that we’re able to 

open our hands to give to others.  If we’re 

blinded by the illusion that it’s ours by right, 

we’ll close our fists and never be able to 

live generously. And living generously surely 

means far more than giving away what we 

can easily afford to do without.  It means 

a change of attitude, radically summed up 

by John Wesley who once said that every 

Christian should have a label over everything 

he has: “Given by God, owned by God; to be 

used for the glory of God.”  I’m still trying to 

live up to that standard!

Everything we have is God’s gift to us; what 

we do with it is our gift to God.  Maybe 

our greatest gift would be the ability to be 

generous givers.

Wishing you God’s blessing

Musings from the Manse… Living GenerouslyContacts…

Announcements…

Funerals

Mrs Nan Nicholson, Montgomery Court,  
26 November

Mrs Janet Brown, Waterfoot,  
30th December

Mrs Rebecca Rodney, Glasgow Road,  
12 January

Mrs Elizabeth Strang, Wellmeadow House,  
28 January

Mrs Nan Kirkland, Hill Drive Eaglesham, 
3 February
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Kirk Session…

At its first meeting of the New Year the Kirk 
Session learned with considerable pleasure 
that our Minister has been approached by the 
national Church to undertake induction training 
prior to becoming an assessor of candidates for 
the Ministry.

Lynn’s successful ministry in Eaglesham has been 
recognized for the quality of her leadership, 
her high standard of preaching and, not least, 
the valuable and rounded experience she has 
acquired both here and in her varied career 
to date. She will bring those considerable 
attributes to this influential role within the 
national Church next year. Lynn’s desire both 
to widen her experience and to stretch herself 
academically are germane to the evolving place 
of the Church in society now and in the future. 
Her energetic commitment to everything she 
undertakes delivers both personal  achievement 
and collateral rewards for all of us in this 
congregation. We are uniquely blessed in having 
a Minister who is unafraid of personal challenge, 
whose intellect and outstanding individual and 
professional qualities are acknowledged by her 
peers and whose faith seems to grow stronger 
week by week; an example to us all.

Elsewhere in this magazine and accompanying 
it in the personal letter to each member, we 
learn of the need in our congregation to 
increase the level of our financial contributions 
with an urgency which I have not before 
experienced. Through good judgement and 
careful management, Ian Gray has successfully 
controlled our congregational expenditure 
allowing our obligations to our Church, local 
and national, to be fully honoured, our bills 
to be paid promptly and structural repairs and 
improvements to our buildings to be carried out. 
However, our collective financial contributions 
have remained flat for the past two years and 
our reserves, diminishing faster than we can 
replenish them, are now at a worryingly low 
level. At our February Kirk Session meeting, 
our new Finance Convener Crawford McLean, 
spelled out in clear and unequivocal terms the 
urgent need for action. Crawford’s analysis 
of our current financial standing and his 
prognosis for the future financial viability of our 
congregation, given the age and number of our 
buildings and the constant drain they represent 

in their current design, make uncomfortable 
reading. In the tradition of appointing Finance 
Conveners of insight and ability, we are 
fortunate to have secured the services of 
Crawford McLean and we need to heed his 
advice, support his initiative and, each one of us, 
review how we contribute to our Church.

Crawford will eloquently explain our 
congregation’s straitened financial position, and 
his strategy for its recovery, at the Stated Annual 
Meeting after the Service on Sunday 20th 
March. I would ask you to make every effort 
to attend this short and extremely important 
meeting.

How can you effectively review your givings to 
the Church?

Tax payers can sign a Gift Aid form. This is a 
sublimely simple and painless act and one which 
will immediately benefit the income of the 
congregation. Your signature is all that’s required 
and the Taxman returns the tax content of your 
contribution to the congregation. I signed a Gift 
Aid form several years ago.

If you currently use freewill offering envelopes 
to contribute, change to a standing order. I 
use this method to contribute. It ensures that 
my contributions are always made when I am 
on holiday or unable to attend Church for any 
reason.

If you use the Open Plate each week, think 
about changing to freewill offering envelopes or, 
better still, a standing order.

Review how much you contribute. If you are 
already giving as much as you can afford, I 
would like to thank you most sincerely on 
behalf of the congregation for your faithfulness 
and commitment. If you are able to give more, 
please be as generous as you can. I will be 
reviewing the level of my contributions. 

The Kirk Session has aspirations and plans to 
develop further our wonderful congregation’s 
work and Christian witness in support of 
our able and inspiring Minister. The level of 
our financial contributions will make all the 
difference to how much we can achieve..

Craig Wishart   
Session Clerk

The Christmas trees were all up and 
decorated and we’d all gone home to 
celebrate Christmas when it happened! The 
Big Freeze!

Despite heating being on in the Carswell Hall, 
everything froze, resulting in burst pipes. 
Have you ever tried to get a plumber in these 
circumstances? Despite my connections, 
they were like hens’ teeth!  The decision was 
made not to leave the building in melt down, 
but to get our DIY team out and into action. 
We spent two cold, wet and miserable nights 
fixing ten burst pipes so – a ‘Big Thank You’ 
to Ian and Ken for helping restore normal 
service. The damage has been severe to our 
stock and plant, and upgrade of insulation is 
under way.

We also fixed two burst pipes in the vestry 
before we ran into even more serious trouble. 
We had an underground burst at the Church 
and at the time of writing, the disabled toilet 
is still out of order.

That’s life in the Fabric ...but we move on. 
The snowdrops are up and Easter is just 
around the corner.

Jim Alexander

Fabric…

Playtime…

Our Playtime toddlers group meets on Fridays 
during term time 1-2.45pm in the Carswell Hall. 
Come and join us if you have a baby or pre-
school children.

There is a creche for babies and young children 
each week in the Carswell Hall during the 
Sunday morning service.

Ann McCormick  

Orchestra...

You may have noticed that the average age of 
the orchestra members has risen somewhat 
in the last few months! This is mainly due 
to the fact that for the first time since we 
started over 15 years ago we have no younger 
members. One of the main reasons that we 
started it up was to encourage the young  
instrumentalists to be involved in the music 
and worship of our church. 

So if you know of any one who plays any 
instrument who would like to join us, of any 
age,  please either speak to me  or come and 
join us  - generally we are playing hymns on 
the last Sunday of the month and we meet 
at 10.30 to have a short practice beforehand. 
We can provide parts to suit all abilities!

Brenda Bain

If each member of the 
congregation gave an extra £2 
per week - that’s less than the 
cost of this coffee - we would 
raise Church income by over 
£50,000 per year! 
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Admin Matters!

Our ‘new starts’ are all in place – Crawford 
McLean as Finance Convener, Robin Bennett as 
Halls Convener and myself as Admin Convener.  
In addition, we welcome Cindy Martin who is 
taking on the role of Organisations’ Auditor 
from Lindsay Wilson. Thank you, Lindsay for all 
your work over the years.

This is a busy time in the financial year of the 
Church and in this issue of Parish News you 
will find the Accounts for 2010 and the budget 
for 2011. The budgeted income for 2011 is 
especially interesting and will become clear when 
you read the enclosed letter and leaflet which 
are asking you to consider your givings to the 
Church. This request has been enthusiastically 
endorsed by the Kirk Session. Your Elder or any 
of the people named in the letter will be happy 

By the time you read this, we shall have had our 
annual clean-up of the Orry.  Now for another 
challenge: to rid our corner of the land of a 
further attractive, but very invasive alien which 
smothers native plants, namely Himalayan 
Balsam, which is growing by the ford on the river 
Cart.  As it is an annual, provided it is tackled 
before it seeds in about August/September, it 
might be a relatively simple task. Further notices 
will be made in due course.

Marlies MacLean

Open Space invaders…

A membership of 79 meet every Wednesday 
evening in the Carswell Hall from the beginning 
of October until the end of March. Our meetings 
at the moment are led by four very dedicated 
Guild Committee Members.

Members enjoy all kind of topics from 
visiting speakers. We regularly have musical 
entertainment and each year we support three 
or four charities of our choice. Our meetings 
always end with a cup of tea and chat.

In November we hold our Christmas Fayre with a 
variety of stalls along with tea and home baking 
in abundance. A Charity Coffee Morning is 
held in Spring to support our chosen charities. 
In recent years we have started one additional 
meeting (usually in May) to let our members 
have a get together.  This is held on an afternoon 
and we invite a guest speaker to address us. An 
invitation is also sent to other local Guilds.

Recently we held a Burns Supper when Alistair 
McBride came along to give the address to 
the Haggis and Toast the Lassies  (with our 
other national drink of course!). To complete 
this very successful evening one of our regular 
entertainers led us in a selection of Scottish 

Guild…

to answer any queries you may have – please do 
get in touch if we can help.

The Cross Keys has gone – but the need to 
update/expand our hall capacity has not.  
Accordingly, the Kirk Session has agreed to set 
up a small group of people to investigate the 
options for the use of all our buildings. This 
group will report to the Admin Committee and 
Session initially and will be working to a very 
tight timescale but we would welcome input 
from any reader of Parish News. What should we 
be doing with our buildings? What more should 
we doing in the community which would involve 
our buildings? Any ideas or comments – please 
contact me.

Maureen Hunter, Admin Convener

Songs. The Committee prepared a traditional Burns 
Supper for 53 members.  

If there is any lady who would like to find out a 
bit more about us, please do come along to any 
meeting when you will be given a warm welcome. 
So you will realise that we are an active group of 
ladies and have a really good time.

Fiona Hamilton, Secretary

PS.  There is not a twin-set in sight…….perhaps 
just the odd string of pearls! 

Set your clocks 
for summer!

New time for summer 
services
During July & August 
all Sunday Services will 
be at  

10am
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A speaker suggested that in John 21:4-17 
Jesus knew that Peter had denied him. He 
knew his bad points, his guilty secrets. How 
did Jesus react? He cooked Peter breakfast 
and asked him if he loved him; because our 
God is a God who connects with us.

The speaker was at an event called Deep 
Impact, which I had the privilege to once 
again attend. It is a Youth Work conference 
held towards the end of January in Aviemore. 
It lasts a full weekend with various speakers 
and seminars provided, which you have the 
choice whether or not to attend any of them. 
Most importantly it provides people who 
work with young people the opportunity to 
develop their knowledge, skills, networks and 
the quality of the services they provide. It is 
an incredibly fun weekend, with incredibly 
skilled and experienced speakers and provides 
an incredible opportunity for youth workers, 
and youth work volunteers, to recharge and 
return empowered and enthusiastic about 
what they do.

If you are getting the impression that I 
enjoyed myself then I’m obviously not being 
enthusiastic enough. It has definitely been 
one of the highlights of my year for the past 
five years, at least, and it is a resource that 
I’m sad to say not enough youth workers use. 

Why am I talking so much about a weekend 
away I got to joy? 

It is a weekend that has, AT LEAST, refuelled 
me and renewed my enthusiasm to see 
young people engaging with God, that’s 
why. The speaker said that God is a God 
that connects with us, but he continued to 
suggest that because God connects with us 
we should never underestimate the power of 
God working through young people. Young 
people don’t just need support, they need to 
be empowered.

As scary as that can be for them, it’s 
important. EPYC runs on the support I get 
from the volunteers, and I’m hoping that 
some young leaders will accept my invitation 
to join the EPYC leadership within the next 
few months. The older, young people that 
attend the house group I host constantly 
challenge me and each other about what 
the bible means and how we should be 
applying that. These people are the leaders of 
tomorrow, but they’re also part of the church 
today.

I have been very encouraged by the way each 
group has been running so far. The schools 
work is expanding with another block of 
the JAFFA lunch club taking place between 
February and March in the primary school. We 
have been able to work closely with Maxwell 
Mearns Castle Parish Church to keep the 
work in the high school running, ready for 
when their new minister arrives. Possibly the 
most encouraging is that the EPYC team have 
been trying to organise an overnight trip to 
an activity centre that many young people 
have responded to with great enthusiasm. 
This should be taking place on the 26th of 
March and we hope that it might build into a 
weekend away after the summer holidays.

Please pray for this event, it’s the first time 
we’ve tried taking EPYC away overnight and 
we want it to be an excellent weekend for 
the young people. Please pray for the young 
people approaching exams over the next few 
months, it is an important time for them and 
I know everyone I’m in contact with wants 
to do well. Please also pray for the young 
leaders, they are the ones that sustain groups 
and keep them fresh and I cannot wait to see 
what new ideas they might bring to EPYC.

Russell

Life of a Youth Ministry Student 3rd Brownies…

Since Christmas we have had a games night, 
a Burns dinner where the girls recited their 
Scottish poems and a mini Olympics.  We 
made sequin hearts for Valentines’ day and 
we will be celebrating Thinking Day with a 
service in the Church.

Four of our oldest girls went up to Guides 
– Ellis Paterson, Freya Lindsey, Gemma 
McMorran and Mia Ballantyne.  We also 
gained four new girls from the Rainbows, so 
our numbers remain the same.

If I can put my District Commissioner hat 
on I would like to congratulate some of our 
leaders.  Eilidh Grey on gaining her Ten Year 
Service Badge and Susan Law and Pamela 
Nicol who gained their Five Year Service 
Badge.  Well done Girls!

Elaine Wallace 
Brownie Guide Guider

1st Eaglesham Guides

Since we started back in January we are now 
up to 45 guides which is great.

We had a board game night on our first night, 
followed by a Scottish Night with a Scottish 
Quiz our Senior Section girls made up. The 
guides have worked hard and achieved 
various badges on 31 January from Animal 
Active, Active Response, Cook (lots of them), 
Craft, Agility, Performing Arts to name but a 
few, well done girls and a special thanks to 
Ivor Lough and Sheila Lamont who helped 
test badges.  Our fund raising for Sweden is 
going very well, £434.25 was raised at our 
Christmas Shopping Event, and so far our 
Rag Bag has raised £94.00 which is brilliant.  
Thank you to all who attended the shopping 
event and also a big thanks to all for donating 
your unwanted clothing.  The Rag Bag is an 
ongoing event, so keep on clearing out.  

Louise Lightbody

2nd Brownies…

This new session we have lots of activities 
planned included Valentine Crafts, Mothers 
Day Crafts and Easter Crafts.  The girls will 
all be working towards their First Aid badge 
within the next few weeks and attempting to 
use bandages properly on each other!!

We have lost 4 of our older girls and wish 
Amy, Caitlin, Jessica and Taylor good luck in 
the Guides, however we have also gained 
Olivia and Charlotte from Rainbows and they 
will be busy practising their Promise.

Also in May we have our annual camp 
planned and our Primary 5’s all get to 
experience a couple of nights away from 
home in the luxury of a Brownie House. They 
all thoroughly enjoy this and all come back 
exhausted as well as the leaders!!

Susan Law  Brown Owl

Dates for your diary...
Week beginning 8 August 2011
Games, Quizzes, Bible Stories, 
Drama, Messy Challenges and lots 
more for all children in Primary 
School this session
Hope to see you there
For more detail details or with 
offers of help, please contact  
Pat Wishart (0141 644 1090)

Holiday  
Club2011



98

Junior Section…

205 Company Section…

We are well into the New Year and I am 
pleased to report that our Thursday nights are 
running well with full attendance most weeks.

The Achievement Scheme is coming along 
well and we have already awarded the first of 
our badges, this should be completed by the 
end of our session.

Our football campaign has at last restarted 
after the New Year, the boys are doing 
extremely well and we are currently sitting 
mid table.

We took the boys ten pin bowling and all had 
a very enjoyable evening. We had prizes for 
the highest score and first strike. The results 
were:

Highest Score - Iain Mair 
Highest Score (Primary 4) - Niall Hilditch 
First Strike - Jake Goodhall

As the company went back 
for the new session it saw 
a change in leadership. 
Unfortunately, due to 
work commitments James 
McHugh is unable to 
continue the excellent job 
he started at the beginning 

of term and I have taken over as the new 
Officer-in-Charge and I’m pleased to say 
things are running smoothly. 

The Christmas Fayre was well attended and 
this is a vital part of company funding. We 
are fortunate in the company section to have 
Alan Grant who, as well as being a long 
serving BB officer, is also a Chief Engineer in 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary (the supply branch of 
the Royal Navy). As is custom, one of the best 
trips that the younger boys go on is to visit 
one of the vessels for an operational tour and 
an insight into the work of the RFA. This trip 
was no exception and all the boys thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. 

At the time of writing we are scheduled to 
attend the annual five-a-side tournament 
at Bannerman High School on Saturday 
26th February and also Kelvin Hall Sports on 
Monday 28th February, the results will be 
reported in the next Parish News.

All that is left to do is plan for our 
forthcoming Annual Display and holiday 
weekend away for P5 and P6 boys. 

Thanks again for all your continued support.

Gary Rushworth & Mark Robertson
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Fairtrade…

Fairtrade fortnight is held in Feb/March every 
year, this year Feb 28 – March 13. The fair-
trade stall stocked with a variety of foods and 
drinks is in Carswell Hall at 12noon March 
13 and 27 if you tempted to come along this 
month. 

This year the Fairtrade Foundation has been 
focussing attention on cotton. It is produced 
very competitively by four poor West African 
countries but EU and American local subsidies 
(a staggering $32billion over 9 years) have 
a devastating effect on the ability of these 
countries to sell on the world market. The 
CAP subsidies are due for review this year. 
‘Cotton on to trade justice’. 

Think about buying fairtrade cotton products, 
available in many stores. Contact our MP, Jim 
Murphy, or Caroline Spelman, the relevant 
Minister of State about this trade injustice. 
Further detail is available on the website – 
www.fairtrade.org.uk

Duncan MacIntyre

The Anchor boys finished off 2010 with their 
Christmas party. We had party games, food, music 
and, most importantly, a visit from Santa who had 
presents for all the boys.  After the holidays, we had 
a special Burns night on the 25th of January. The 
boys tried their hand at Ceilidh dancing, played some 
Scottish-themed games, heard some Scottish stories 
and a few of the more adventurous boys tried some 
haggis! (the rest stuck to the shortbread...) During 
the spring term we are planning several trips when 
the weather improves, we will be starting the Primary 
3 achievements and will start working towards our 
display in May. Since starting back after the holidays 
we have had several new boys join, bringing our 
numbers up to 33 If you know any boys who would 
like to join, please get in touch with us, or bring them 
along on a Tuesday night, between 6.30-7.45pm in 
the Carswell Halls.

Gordon Grant & Elaine McHugh 

Anchor Boys…

Our annual sponsored walk in January went 
with great success - some boys even requiring 
more than one sponsor card!! We’re still 
raking in the money but we’re hoping to 
beat last year’s total. Several events, such 
as a stadium tour of Old Trafford, are in the 
pipeline for the boys this term whilst still 
keeping the display date (Sat 14th May) in 
our sights. The Saturday night club has also 
taken off with great success and we greatly 
appreciate the help from parents in running 
this. 

So, much is planned and we will underway 
with an eventful and exciting stretch to Kings 
Cross Camp 2011!!

Greg Cunningham 
Officer in Charge 
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New Midweek Service… A letter to all…

If you find it hard to make it to church on 
Sunday mornings for any reason, here’s an 
alternative.  From March we’ll be starting 
a Midweek Service, Wednesdays 11-11.30 
am in the Carswell Halls.  We’ll have a short 
version of our usual church service with 
hymns, prayers and Bible teaching, followed 
by tea & refreshments.  All are welcome, 
whether you work on Sundays, find longer 
services difficult for health reasons, or simply 
want a bit of peace and spiritual refreshment 
in the middle of a busy 
week. All are 
welcome!

This new event is 
a pilot which will 
run until June 
(dates opposite), 
so please let the 
elders know your 
thoughts about it 
eg if a different 
day or time might 
be better.

Help is needed 
to run the 
midweek service. 
If you could offer 
transport assistance 
to others, or could 
welcome worshipers at 
the door please contact 
Tom Mann. If you’d like to be on the rota to 
help with teas, please also contact Tom as 
above. If you’d be willing to play the piano 
for this service please contact our organist 
Alison Louden.

     14 Holehouse Road
     Eaglesham
     February 2011

Dear Friends,

I must apologise for taking so long to thank everyone 
for all the cards, flowers and gifts I received while I 
was in Hairmyers Hospital and for all the subsequent 
good wishes, prayers and kindnesses shown to me since 
I have been at home.

Thank you, Lynn, for all your visits and prayers and 
not forgetting the most important one, I want to 
thank the Lord for his loving care and for answering 
my prayers.

May God bless you all

Ray McHugh
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Recent Weddings…A Postcard from Bangladesh…

We had a lovely Christmas holiday and 

really enjoyed the time spent with David’s 

brother and family over New Year.  We were 

able to visit the Chittagong Hill Tracts in the 

south of the country which as you can see is 

beautiful.  We had lunch on New Years Day 

with a local indigenous church.  It was so 

encouraging to see how committed they are 

– they are one of the few self-supporting 

churches in Bangladesh. 

PRAISE

• Everything is finalised and the new 

primary school in Dhaka opened in January. 

Please continue to pray for this school – that 

it might raise funds for rural schools.

• The backlog of paperwork is gradually 

getting sorted and we are now receiving 

the promised funds for the work of CBSDP.

PRAY

• Please continue to pray for good 

communication and effective working 

relationships and practices within our work.

• Change is never easy – continue to pray 

for our colleagues who are affected by 

restructuring.  Some are having to move 

house and others have new roles.

• Pray for a successful workshop in February 

that David is helping to plan, where senior 

staff will discuss new operational practices 

for CBSDP.

• A number of our friends and colleagues 

are facing financial hardship, due to higher 

housing, food and schooling costs.  Pray for 

them, and for wisdom for us to know how 

best to help.

• Pray for Sarah as she juggles home time 

and work, amongst the increasing time spent 

in traffic jams.

Sarah & David Hall

Lauren Brown, daughter of Irene and Derek, to Steven Robinson, 10 September 

Suzie McGuire to Derek Mitchell, 30 October (Photo courtesy of Ryan Mimiec Photography ©2010)



Ever wanted to read the 
Bible but didn’t know where 
to start?  Ever felt guilty that 
you don’t read it enough, 
or certain that everyone 
else knows more about it 
than you do?  Do you think 
a Bible study group would 
only make you feel stupid?  
The news is that most people 
would probably answer yes 
to most of these questions!  
A new group is starting on 
Sunday evenings, 8.15 at the 
Manse to look at the Bible 
from scratch.  We’ll spend six 
relaxed and informal sessions 
getting an overview of the 
Old Testament and what 
lies behind it, with plenty of 
time for questions and issues 
arising, with the intention 
that we’ll look at the New 
Testament sometime later.  
Please feel free to come….
unless you’re an expert and 
have nothing to learn!

For more info please contact 
Christine Balloch or just turn 
up any Sunday evening 20th 
Feb til 27th March.


